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AIRTEL 



FBI 



Date: 12/31/59 



"(Type in plain zex* or code; 



REGISTERED . 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-80641) (415) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 
CINAL 

Extreme care must be used in handling and reporting 
the following information to protect tne identity or a nighly 
placed informant ! — 

ReNYairtels 12/30/59 and 12/31/59, getting out 
details regarding candidates for the position of NY State CP 
Chairman and the factionalism developing within the CP. 
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NYD, Org.)(4l6) 
Factionalism) (4l5) „ 
CP, USA, NYD, Factionalism) (416) 



PHIL BART) (415) 
JAMES JACKSON) (41* 
WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) (415, 
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS) (415' 



.PAUL ROBESON. JR 
'JEAN SMITH) (423) 
'GUS HALL)(4l5) 
(415) 



(421) 
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On 12/31/59, NY 694-S*, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past (conceal), orally advised SA DAVID RYAN 
he had engaged in conversation with PHIL BART on the evening 
of 12/30/59 and BART stated that "the old man" (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 
Is^demanding that the complete recorded tape of the 17th Nation- 
'al/Convention, CP, USA, be made available to him so he can hear 
the entire convention sessions. BART stated FOSTER was looking 
for faults in the convention and its participants and particular- 
ly in GUS HALL, newly elected General Secretary of the CP, USA. 
BART stated it may be expected FOSTER will again start a "round 
robin" of documents critical of the current CP leadership. 

NY 69^-S* commented in this regard that when he 
spoke with JAMES JACKSON on 12/30/59, JACKSON indicated that when 
he speaks before the reconvened NY State CP Convention (1/8-9/60) , 
he will not only criticize BENJAMIN J. DAVIS for fermenting 
factionalism within the CP, but if necessary he will openly 
blame WILLIAM 2, FOSTER at this time for encouraging DAVIS. 
JACKSON indicated that all of the actions of DAVIS in connection 
with the current discord in the CP leadership have been encouraged 
by FOSTER and that he, JACKSON, if necessary, will "throw the 
blame back into the lap of FOSTER." 

On 12/31/59, NY 69^-S* conferred with JEAN SMITH, 
office worker at CP National Headquarters. SMITH advised the 
informant "the DAVIS group" and specifically PAUL ROBESON, JR., 
stole the original stencils of the GUS HALL keynote address to 
the 17th National Convention, as well as other stencils of 
important convention documents. SMITH complained that the 
National Office has no additional copies of these documents 
and that this action by "the DAVIS group" not only was vindic^vVe 
afc&wfr, but apparently was an attempt to cut down the circula- 
tion of the convention documents. 

■ 

SMITH also stated that a strong rumor has been 
developing around NY that GUS HALL has been endorsing the stand 
of BENJAMIN J. DAVIS* SMITH expressed the belief that this 
rumor was started by BEN DAVIS and will be refuted when GUS 
HALL returns to NYC from Cleveland on 1/4/60 • 



SAC, NEW YORK (IQO-liMS) 
&A HAROLD P. QUINN (.^15) 



1/5/60 



. JIM TORMEV 
IS-C 

On 11/17/59* N¥ advised that HIXL and CONNIE 

BART had discussed a number of uatters in their apartisent at 
2^15 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, }Iew York, Among the natters 
discussed were the following, 

CONNIE BART mentioned that she had talked with PANNY 
RUBEL at tho book store that day and that he s#as wad and told 
her that JIM TORMEY stands up for no one but hi&self . CONNIE 
fomented that the trouble with TORMEY is that he wants to do 
everything by hiraself and bo tho bis hero, PHIL BAR? then 
eoranentcct that 50RMEY should use BUX PATTERSON as he is a 
foree in Bedford- St iyison but that he won't, 

CONNIE said that she -felt that TORMEY was all for DAVE 
LNU and that he would love to £ofc rid of herself $nd .RUBEL. She 
said that he wants new young people and that she is not against , 
this, however, she thinks that ski will get around and see some 
people in the county to see how they feel. 
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On 11/18/59* NY 1750-S* advised that PHIL and CONNIE 
BART had discussed a number of matters In their apartment at 
2415 Hewkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, Hew York. Among the matters 
discussed were the following. 

The source advised that the BARTS were visited for 
dinner by AGNES WILLIS and during the discussion PHIL BART said 
that WILLIAM PATTERSON had been thrown out of a Congressional 
Hearing in Foley Square. He said "they don't want to clash 
with PAT, they know him too well and know he is capable of 
battling any one of them". BART laughingly commented that 
PATTERSON could really handle "those guys". 

He then told his wife and WILLIS that he had recently 
been visiting I in Boston on CP business and that OTIS HOOD 
had recently spoken at Harvard. He said that HOOD told him the 
students had "gobbled up all the literature he had brought with 
him and that they couldn't get enough of it". 
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Hew York 
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(PHIL BART) (#41$) 
'CONNIE BART) (#415) 
AGNES WILLIS) (#422) 

i, WILLIAM PATTERSON) (#415) 



.JAC, m>i VCRK ,(100-11^31*0 
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Identity of Informant 



Character! zation 



$ato 



?jV 2333-,!* 

(Conceal .and pa^aphraio) 

.fho hag i'iimlahod 
reliable Irn'osmtion 
in the peat 

12/23/^9 



:IY 2333-3* advised that on 12/23/59, (OHARLB) 
DIHBA uontaated ('./ILL! AM) AUBXZUCH. DIHBA atatou ho had 
a u ;orl;a~» ■ teacher dated 10/QD, and it aaid donations $120 
asainat loans payable $130. 

ftLBJIHT^CM explained lw save (mVLim) PAT&JJtiCH 
3130 -on an IQli and later turned At into a donation and 
' tore u|> t!ie ictl, PIRBA stated, jay the amount atolwu ia 
/ 33f3.&i, 33 d you return the nomy you had £ro»a H12L (BAB?) 
in thwc? stated no, that has nothing to do with 

the diatriet. DIHBA aaid that Jill increase it, At&iRTSCM 
3tat:d he had raiacd that i'or tJw national OWlso and put 
it in tsho tat* DIRBA aaid, $300? AIBiB?30U .jtauad ho 
thought; y400, DIHBA atated that v/ill increase iha ancunt 
stolen, ,. 30 ^G/D.-CG and $400, M&jMSCU atated, ri^ht. 
PHIL is not pressing mo, I tlUiil? he haa agreed to atand tho 
loea,, 

, , Wig reference to the nonoy stolen believed to be the 
amount tau-n by ^L3I^ R0BI1UW1. 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-8057) 



SA HAROLD P. O.UINN 



EUGENE DENNIS 
IS-C 



Identity of Informant 



Charac t erization 



Date 



NY 1?49-S* 

(Conceal ana paraphrase) 

Vflio has furnished 
reliable information . , 
in the past 

12/16/59 



NY 1T49-S* advised that on 12/16/59, PHIL (BART) 
contacted (EUGENE DENNIS) and said he was at home, 3ust 
relaxing, DENNIS said that quite a change will he talcing 
place., and BART commented to the effect that he was talking 
with others and that DENNIS will have to take things -easy, 
BART said that the week end after this, he and CONNIE were 
going to Breeles (ph.) but that he was going to have «&• real 
vacation during the 1st part of January, 

BART stated that the future looked brighter and 
that he wanted to arrange to see DENNIS. DENNIS advised that 
he would like to get copies of all the proceedings of the 
convention, JBART explained that they gave priority to some 

^t^ll £ u t£ e wm , try to & Qt everything to him, DENNIS 
stated that PEGGY will bo at the office and will pick the 
material up, w 

« 4 ^ '* sai . d he , wa / 3 / ,g / 0in S -out to see EDNA (WINSTON) on 

Priday of this week. (12/18/59). They agreed that PEGGY 
Sill™* 11 ^over this week end to set a time and date, and 
DENNIS suggested Monday or Wednesday. DSNNiS said they must 
allow time to speak about PHIL BART. BART advised he spoke 
with a number of guys and they feel that there should be good 
feeling. PART said that DENNIS should know this as he had a 
number of visits. DENNIS said that the NY situation needed 
immediate attention and .BART said that it needed the collective 
approach. 

Cpitt (100-56579) (PHIL BART) (415) 
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SA HAROLD P, QUINN 
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Identity of Informant 



Characterization 



Date 



NY 17^9-S* 

(Conceal and paraphrase) 

Who has furnished 
reliable information 
in the past 

12/17/59 



contacted , 

a date for tonight, 
be over. 



NY advised that on 12/17/59> PHIL (BART) 



checking to see If they had 
said they have , , .PHIL said he would 
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yJSTXTEp STATES GOV ^MENT 

memorandum <■ 



TO 

FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) 
SAC, ALBANY (100-18106) 



date: 12/18/59 



subject: cp ^ usA 

17th NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS-C 

00: NEW YORK 



, on 12/15/59 . furnished SA ROB ERT E. 
MARGISON a written report (filed ! ft con- 

cerning this Convention. Informant is reliable. This 
communication deals with nominations to the National 
Committee, CP, USA. 

Sufficient copies are being furnished New York 
for main files on individuals concerned. Additional copies 
furnished New York for forwarding to the Office of Origin 
of individuals named, where Office of Origin is not New York. 



b7D 



I in Albany letter to Director 
captioned "CP, USA, NEW YORK DISTRICT, NEW YORK DIVISION, 
IS-C," reported on his attendance at the New York State 
Communist Party Convention and identified individuals 
selected as delegates to the National Convention from 
New York State. Informant ad vised the New York State delegation 



] in a corner of the 



caucused on Saturday evening, . 

main meeting room, to select nominees for the National 
Committee. Other state and district delegations were 
presumably caucusing at the same time. 




Bureau (100-3) (RM) 

New Yor k (IOO-80 6UI-SUB B)(RM) 

Albany I I 

Albany (100-18106) 



REM:pab 
(152) 
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AL 100-18106 

» 

1 

1 "Informant identified the following New York State 
comrades as in attendance at this* caucus: 

MANHATTAN^ SECT ION 

" BEN .DAVIS 

JACK SHULMAN" 
t MILLIE EDELMAN 

PAUL ROBESON. 

BILL ■ STANLEY 

TED'JBASSETT 

EVELYN WEINER 

-RUTH SHULMAN 

JACK STACHEL 

ARTIE (a white,, male, 5'8", 175-180 lbs.,, black hair, 
middle or late 20' s, Jewish in appearance> 
build somewhat heavy, fair complexion, good 
■dresser, studies astronomy at a School of 
Astronomy .affiliated With the Hayden 
Planetarium) 

* 

Informant 4 had- studied a photograph of DONAH LITHAUER 
from Manhattan and stated that he is confident she was : not in 
attendance . Informa nt cannot furnish any addltionalinformation 
concerning 1 

- " 1 1 - bo 



INDUSTRIAL SECTION ™ 

; r— r—v— b/D 

IRVING POTASH 
LOU WEINSTOOK 
BILL ALBERTSON 1 
IDA POSNER 
ED PINCKNEY' 
NAT ROSRNRLTFPH 

MIKE CRENWICH .'" 

NINO.SIRACUSA 

MILT ROSEN 

ESTHER CANTOR UNGER 

"BOB CAMPBELL 

V HY 'WALLACH- 



2 - 
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Informant had studied photographs of ALEX 
KOLKIN and IRWIN MILES and stated that KOLKIN and 'MILES 
were not present , informant could observe no r> ng whocrtght: b6 
' J and consequently believes that[ b7c 



(as suggested in New York airtel of 12/Y/59) is tne one he 



b7D 



UPSTATE SECTION 



MORT SCHEER 
ED WALKER 



NASSAU SECTION 



LENNIE LEVINS ON 



WESTCHESTER SECTION 

MANNY POUSADA 
QUEENS SECTION 

WILL WEINSTONE 

Informant stated neither DAVE SALES nor RHODA 
GADSON were present. 

BROOKLYN SECTION 



JIM TORMEY 
JESUS COLON 
BILL PATTERSON 
DAN RUBEL 



-BRONX SECTION 



MIMI PRIEDLANDER 

LOUISE SANCHEZ (identified by photograph) 
BELLA ALSSHULER (identified by photograph) 
SAM NESIN 

Informant had studied photo of EDITH ROSENBERG 
and stated that she was not present. 



- 3 - 
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YOUTH SECTION 

No representatives. 

Informant advised that the Presiding Committee 
was meeting during this caucus, as were other Convention 
Committees,, and that not all of the New York State delegates 
were present at the caucus. Further, that there was one 
table to which the informant 's back was turned and possibly, 
an additional delegate or two, unidentified by informant, 
was seated at this table. Informant advised that he had 
seen MARVIN MARKMAN and JAKE ROSEN (both photographic 
identifications) at the Convention but not at the caucus. 
MARKMAN was not seated with the New York State Delegation' 
at the Conve ntion and fc he informant does not "believe he was 
a delegate. I H and AGNES WILLIS (both photographic 



identifications) were observed at the Convention but not 
at the caucus and they may have been delegates. CONNIE WEISS, £70 
and BETTY GANNETT were both observed at the Conv ention and ' b7D 
may have b een delegates missing from the caucus. I I 
I I from the Brooklyn Section was present at the 

Convention as a Brooklyn Delegate but he did not attend the 
caucus. He is a Negro, male, 6«, 190-195 lbs., heavy 
build, mustache, black hair, receding hairline and balding, 
dark complexion, in his middle 30«s. 

, Informant advised that MANNY POUSADA and LENNIE , 
LEVINSON, although they were alternate delegates, voted. 
Brooklyn was short one or two delegates at the caucus and 
informant believes POUSADA and LEVINSON voted for Brooklyn, 

Informant advised that New York State was 
authorized to nominate eight candidates for the National 
Committee from the caucus. Eleven people were nominated 
in the caucus and voted upon and the eight winners, whose 
names were presented to the Presiding Committee as the 
New York State District's nominees were: 

PAUL ROBESON 
NAT ROSENBLUTH 
LOUIE WEINSTOCK 
MORT SCHEER 
MIKE CRENOVICH 

- U - 
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EVELYN WEINER 
„ ' MILT ROSEN 

BILL ALBERTS ON 

The three defeated candidates were MILLIE 
EDELMAN MC ADORY, BILL PATTERSON (and perhaps ESTHER CANTOR). 

When these names were presented to the Presiding 
Committee, the Presiding committee stated that three states 
had turned' in the names of exactly the amount of delegates 
authorized and the Presiding committee had intended that 
more than the number authorized be presented from the state 
caucuses so that the Convention would have a choice in its 
voting. Additional nominations were accordingly permitted 
from the floor and BETTY GANNETT, ARTIE from Manhattan, JIM 
TORMEY, MIMI FRIEDLANDER, ESTHER CANTOR and MILLIE MC ADORY 
were nominated from the floor. CANTOR and MC ADORY declined. 
The rest were accepted by the Presiding Committee. 

The Presiding Committee then presented the 
list of nominees from the state and district caucuses 
from. the rest of the country. These names were presented: 

Southern California Section: 

CHARLENE MITCHELL ' ' 

DOROTHY HEALEY 
(PNU) DOBBS 

Three positions were open to Southern California 
and alternates of (PNU) TAYLOR and ANITA (LNU) were presented. 

Northe rn California Section was authorized three 
and MICKEY LIMA,| |and JUANITA (LNU) were presented 



with alternates or JOE F. and LEE (identified only as a 
woman). 

Illinois was authorized four and CLAUDE LIQ HTFOOT. 
FLO HALL and SAM KUSHNER were presented. 



jaeoiined and Illinois was left with three nominees. 



Michigan Section was authorized two and CARL WINTER 
and TOM' DENNIS were presented with BILL ALLEN as alternate.. 



AL 100-18106 

Ohio was authorized two and KIRCHMARCK (ph) and 
ED (LNU) were presented. 

New England was authorized one and (FNU) CHASE 
was presented. 

New Jersey was authorized one and ;PATTOOHEY was 

presented. 

•Maryland was authorized one and JAKE .(LNU) was 
presented. 

Indiana was authorized one and (FNU) BLOOM or 
BLUM was presented with alternate of (FNU) BENNETT. BENNETT 
declined. 

* 

Minnesota was authorized one and SAM DAVIS was 

presented. 

Missouri was authorized one and' C; MARTIN was 

presented . 

Eastern Pennsylvania was authorized one and TOM 
NABRIED was presented. 

Washington State was authorized One and BURT NELSON 
was presented. 

Oregon was- authorized one and (FNU)' HOLLAND or 
HALLAND was presented. 



TheSflUfch was authorized three and 
and ] I were presented. 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



The above nominations, announced from the chair 
and all phonetic, are nominations to the National Committee 
from the state or district caucuses for the National Convention 
.to vote upon. 

The Presiding committee then announced that it had 
considered the names of all of the nominees for positions as ; 
Delegate-At -Large to the National Committee, of which 15 were 
originally authorized. These nominations came in from all of 

- 6 - 
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the state and district caucuses. The Presiding committee 
stated that the names as presented did not make up a 
balanced slate and that the National Committee nominations 
were lacking in women, youth, Negro, Puerto Rlcan and ' 
industrial representatives. The Presiding Committee 
consequently recommended that 25 Delegates-At-Large, rather 
than 15, be nominated' and the Convention adopted the proposal 
that the National Committee consequently be increased from 
50 members to 60 members. 

The presiding Committee then screened the names, 
of the nominees for the position of Delegate-At -Large and 
came up with a list of 25 names which it recommended to 
'the Convention as "preferred candidates" for this Delegate- 
At-Large position on the National Committee. The 25 
individuals were: 

> 

EUGENE DENNIS 

QUS HALL 

JIMMY JACKSON 

HY LUMER 

BEN DAVIS, JR. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

JACK STACHEL • , 

IRVING POTASH 
PHIL -BART ■' 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY ' 1 
HERB APTHEKER 
JIM ALLEN 
(PNU) RICHMOND 
(PNU) ALLISON 

PETTIS PERRY .. " ' 

•ARNOLD JOHNSON 
GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT 
DANNY, a youth from Chicago 
DANNY, a youth from Philadelphia 
WILL WEINSTONE 
■ERIC 'BERT " 
(FNU) MYERS or MEYERS 
BILL PATTERSON 

ST flRRSOW. b'6 ' " 
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At 100-18106 



i l I 
■ttftft for ti 



It was announced that GERSON and 
received a tie vote in the Pi»gfli<iing i fiommitt;^ for hh* 
twenty-fifth position, at which time 
the position to GERSON. 

MORTY SCHEER then questioned how increasing the 
Delegates-At-Large from 15 to 25 improved the composition of 
the slate because, he stated, all 25 were Party functionaries 
and none were unionists. GUS HALL attempted to answer the 
question, pointing out that a nominee from the Maryland caucus, 
for example, had been taken off the state caucus and put 
in the Delegate-At-Large nominee position and a unionist 
from Maryland had been placed in the state caucus nominee 
position. He said that there were .several instances where 
this juggling had been done and that it did not show up 
in the slate of Delegates -At -Large. BEN DAVIS and LOU 
WEINSTOCK added their explanations, pointing out that it 
was difficult to get a trade unionist to attend National b6 
Committee meetings because of his job requirements. They b -7 C 
mentioned that NAT ROSENBLUTH and two or three other unionists hlT} 
had not functioned as National Committeemen during the past 
three or four months because of their employment demands. 
NAT ROSENBLUTH, as a matter of fact, had been nominated to 
the National Committee by a state caucus and had declined 
because of the interference of his employment aod had only 
reconsidered and decided to accept a nomination after MILT 
ROSEN, BEN DAVIS, ESTHER CANTOR and LOU WEINSTOCK had pointed 
out to him the great contributions he could continue to make j 
to the National Committee. 

1 ' 1 1 

■ The names of additional individuals for the 
Delegate-At-Large position were then presented from the floor 
and from the Presiding Committee as follows: 

(FNU) HELLMAN from Southern California 
KTT.T. from thfl South 



JOE NORTH 
GEORGE MORRIS 

MILPORD S. from Washington State 
NATE from Chicago - • 



MILLIE EDELMy 
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dec 1 ined ' the nomina t ion . , 



These nominations were concluded by Sunday: 
afternoon. Individuals were -then .appointed to prepare 
ballots, and select, tellers, and a vote was announced' for 
after the evening meal on, Sunday. ' 'Several delegates 
.protested, noting that they must leave In order -to ;be home 
for work the- following morning. It was agreed that these 
delegates would be excused and' 'that other delegates from 
their Section would vote in their stead. 

Informant did. not remain for the election. 
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LEADS: ' 

THE NEW YORK OFFICE, 



•New York is requested. 



to idPnfcifv .ttmrttr ar'ptp. 



■from the Manhattan Section and | |from 

•the Brooklyn Sect ion ..-and furnish photos to Albany for' display 
to informant. 



-,.9 - 



\ 



4 

OFFICE 
TO 



MEMORANDUM ^ , UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) DATE: 12/31/59 



FROM t SAC, NY (l00-8064l-SUB B) 



SUBJECT: CPUSA 

17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS-C 



ReAlbany letter, 12/18/59. 

Attached for the below listed files are copies of 

relet which furnishes a written report of | | dealing 

with one portion of the 17th NATIONAL CONVENTION* 
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— )(Encl. 1) (GEORGE MEYERS) (RM) 
(RM) 

MORRIS CHILDS) 
FLO HALL) 
SAM KUSHNER) 
* - .CLAUDE LIGIfTFOOT) 

,1 - 100-12789) (GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT) 
Cleveland-(Encls. 4)(RH) 
'1 - 100-17257) (CPUSA-ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100-222 MED CHAKA) 
1 ~ 100-421 MGUS HALL) 

N l — 6^-721 ) (ANTON KRCHMAREK) , % 

Detroit (100- 137^ (HELEN WINTER) (End, 1)(RM) 
Los Angeles) (Ends, 7)(RM) 
'1 - 100-26044) (CPUSA-ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100-4663 ) (BEN DOBBS) 
1 - 100-4486 M DOROTHY HEALEY) 
1 ~ 100-24766) (JOHN HELLMAN) 
1 - 100-4963 ) (PETTIS PERRY) 
1 - 100-22689) (ANITA ROSTADHA) 
,1 - 100-30439) (WILLIAM TAYLOR) 
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For the completion of Albany's file and its control of 
dissemination, there follows a listing of the penciled notations 
appearing on the copy of relet designated for NY file 100-80641- 
SUB B, which shows certain dissemination made by Albany. 
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Being returned to Albany are 30 copies of relet 
for whatever use that office may desire. 

In the future Albany, should identify on the 
cover pages of its dissemination memoranda the specific 
designation of each copy made rather than designating a 
lump sura as in relet. This not only expedites dissemination 
but lessens clerical work and grants proper control of copies. 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
TO : SAC, CHICAGO (100-18953) DATE: 

s 

FROM X S A PAUL H. KELLERMEYER 



SUBJECT: CP, USA 

" ILLINOIS DISTRICT - 
ORGANIZATION 

is c :-\ ■ , 



On November 27, 1959, CG 6032-S* advised that 
'BART from New York was in contact with JIM WEST. 
BART stated that on the question of the delegates, those 
that were proposed nationally (EUGENE DENNIS and. MORRIS 
CHILDS) should not be counted on those going, regularly 
from Illinois* 

WEST stated that they did not know this to he 
the' set-up; however, they have alternates and next 
runners -up so they can take care of it. WEST commented 
they have some good delegates from Chicago and there are 
a couple of people they would like to invite to the 
convention. BART stated he was making up the list of the 

New York 
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guests and he felt sure these people would be welcome, 
WEST commented they; had a couple knock-down drag-out 
fights at the convention and a couple of friends of the 
Flynn (CP Section) tried to, start something but were 
badly trounced* , JIM, inquired if the Resolution on Party 
Organization is ready and BART stated it wasn't and 
they were suggesting a committee be set up to meet three ' 
days before the convention to draft a resolution using 
JIH's draft and another one that was being prepared there, 
BART stated the suggestion .was for JIM, PHIL > and MICKEY 
(LNU) to be * t on the committee; WEST commented the trade 
union resolution ,was;:met with a .very, big response in 
Chicago, and they .were, very happy about iit.— 



Recommendation : 



Ho immediate action necessary. 
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3 AC, SMI JBAKCISCO (ICO- ) 

sac, im york (aoo-acMa-sub 3) 



CP, USA 1/th ilAWOIIAIi C0JIV2STI0W 
I3-C 

On 12/12/59, 2« IfyO-S* furnished inforaaUon 
regarding a conversation that took placo in tho apartment 
of PHIL and COiiHlB aAHT, 24 13 :,'j"./klrk Avenue, Brooklyn, 

Source advised that ARCHIE BROWN and tho above 
described unsub had returned to tho MKT apartment where 
tnoy apparently wore staying after the Decenfcer 12th session 
of the above captioned convention. All three discussed the 
day's session and BROW advised J ART that he wanted to set up 
about 61 30 A,M,j the following aarnlng as he had quite .a bit 
to do before the session, told her that ho thought 

the convention was going aionj aasoothly, and -that apparently 
everyone was happy with am HA1U He said, of course, that 
thero were some Jiaeltual shippers who would never be satisfied, 
COliHia remarked that she hoped PIIHV, her husband, was getting 
some rust or otherwise he would oo in a coffin by Sunday. 
At this point, brown said that ho was going to retire as 
he was tired, 

Source advised on tho following morning JRQMU 
had left early for the convention and that GQlllllU and tho 
unsub had discussed how well disciplined he was* She 
unsub told COMiXE that he lived in a six room house In 
Berkioy, California, was ! jO years of age, and had three 
sons, one of whoa was named MTOilliW, and who In five years 
old. He said describing thoir own district convention 
in California, that the first day's session had been good, 
"but moat of tho work had been left for the second day, Ho 
commented that they had a bad factional 1st situation out there, 
but It was pretty well settled now, Ho said that this 
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situat ion was especially bad m the Sast Bay area and 
that ©no of the people expelled was from there* ile said 
that most of It revolved around M* tmmi, but that they 
were not able to expel! him since ho was already out of the 
Partv* — iia ftntri that the ones that were expelled are 

[ and MOHEY 3REt3iER (ph) who originally was 
iTon uiie area. 

Unsub continued that these people tried to 
dissolve the section after they wore expelled and caused 
a lot of confusion. Ho said they had a certain amount of 
sympathizers but it was apparent that they had noshing but 
contempt for the organ ization. Unsub advised that ho was on b6 
the frial Cojamittoa of | | and that about 23 persons b7c 

•howed up as witnesses iLfljUi'm , — He~said four of these were 

not oven in the CP and| | instated that all the proceedings 

ibe taptd. He said, of course, they could not peralt At 
and toid them that they would handle the maintenance of records. 




hla fellow wanted 
claimed the trial 



However, he said they never held a tri 
It on his own conditions, ijcj said that 
was illegal and should be held in the ciub akd not in the 
district. 11q said they gave him another opportunity to 
appear two weeks later but ho never showed up. He said 
there wore a number of letters written by tho &roup to 
the ijatlon&L Office, but PU1X» had handled those. 

The unsub continued that the other person 
KOREY ji3t2Klft£R appealed to the 1 atlonal Committee to intervene 
but PHIL had also taken care of that. Unsub aaid that two 
persons load hecn expolled in his district were not ringleaders 
ia»t that one ringleader was lioro at tho convention as this 
group had collected money and sent .him unofficially. Ho 
called this person fku JEROHAli (ph). Ha said that as far 
as hj V"*,?! 3'MQtW\ had been unsuccessful in his attempts 
to onto tho convention. 
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TO: ) SAC, NEW YORK (lOO-8064l-B) (4l5) DATE:l/6/60 

PROM: SA JOSEPH T. 0* LEAKY (422) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, 

17th NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS - C 
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Identity of Source 

Description of info 

Date Received 
Received by 

Original Located 



„ who 
has furnished 
reliable info in 
the past (Conceal) 
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ttationajl Convention, b?D 
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SA JOSEPH T. O'LEARY 
(Written) 



A copy of informant's report follows: 
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The 17th National Convention -of the Communist Party 
USA was held December 10th to 13th, 1959 at the Theresa Hotel, 
7th Ave., and 125th St., New York City.' According to EMMA 
ELLSWORTH who visited there on Saturday, December' 12th, 1959, 
there were about 200 delegates attending. 

The man at the desk was authorized by EVELYN WIENER 
to give EMMA a visitor's card of admittance. This man was about 
5«, dark hair and complexion, white, weight around ^35^ Very 
pleasant. May have been PHILIP J 3ART. 

EVELYN introduced EMMA to ber friend MILDRED who lives 
in Washington -Heights, but works in theHarlem CPA.* Negro or 
Puerto Rican, medium brown complexion, black ayes and haor^ 
5»8 M and around 180 lbs, 30. Very untidy^ well spoken, dynamic 
personality. 

MILDRED, EVELYN and EMMA moved from the lobby into the 
large meeting room. This was the skyline room of the hotel and if 
located on the 11th floor. 

The speaker of the moment was CONNIE from Brooklyn, 
Bedford Stuy. section. White, young, 23 to 25 maybe, medium 
brown hair and eyes, 5*2", slender, 128 lbs. Spke on Socialist 
youth. Female. 

Next speaker was MINNIE from the Bronx. Also white, 
female, dark brown hair and eyes. Slight build. 120 lbs, 
sallow complexion, 38. 

EVELYN WIENER and ES2MA ELLSWORTH went back into lobby 
and relaxed, EVELYN very tired. Said she had been reelected 
by only a 2 vote margin. She and BEN DAVIS do not like the 
situation in N.Y. State. 

Meeting in caucas. Delegates received break until 
party at nine P.M. 

*CPA - means Communist Party of America. 
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CONNIE BART shook hands with EMMA "ELLSWORTH, also BAN 
DAVISj. and ESTHER CANTOR. 

The National Convention of the CPA, USA. held a party 
for all delegates. EMMA ELLSWORTH, a visitor, was a guest of 
BEN DAVIS and EVELYN WIENER. Buffet service and plenty of food 
of all kinds. 



- EVELYV introduced EMMA I _ I white female, about be 

130 lbs, very pTeasant, hght. about *Pll ,,n . Black eyes, sallow b7c 
complexion, 28. Hair bleached blond. 

MILDRED'S husband came and dined with all. White male 
named WALTER. Pudgy faced, average brown hair and eyes, stocky 
weight 180, 38. Union business agent. About 5'2'L 

Man rose to the platform to sing and MILDRED said 
this was her brother in law, named JOE. White, thinner faced 
than his brother WALTER7 about 5'8 n ruddy sklnjiark hair and eyes 
28. Had a few beers and was very noisy. Did not come near his : 
relatives. 

Then EVELYN called MORTY. Light brown curly hair. 
Very friendly, pale skin, 5*10', about 190 lbs, 30. 

HAROLD COLLINS came over and told EMMA ELLSWORTH how 
well he thought she had spoken at HENRY ONCHER's memorial. Was 
much joking and laughter. 

EVELYN moved over to chat with LOUIS WEINSTOCK, painter 
from the Bronx. ARNOLD JOHNSON, WILLIAM PATTERSON, ELIZABETH 
"PLYNN, and PAUL ROBESON JR. all greeted EMMA ELLSWORTH. Also 
AGNES and AL from Bed. Stuy_ 

EMMA Introduced to DONA, white female, dark brown ahir 
cut mannish witH front upturned wave. Eyes brown, florid com- 
plexion, about 140 lbs, around 5*5", ^0. Very nice. Said she ha 
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been to Soviet Russia last year. 

Seated at the table but untalkative until EVELYN said it 
was O.K. to converse in front of EMMA was RHODA from Jamaica, 
some connection with the rocket, sorry correction- please, THE 
COMET, issued by the CPA in Queen's County. RHODA, 30, about 180 
lbs is dieting. Has medium brown hair, green eyes, her hair was 
worn clipped short, pale white skin. Possibly around 33. About 
5*9". Has at least one child, a boy. Another forceful character. 

EMMA ELLSWORTH, EVELYN WIENER, ARNOLD JOHNSON and 
JIM TOOMEY all left between 12:30 and 1:00 A.M. EVIE wanted 
EMMA to drive to l4th St., but EMMA said no thank you and went 
home on the train. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

i 

» TO : SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I696) 

FROM : SA DONALD E. HARTNETT 

SUBJECT; ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
IS-C,- ISA-50 



On 11/16/59, NY 2318-S*, who has furnished 
reliable Information In the past, advised that CLARA 
BODIAN and ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN had a discussion 
during which ELIZABETH mentioned that she had been invited 
to sit on the dais with HARRY BRIDGES at a dinner in his 
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honor sponsored by the "National Guardian." .ELIZABETH also 
mentioned how good the Brooklyn CP Convention had been and 
noted that no one from the New York State organization had 
attended. She also noted what a good job JIM TORMEY was doing 
in the Brooklyn area. 

On that same date, NY 2318-S* advised that ROSE 
BARRON contacted ELIZABETH and during the ensuing conversation 
ELIZABEHT told her about her trip to Philadelphia for the 
forum, as well as her attendance at the Brooklyn CP 
Convention. ROSE noted that PHIL BART had asked her for 
the balance of money in the (PSAV) account showing ROSE 
s& letter from EDNA WINSTON which asked for $285.00. ROSE 
1/ said that she gave BART a check for cash for the balance of 
the account and asked him for an account of expenditures 
which he promised to furnish. She also told ROSE how JOHN 
T. MC MANUS had Invited her to the HARRY BRIDGES affair in 
order to honor her. 

Concerning the HENRY WINSTON amnesty appeal, 
ELIZABETH said that everything is confused and that they 
cannot expect too much help from abroad since she read 
in the paper recently where TOGLIATTI (Italian CP functionary) 
is welcoming "Ike" as a peace envoy. She said another fact 
to be considered in so far as help from abroad is concerned 
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Is that sentences over there are usually so much longer that 
people there do not see why "we" get so excited over 
sentences in this country. 

On 11/18/59, NY 2318-S* further advised that 
ARNOLD JOHNSON contacted ELIZABETH to make sure that she 
was going to the HARRY BRIDGES banquet that evening and 
to discuss that question (of making available mailing 
lists for the amnesty campaign) with JOHN T. MC MANUS. 
ARNOLD said that he had made an appointment with (CAREY) 
MC WILLIAMS for Friday and would see him about it (the 
mailing list). Both agreed that the CP should set up a 
social committee so that they could have representatives attend 
such affairs as the BRIDGES banquet. ELIZABETH also mentioned 
that she had received a thank you note from CORLISS LAMONT 
thanking her for her column on Dr. UPHAUS. 

On 11/19/59, NY 2318-S* advised that ERIC BERT 
contacted ELIZABETH to inquire whether she intended to 
write a column on the affair for HARRY BRIDGES held the 
previous evening. ELIZABETH replied negatively saying 
that she does not want to give her political blessing to 
the affair when the "National Guardian" took all the credit 
for It. She said that VIRGINIA GARDNER is doing an article on 
It. ELIZABETH mentioned that some unidentified individual 
at the banquet had come up to her with $20.00 for "The Worker." 

NY 2 318-S* advised that on 11/20/59, ARNOLD 
JOHNSON contacted ELIZABETH to inquire about the HARRY 
BRIDGES banquet. ELIZABETH described It as a very nice 
affair and said that she was the only other one person 
other than BRIDGES who had received a standing ovation. 
She said that BRIDGES had made a very forth-right speech on the 
situation in the world today. She noted also that IRVING POTASH 
had attended. Both agreed that the CP should have sent someone 
to the NORMAN THOMAS dinner. ELIZABETH mentioned to ARNOLD 
that she was scheduled to speak the following morning at the 
Manhattan County CP Convention and ARNOLD indicated that he 
too would be there. (NY 2318-S*). 
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On 11/20/59, NY 2379-S*, who has. furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised' that ARNOLD 
JOHNSON subsequently visited the FLYNN apartment apparently 
that day. During the conversation, most of which. was 
general, ELIZABETH mentioned that she is mad at GUS 
HALL because he had written an article for her column 
without asking her permission and that 3he thinks that 
GUS is no better than the rest of them. 
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CONVENTION, 12/12-13/59 PER I | (4l2) 
(HENRIETTA FRIEDMAN) (424) I 
(SI FELDMAN) (424) 
(SARGE LNU, CHAIRMAN OF BALLOTING COMMITTEE 
Ag MATTfittAT, COmTRNTTONj CP, USA, 12/l2-13^S 

STEVE NSLSOH) UlSif 
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ROSE BARRON) (424) 
JENNY FELDMAN) (424) 
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who has 



Identity of Source 

Description of info 

Date Received 
Received By 

Original Location 
A copy of informant's written report > follows . 



furnished reliable 
info in past (conceal) 

17th National .Convention, 
CP. USA (Attendance 

12/19/59 

SA DAVID RYAN, 
.written 
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12/1V59 

National Convention, CPUSA f Hotel Theresa, 
Saturday & Sunday .Sessions, 



NYC 



Among those present: 



HAROLD COLLINS 
SHEVRA WOOL 
CLARA BODIAN 
JIM JACKSON 
PAULINE ROYCE 
REBECCA LERNER 
JAKE ROSEN (Youth) 
JOE NORTH , 
WIL WINE STONE 
JACK 3CHULMAN 
JACK S&E ACHEL 
BETTY GANNETT 
JULIUS NACHMAN 
JESUS COLON 
MIMI FRIEDLANDER 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
IRVING KOHN 
ABE UNGER 
RHODA LNU (NY) 
ARTIE EDELMAN 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
HY LUMER 
SI GERSON 
PAULI ROBESON 
IDA FOSNER 
ERIK BERT 

KETTI JOHNSON (N.Calif. 
ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
JULIUS HEYMAN 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
ADA BRODSKY 
SAM KUSHNER 
CHARLES HUMBOLDT 



EVELYN WEINER 
DONAH LlfEUER 
BEN DAVIS 
ART SHIELDS 
CHARLES DERBA 
MIKE CRENOWITZ 
[ GEORGE MEYB^ 

BILL PATTERSON 
GEORGE MORRIS 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
OAKLEY JOHNSON 
JUANITA LNU (N. Calif.) 
JAMES ALLEN 
.TUNE GORDON 



ETHEL NEWTON 
ESTHER KANTER 
MILLIE HC ASORY 
ARCHIE BROWN 
BILL STANLEY 

FNU CLARK 
GENE GORDCN 
CHARLES HENDLEY 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
ANTON NOVAK 
RUTH SCHULMAN 
GUS.HAEL 
SADIE VAN VEEN ' 
JEAN SMITH 
EARL DURHAM 
CARL WINTER 
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FANNY LNU (Garment) 
GERALDINQ L1GHTF00T 
TED B'A'SSE'TT 
CHARLENB MITCHELL 
CONNIE WEISS 
REGINA BOELIEKI 
IRVING POTASH 
NAT ROSENBLUTH 
AGNES ROSE 
JACK KLING 
TOM LNU (Appeals & 

Audit Coram.) 
SOPHIE LILLARD 
PAT TUOHEY 
EVELYN" TONDETTAR 
STEVE M. (Fur) 
HENRIETTA FRIEDMAN 
SI FELDMAN 
SARGE LNU (Chairman 

ttnUnfcfcing^ Comm. 

DOROTHY HEALY 



CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
BILL ALBERTSON 
DANNY LNU (Western Pa.) 
DORETTA TARMON 
LENNY LNU (Illinois) 

rt:nelson 

■HIL BART 



be: 



AL RICHMOND 
PAUL NOVAK 
MORRIS CHILDS 
JUAN SANTOS RIVERA 
ALICE JEROME 
ROSE BARRON 

ELMER LNU (W ash. State) 

I I 

JENNY FELDMAN 

BELLA ALTSCHULER h6 

ANN LNU (Youth) b 7 C 

SAUL GROSS b7 D 

OTIS HOOD 

HELEN WINTER 



STEVE NELSON (in Hotel Theresa restaurant during 
lunch break on Sunday, T 1 
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OPPICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



: SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603) DATEj 1/8/60 



PROM 



SA HAROLD P., QUINN 



SUBJECT : CP, USA, NEW YORK. STATE 



On 11/29/59, NY 1750-S* advised that PHIL 
and CONNIE BART had discussed a number of matters in 
their apartment at 2415 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York, Among the matters discussed were the following. 

The BARTS discussed the second day's session 
of the New York State CP Convention which CONNIE BART 
attended that day. She said that JIM JACKSON had spoken 
at the meeting as 'well as JACK STACHEL, WILL WEINSTONE, 
MIKE DAVIDOW and TED BASSETT. She said that ABE UNGER had 
also spoken on the anti monopoly' theme. 
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(PHIL BART) (#415) v 
CONNIE BART) (#415) % 
JACK STACHEL) (#415) 
(WILI, WEINSTONE) (#416) 
(MIKE DAVIDOW) (#4l6V 
(TED BASSETT) (7#4l5) 
(ABE UNGER) (#424) 
(IRVING POTASH) (#415) % 
(ISADORE WOPSSY) (#415) 
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CONNIE then, related that a resolution was pro- 
posed concerning trade unions which was tabled. She said 
that after the resolution, IRVING POTASH arose and said 
that it should be rejected because it was a national res- 
olution and not concerned "with New York State. 

PHIL mentioned that he had a busy day in town 
and that he had to talk with ISADORS WOFSEY and spend 
some time with the hotel people arranging the convention. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM' - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

.FROM 



SAC, NEW YORK (100- 56579) 
SA 



b6 
b7C 



DATE: 11 JAN 1960 



SUBJECT: •, PHIL BART 
SM-C 



The above captioned, subject was observed entering 
and/or leaving 23 West 26th St./ New York, New York. 

NY 1726-S*, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on 4/ 2 V57, that effective k/15/57, the 
National and New York State offices of the Communist Party 
would occupy the premises at 23 West 26th Street, New York, 
New York. 

NY 694-S* on 6/5/58, advised that the editorial 
staff of "The Worker" was to be moved into the building at 
23 West 26th Street on 6/7,8/58. 

NY 2002-S* on 6/20/58, verified the occupancy of 
the basement and first floor areas of building by the 
office staff of "The Worker," an 'East Coast weekly Communist 
newspaper. 



DATE 

12/30/59 



OBSERVED BY SAS 
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A log covering the above surveillances is being 
maintained in NY file 100-4931-Sub 0. 
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Hayes S« King 



Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 
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Dictated 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: 

PROM:! 

SUBJECT: 



SAC, LOS ANGELES ( 100-26044) DATE: 12/22/59 
SA 



CP, USA 

17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS - C 



SOURCE 



ACTIVITY 



RECEIVED 



AGENT 



LOCATION 



12/10-13/59 12/21/59 Writer 



who has 
rurnished reliable 
information in the 
past and whose 
identity must be 
concealed 

On 12/10/59 the 17th National Communist Party (CP) 
Convention of the U;S. was held at the Hotel Theresa, 125th 
Street and 7th Avenue, New York City, New York. Approximately 
187 delegates attended this convention; 135 of these were 
regular delegates and 27 were alternate delegates. Approximately 
20 fraternal delegates also attended. 
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b7D 



CCS 

2 



- EJ 



tolMOHE (REGISTERED) 
1-100-12464 (CP USA 

, ORGANIZATION) 
1-100-22076 (GEORGE A. MEYERS) 
-..BUFFALO (REGISTERED) 

1-100- (CP, USA ORGANIZATION 
1-100 ( 



1-100-20289 llAMES WTren^ 
1-100-2749 



13- CHICAGO (REGISTERED)' 

1-100-18953 (CP, USA ORGANIZATION; 

ILLINOIS DISTRICT) ' 
1-100-3470 (MORRIS CHILDS) 
1-100-4031 (MILLIE GOLD) 
1-100-3313 (JACK KLING) 
1-100-3018 (DAN QUEEN) 
1-10'0-12890 (EARL DURHAM) 
1-61-867 (CLAUD LIGHTFOOT) 
1-100-12789 ( GERALD YNE LIGHTFOOT) 
1-100-22078 (NATE SHARPE) 



1-100-24729 (EMANUEL BLUM) 
3 - INDIANAPOLIS (REGISTERED) 
1 - 100-11093 (CP, USA 
ORGANIZATION) 



5 - JLNmUHUPittSS (REGISTERED) 
1 - 100-2050 (CP, USA ' ~ 

ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100-8482 (THOMAS 

DENNIS) 
1 - 100-13420 (CARL 

WINTER) 
1 - 100-13740 (HELEN 

WINTER) 
1 - 100-3016 (COLEMAN 

young; 
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4 - PHILADELPHIA (REGISTERED) 
1 - 100-31723 (CP, USA 
ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 65-1686 ^THOMAS 
NAVRIED) 

1^200-2459 (STERLING 
ROCHESTER) 

1-100- (STEVE NELSON) 
3 - MINNEAPOLIS (REGISTERED) . 
1 - 100-1878-P"(CP, USA 
ORGANIZATION) 
1-100-1902 (CLARENCE 
HATHAWAY) 

1-100- (HANLBY HEMMINGSON ) 

2 - ST. LOUIS (REGISTERED) 

1-100-7781 (CP, USA 
ORGANIZATION) 
1-100-6976' (HERSHEL 
WALKER) 

3 - NEWARK (REGISTERED) 

1-100-4284 (CP; USA 
ORGANIZATION) A 
«i^^9%(PAT.,T0, 
toOO-56579 CPHIL BARTf) 

26- NEW YORK .(REGISTERED) 

1-80641 (Sub B) (CP, USA 

organization; 17th 
national. convention) 

1^100-81752 (CP, USA. BRIEF) 
1-100-129629 (WILLIAM ALBERTSON) 
1-I00r9369 (TED BASSETT): 
1-100-559 ( JESUS COLON) 
1-100-23825 (BEN DAVJS) 
l-lOP-16996 (ELIZABETH • GURLEY FIYNN) 
1-100-93665 FRIEDLANDER;' 

1-100-43483 (BETTY:' GANNETT j 
1-100-18785 '(JAMES 'JACKSON) 
1-100-84994 (GUS HALL)' * 
1-100-16021 (ARNOLD JOHNSON) 
1-100-105068 (HY LUMER) 

^GEORGE: MORRIS) 
, JOSEPH NORTH) 
WILLIAM PATTERSON) 
IRVING POTASH) 
•(EUGENE DENNIS, ; 
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JL-IOO-I8065 (JACK STACHEL) 
1-100-5455 (EVELYN WIENER) 
1-100- (MILES IRWIN). 
1-100- (GIL GREEN) 
1-100- (BOB THOMPSON 
1-100- (HENRY WINSTON ) ! 
1-100^9365 (WILLIAM FOSTER) 



7 - SAN FRANCISCO 

(REGISTERED) 
1-100-27747, (CP, USA 
0RGANIZATI01 "* 
1-100-27988 ' 



Ml 

'£ 
SCI 




1-61-398 (ARCHIE BROWN) 
1-100- (JOE FIGUEIREDO)* 
1-100- (LEE KUTNICK) 
1-65-1242 (MICKEY LIMA) 
1-61-415- (AL. RICHMOND 

2 - SAN JUAN (REGISTERED) 
1-100- (CP ORGANIZATION) 
1-100- (JUANSANTOS 

RIVERA) 

3 - SEATTLE, (REGISTERED) 
1-100- (CP, USA 

ORGANIZATION) 
1-100-127 (BERT NELSON) 
1-100-5273 (HELEN NELSON) 

20-LOS ANGELES 
1-100-20644 (CP, USA 

ORGANIZATION) 
1-100-52571 (CHARLENE 
ALEXANDE R) 
-100-4Q5Q I I 
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1-100-13203 
1-100-13444 

1-100-84275 

•1-100-48033 
1-100- 



-100-4663 (BEN DOBBS) 
1-100-4486 (DOROTHY HEALEY) 
1-100-24766 (JOHN HELIMAN) 
1-100-28300 (JOSEPH :martinez) 
lr 100- * :T ELIZABETH .WILLIAMS ) 
1-100-4963 (PETTIS -PERRY) 
1-100-30439 

1-100-56591 1 

1-100-22689 (ANITA ROSTODHA) 



1-100*56494 J 
1-100-26103 1 



% 
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The following persons attended this convention: 

Baltimore : 

GEORGE MEYERS 

Illinois : 

MORRIS CHILDS 
LESTER DAVIS 
MOLLIS GOLD 
JACK KLING 
DAN QUEEN 
EARL DURHAM 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
GERALDYNE LIGHTFOO?' 
NATE SHARPE 
JAMES WRST 



THOMAS DENNIS 
CARL WINTER 
HELBN. WINTER , 
.COLEMAN YOUNG 

Pennsylvania : 

TOM NAVRIED 
STERLING ROCHESTER 
STEVE NELSON 

Mid-West '': ' 

I 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
HANLEY HEMMINGSON 



Indiana: 
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VAUD BENNETT, 
EMANUEL BLUM ' 

Michigan : - 
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Missouri : 



HERSCHEL WALKER 



» \ 



i % 

. New Jersey : v v 



PHIL BART ' 
PATRICK TOOHEY 

New York : 

WILLIAM ALBERTSON 
'TED BASSETT 
JESUS COLON 
BEN DAVIS 

(ELIZABETH) GURLEY FLYNN 

MIMI FR3EDLANDER 

BETTY GANNETT 

JAMES JACKSON 

HY LUMER 

GEORGE MORRIS 

JOSEPH NORTH 

WILLIAM PATTERSON 

IRVING POTASH 

JACK STACHEL 

EVELYN WIENER 

MORTON SCHEER 

ARNOLD JOHNSON 

IRWIN MILES 

Northern California: 



ARCHIE BROWN 
JOE PIGUEIREDO 
LEE KUTNICK 
AL. RICHMOND 
MICKEY LIMA 

Northwest : 

BURT NELSON 
HELEN NELSON 
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Southern California : 

CHARLENB ALEXANDER 
BEN DOBBS 



DOROTHY HEALEY 
JOHN HELLMAN 
JOSEPH MARTINEZ 
ELIZABETH WILLIAMS 
PETTIS PERR Y 



WILLIAM TAYLOR 
ANITA ROSTO DHA 



Puerto Rico: 
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JUAN SANTO RIVERA 
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IA 100-26044 piRST DAY SEgsI0N • | 

: 17TH NATIONAL CB :CONVENTION 
-•• - 12! 12/10/59 '•' £ 

I 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN was elected Chairman of the 
First Session. 

Greetings were sent to GIL GREEN, HENRY WINSTON and 
BOB THOMPSON. 1 Greetings were also sent to WILLIAM FOSTER, who 
was unable to attend, because of poor health; 

Mr. JAMES JACKSON then introduced 1 greetings from all 
over the world. 

BEN DAVIS made a welcoming speech. 

Greetings were then read from WILLIAM FOSTER. 

PHIL BART then spoke on the Convention Organization 
and proposed a committee to run the Convention. A discussion 
was then held concerning the individuals who would serve on this 
committee. 

' . AFTERNOON SESSION • ' ■ • ■■ 

12/10/59 ; > 

EARL DURHAM was elected Chairman. j 

The presiding committee gave a report on rules 
for the convention. Motion carried to accept rules presented 
by presiding committee. i 

The floor committee chairmenn \were appointed. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOO? - Negro Question 

PHIL BART - Party- Organization 

BEN DAVIS - I960 Elections 

BILL ALBERTSON - Youth* v Matters 

BEN, NELSON - Constitution 

IRVING POTASH - Trade Unions 

HY LUMER - Peace and Disarmament 

ARNOLD. JOHNSON - Miscellaneous Matters 

MIMI FRIEDLANDER - Women's Matters 

TOM NAVRIED - Appeals Committee 

ELIZABETH G. FLYNN - Defense of Party 
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The Credentials Committee was then announced. ' JACK 
KLING, Chairman; STERLING ROCHESTER;' HANLEY HEMMINGSON and*. IHVEN 
MILES. 

The Southern Calif brnia Delegation than asked that 
JOSEPH MARTINEZ also serve on this Committee* 

The seven-minute rule concerning length of all 
speeches was also accepted by the Convention. " « " . 

GUS HALL then made an address. He said that there' • 
are a lot of changes taking place in the world today. This is 
hot the same as the 16th National Convention, , which was very 
confused. This Convention is held at a time when the forces 
of Peace are stronger then ever before I This is the beginning 
of a hew era. Cuba is an inspiration for all Latin Americans. 
This could not happen, if the forces for Peace were not as 
strong as they are today. HALL also stated that Capitalism 
is being challariged by the force of Socialism in all fields of , , 
human, endeavor. 

The Convention agreed to make this speech by HALL 
available to all delegates. 

JACK JACKSON then read some more greetings. 

5 HY LUMER then made a speech on disarmament and Peace. 

A general discussion was then held. One delegate stated 
that the United States has, troops in Japan and the Ptiillipines; 
and we know that these countries are controled by ,U;S. capital'. 
One of our first demands, therefore, should be to get our troops 
home where they belong. 

■ MORRIS , CHILES stated that the contradictions that 
we -have cannot be explained away by;' the Cold War. He said 
we must work hard to do away with the ColdWar. '. . 

,i 

The Committee on Latin America was named.. JOSEPH , 
MARTINEZ, JESUS COLON j and' JOSEPHi.NORTH^were appointed' to this 
Committee. . 



JOSEPH 'MARTINEZ on' Latin Ame rica: JESUS COLON on 



■ Puerto Rico and JOSEPH NO RTH on Cuba. 

The first day session was then adjourned.' 
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SECOND DAY SESSION 
17TH .NATIONAL CP 'CONVENTION 
. - 12/11/59' - 

The , Credentials Committee, JOSEPH MARTINEZ^ JACK 
KLING, STERLING : ROCHESTER and, HANLEY HEMMINQSON;' ;Pive.;'were • 
elected to< this Committee, but only two members were* available 
to' compile this data: 

187 persons attended Conference. 

135 Regular .Delegates;,, • 
27 Alternate Delegates; 
20 Fraternal. Delegates. 

Out of the delegates, present, '33 were N^gro. - 

1 

Charts were/ also drawn up, which gave "number of years 
in the CP;, age -and employment.. .Approximately 50 of the 
delegates-, we re members of a union. 

PAT TOOHEY was Chairman of the .Morning, Session. 

'A Jewish Committee was set up and a Nationalities 
Group Commission. 

1 * 

CARL *WINTER;gave a talk, which included, a message 
from the CP of Hungary. ' 

1 1 

IRVING POTASH gave a .report on trade Unionism. 

CLAUD. LIGHTPOOT made the report on the Negro 
Resolution; . He praised JAMES JACKSON for his part in this 
resolution.. 

PETTIS' PERRY then stated. that this report was 
really devided into two parts. He said the self-determination 
in the. "Black Belt Issue 1 ' should be separated, from the rest of 
the, resolution. 

-LIGHTFOOT stated that there are 18 members . of ;this 
committee and 13 had voted in favor of the resolUtion^ahd 5 
.against it. A general discussion was then held on. this » matter 
and then a vote was held on the whole resolution and. only 5 
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voted against it and the resolution was carried by approximately 
100 votes. 

The Second Day Session was then adjourned, and an 
Evening Session was arranged. 

EVENING SESSION 

GEORGE MEYER was Chairman of the Evening Session, 

12/11/59. 

Greetings from the Canadian CP were then heard. It 
said "long live the CP of the U.S., China and the Soviet Union". 

"IBEN DAVIS then gave a report on the i960 Elections. He 
stated thatv the development of peaceful co-existence is by no 
means guaranteed.- In both parties, powerful elements 4 &re 
trying to reverse this trend. In failing this, they are trying 
to reduce it to the bearesli minimum. It is, in the people's 
most basic interest that all developments towards Peace be 
reinforced and .given further support. 

On labor, DAVISS said that two recent setbacks 
were .experienced; first the Right to Wor^c Legislation- was 
defeated in five states; second, the . LANDRON-GRIPPINi Labor- 
Bill was passed over protest of labor leaders. He' said ; the 
APL-CIOtop officials If ailed to unite their organization in 
effective, resistence to this bill. 

AL RICHMOND then spoke on the i960 Elections and then 
a vote was held and this resolution was adopted. 

JOHN HELLMAN then gave a report on farming. 

JACK KLING then gave the report as drawn up by the 
Credentials Committee. 

The Evening Session was then adjourned. 
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THIRD DAY SESSION 
17TH NATIONAL CP CONVENTION 

12/12/59 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY was elected chairman. 1 

Convention started with reading of greetings 
from China by JAMES JACKSON* 

PHIL BART then read a report on party organiza-," 
tion. He stated that the party club is the mostf.important 
link to developing a united front and work in mass 
organizations. BART quoted from GUS HALL ' s report. He 
also discussed party membership, stating that there must 
be more improvement in membership drive. 

BETTY GANNETT then spoke on the party. She 
said the party will grow to leadership but we must 
battle' for men's minds and learn to direct the American 
people to look towards socialism. 

TOM DENNIS, from Detroit, spoke on need for 
work in mass organizations. MORT SCHEER, ; 'f rom BUFFALO, 
then spoke on party organization. He said we now have 
unity in the party. He also stated we do not compromise 
with revisionists or liquidationists, but must have unity 
of understanding. He said we have workers on strike 
and the strike is conducted on a class-struggle basis 
and the party has not been able to take an active leading 
part in this strike. 

A woman then spoke on the party's resolution on 
woman. She said woman must have a more active role in 
the party. 

EVELYN WIENER then spoke on the membership 
drive« and also praised ARCHIE BROWN for his recent 
success. 



especially m rne Los Kngeles area ana neip tnese people 
whom he stated are an oppressed minority. 

GEORGE MEYERS then gave a report on the party 
press. .WILLIAM PATTERSON spoke on "The Worker" and JACK 
STACHEL on drive for new leaders and a Mid-West addition 
of "The Worker." 
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GUS HALL then read greetings by the CP of 
Prance. HALL then gave a report on leadership. 

GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT was elected afternoon 
session chairman, 12/12/59. 

BILL ALBERTSON'S report was given on youth. 
He stated that the youth are coming to socialism and 
to our party. The youth membership of our party is 
growing fast?er than any section* in some areas by as much 
as ten fold in the past two years. Groups of youth 
interested in Marxist study have appeared in a number of 
cities among college studehts and teen-agers. Significant 
gains of the party in youth membership and influence 
help guarantee our party's growth. Youth represent the 
future of the party. Youth work will be placed next to 
labor and Negro people's movement, as our major areas 
of mass workers. 

BERT NELSON gave a report on the constitution 
and instructions to the National Committee concerning the 
constitution. 

One of the important parts of this session was 

I b6 

b7C 

that it took one year to prepare this resolution and that b7D 
BEN DOBBS had assisted in its preparation. He then 
mentioned the entrance of the, Mexican people into trade 
unions, Democratic clubs and other integrated and native 
type organizations. The development of the special 
Mexican organizations was mentioned. Both are valid 
approaches at this time and represent different levels 
of economic interests, experiences and developments. 
Both trends are uniting, around a key concept. Many 
important struggles will shape up. 

1 

Already we have merged with Mexican people 
around such questions "as: 

1. Minority representation 

2. Police fbrutality 

3. Segregation in housing 
^. Job equality 

Also on many other issues. 

The Third Session of the 17th National CP 
Convention adjourned. 
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FOURTH DAY SESSION 
17TH NATIONAL CP CONVENTION 
, ^2/13/^ 

ARCHIE BROWN was elected chairman of this 

session. 

ARCHIE BROWN presented proposals of the National 

Committee . 

JACK CLING then spoke on the Jewish resolution. 
He said it is a duty of the party to fight anti-Semitism. 

■ 

OUS HALL then spoke about the makeup of the 
National Committee and said that there must be representa- 
tion, of, this Committee from all categories. The National 
Committee 'was then voted to be enlarged from 15 to 25 at- 
large members, for a total of 60 overall membership. 

Financial report was then given by MORRIS 

CHILDS. 

JUAN SANTOS RIVERA was introduced by BEN DAVIS. 
DAVIS said RIVERA was a delegate from Puerto Rico, 
who had arrived at the Convention late due to an automobile 
accident which he was involved in on his way to the 
Convention. RIVERA stated that the physical pain is, 
of no importance as long as he could attend the Convention. 
He said he believed the American Imperialists were respon-. 
sible for this accident. 

PATRICK TOOHEY gave a report on the Latin 
American Question. He said he was assisted in this report 
by JOSEPH NORTH, JESUS COLON and JOSEPH MARTINEZ. He 
said w««ust fight for Latin American rights and support 
the Castro movement. Also we must recognize the Mexican 
problem in the Southwest United States. 

JOSEPH NORTH then gave a report on Cuba. He 
said Cuba's military commander and chief warns his people 
this week that the Nation may be invaded by the armed 
mercenaries of dictator TRUJILLO. In Cuba today there 
is unity beyond all belief. They have a democracy from 
which the United States could learn much. There is no 
races in Cuba today. The head of the Army, Air Force 
and military force of Orienta Provinse, where a third of 
Cuba lives, are all Negro. 

WILLIAM ^FOSTER was elected Chairman Emeritus, 
CP, USA, on proposition of ELIZABETH QURLEY FLYNN. 
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Nominations were read for the National Committee. Prior 
to this at a meeting of the California delegates, 12/21/59, 
CHARLENE ALEXANDER, DOROTHY HEALEY, BEN DOBBS, ANITA 
ROSTODHA, JOHN HELLMAN, WILLIAM TAYLOR and JOSEPH 
MARTINEZ, were nominated. BEN DOBBS, DOROTHY HEALEY 
and CHARLENE ALEXANDER were elcted. 

DOROTHY HEALEY stated that they had called 
HOWARD LOUKS in Bloomington, California, and asked him 
to be a candidate, but that he had declined saying that 
it was impossible for him to accept. DOROTHY HEALEY 
stated that they thought HOWARD LOUKS would be a good 
candidate since he was the chairman of the San Bernardino- 
Riverside Counties CP. After this meeting of California 
delegates, several of the participants questioned JOSEPH 
MARTINEZ'S withdrawal from the election. He stated that 
DOROTHY HEALEY had made it clear to him that if anyone 
from the San Bernardino-Riverside Counties CP was to be 
placed on the National Committee it would have to be 
HOWARD LOUKS, and in view of this attitude on the part 
of DOROTHY HEALEY, MARTINEZ was forced to decline the 
nomination. 

HY LUMER then read the list of prefered names 
from each District to the National Committee. 

A report then was given by GUS HALL in which 
he summarized the 17th National CP Convention, stating 
that the party now was completely united behind one 
policy and will move in one direction*. He stated that 
there are still factionalists within the party but 
that these persons must be identified and' eliminated. He 
stated that the party cannot survive with factionalism and 
that these elements must be dealt with severely. Voting 
. for members of the National Committee then took place. 

This session was then adjourned. 

EVENING SESSION FOURTH DAY 
17TH NATIONAL CP CONVENTION 
12/13/59 

The announcement was made that the following 
individuals were elected to the National Committee: 

GUS HALL 
JESUS COLON 
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JAMES JACKSON 

WILLIAM PATTERSON 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

GEORGE f MEYERS 

ELIZABETH' GURLEY -PLYNN " ■ 

IRVING POTASH 

HY LUMER 

PETTIS PERRY 

GENE DENNIS. 

ARNOLD JOHNSON 

BEN DOBBS 

GERALDYNE LIGHTPOOT 
AL RICHMOND 
JACK STACHEL 
T ^PHIL BART 

The state CP ballots were then announced* 
Among those elected were the? following: 

TOM NABRIE. ■' ' , ' 

MORRIS CHILDS 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT 

CARL WINTER 

MICKEY LIMA 

CHARLENE* ALEXANDER 

WILLIAM ALBERTSON 

BERT NELSON 

PATRICK TOOHEY 

DELMAR BERG' 

EMANUEL BLUM- 

BETTY BANNETT 

MIMI PRIEDLANDER 

TOM DENNIS 

DOROTHY HEALEY 

The 1 17th National CP, USA Convention was then 

adjourned. 
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TO: 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED i STATES OOVERNMENT 
SAC, NEW YORK (100-109) D*U? 12/22/59 



FROM: 



SAC, NEW HAVEN (100^16996) 



SUBJECT: 



SM - C 



On 1 1/27AQ. a written report was received by SA THURL STALNAlUm 
f rora l I who should be described at having furnished 

reliable information in the past* The nrl alnal at jlnfonnant ' a 

report Is located in New Haven file I 

is the informant »s writte n account of a Co— unlet 
meeting of the New York - | 
met in Brooklyn, New York, on 



1 This report 
IjgkjfcP) 



which 



ID- New York (RM) 
(2 - 100-lOQ) 
II - 
1 - 



(12-U)) 



1 - 1075^" 

1 - 100- , _ , 

1 - 100-89590 - CP, USA, STRATEGY AND INDUSTRY (7-5)) 
1 - 100-132^91 - CP, DISTRICT 2, RAILROAD RWION (12-13)) 
,1 - 100-130504 - COMINFIL OF BRT ( 7-1) ) 

1 - 100- J~ 

1 - 100- - [ 

jUL- 100- -| 

Qp- 100- - PHIL BART) 

7 - Boston (R M) 
(1 - I I 




'1 - 100-18589 - 
1 - 100- - "CP, USA 



, fact! 



onalism) 



1 - IOO-I895O - COMINFIL OF RAILROAD INDUSTRY) 
1 - 100-21413, - fifiMTNFTTi OF. BRT) 



fTTUNI 



;i - 100-775 - _ x 

(l - 100- - CP, USA, FUNDS) 

1 - Denver (BMl 
(1 - UNSUB j 
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(See next page for more copies) 
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2 Los Angeles . 

(1 - 100- - I 
( 1 - 100- - CP, USA, PUNDS) 

3 - Newark (RM) 

(1 - 100- - COMINPIL OP RAILROAD INDUSTRY). 
,;(1 - 100- - COMINPIL OP BRT) 

(1 - 100- -I f 

7 - New Haven 
(2 - 100-16QQ61 

'l - 100-11181 - COMINPIL OF RAI LROAD INDUSTRY) 

1 - 100-7153 - I I 

1 - 100^11791 - COMINPIL OP BRT) 
(1 - 100-16921 - RAILROAD PENSION 1 CONFERENCE) 
TS:ra 
(33) 



"I met I ti n Grand Cen tral 

Terminal,. N,Y. at 5:15 PM this date, I 1 called 

me on the telep hone pr ior to this date and asked that I 
to have f I come with me t o a; meetin g in New 



arrange 
York, Latej 
telephbned[_ 
earlier in' 
days, off, [ 



come with roe w 
1* information -sh owed j that r J had also 

~ and ; reque s ted that he appear 



ay, knowing that this was one of 
could hot appear earlier. 



"We met 

and then went to, a restaurant ;f or dinner. 



tej 

arrived in] 
don no^ have, this address;. 



At 



3(- 



"I have a. report of mx. 
my conversation with I 
I If or d, Essex,. Comarade [ 



will r*ty*ivmA bv thTi 



f: 



fciMn ±es ttcrnlanri covering mostly 

Lwhbm I met in 

I words were very 
group, ATI at the meeting (also 



knew him and thought hig hly of him 



I I also asked numerous questions concerning 



• 
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th 

lodge, (731). I 11a als o going to have 

some taken n sra of and I lis having some 

channeled to I I for his 



with all of t hem and took three for handling m ms own 



He speaks Of having an Menu* of I I I 

would presume it i« through I I the legislative 

representative in| I 

as a 'ball of fire 1 that would like to meet me. He did 
not otherwise Identify him. He said that he might have an 
opportunity- to make a trip to Ne w Haven so on and would 
bri ng I Hwlth him if he did. I , H sald he wants to 

see I about some matter and 

IX 



1 J spoke of I I coming ahead in the party -Said 

he is being elevated | | I am sure. I I 



3. 



v 



Harlow, Newtown, Essex. S he had been here (in NYC) with 
her husband on a visit and I I had gotten to know her 
real well. 

"The topic of conversation centered around the fact 
that the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen (BRT) is going i 
to hold a nationa l conv ention in Cleveland, Ohio on v ■•• ■) 

January 4, 1959 ♦ I l and the New York people who have ; 
never seen a convention are overjoyed beyond words. I j 
composed ten topics upon which resolutions could well be 
written and submitted to the convention for amendment to 
the Cons itutlon. All the group there was interested 
and excised about the subject matter. 
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will be here as soon as possible J I said he is welcome • * ! 

anytime . 



l asked aoubti . I I told him how I had visited 4. 

him on Sunday, Nov. 8th. an d talked an hour or two relative 
to my trip. He said that h d I was sor ry he had not , * 

been to New Haven. I did not tell him what | | said, , .7 

that he was g etting •disgusted 1 over no one coming to see 
him. I I could easily get disgusted as he has again > 

been in the hospital for three days f ®r thinning out his 
blood and all the work of the Pension Conference Bulletin 
seemed to again be on his shoulders. 
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V 



is also forever 
in the p arty > He 
Affairs . 



speaking of C 
e has an artj 



icle in the Nov. Political 
] commented on it, saying he correctly 



criticized the party for not doing_soa©thing on the 
occasion of K RUSHCHEV's visit. I I replled that it 
was agreed party policy that nothing would be done • No 
one ventured as to whether that was wis® or ©tehewiase. , 



| is getting in the habit of criticising almost 
everything in the party. He is forever mentioning w 
voted against it. It appears that only hisr 
and soma ua 



who 



1 



California did. Regarding his I 

iis trying to have him 
efendant named JOHNSON 

from Denvel, Colo. How much progress alo ng this line 
has be en made. I don't know. I I that PHIL BART 

was fr.n l 1 said he looked 

cold and hungry so he took him home and fed him and gave 
him a coat to wear and that was why I l had on such a 
dirty coat today. He does not seem to tnink too much 
of PHIL BART. I would like to be thara when this JOHNSON'S 

name is proposed in place of his| I said 

that his club discussed the Draft Resolution and that 
they voted that it was lacking in raany^aaascts, especially 



thinks not 



in its 1 approach to the Negro problem. „ 

enough is being done for them in the was of integrating 
them as a body, although he does believe they are being 
integrated individually with some expediency. He also 
favors allowing them their own leadership to allow them 
forming a 'national* group for voting and other strength. 



to bee 

National Convention of the CP. 
that he will be there and would like 



to the 

give s zrm impression 



as company. 



reported how he had written! 

\to come to the convention in Cleveland and 



would assist him financially to the tune of about $20 
or $30. I suggested that the New York group might assist 



his as he is a railroad worker* | 

put thumbs down on that, saying he is frr@&® ♦ J I said 
the only way to get assistance for him would be through 
the national office ♦ But - he 1 admitted this was no e&sy 
task and it was submitted that he should b® timncM by ' be'' ,\ 1 
his own section in Los Angeles* I was told to mn4 hie i % 

him copies of my resolutions, and did* ,. •'^t b7D %f^ff^^i 



said we would have an informl 



.<£ . ,.*, 

>», • ... i 

'■>v .'* 



_ r©rasal *g@t tofiathft? prior x-?< J'^f.f r ¥'^^t< 

to the January 4th. convention in Cleveland. It was •••^.-^'^.Vv^-'v^ 
resolved that all me sobers of the RR group that could J 
afford to at tend the co nvention would d© so, even if on__ 
for a week. I l is writing to Fres. KSNNHffif of 

the BRT for an assignment for the duration, but I already 
did and was denied* Z hope he has more success. It 
seems the convention is being 'held in Cleveland and lots 
of Grand Lodge employees will be available for incidental 
duties. ■. A- / ^ 



"I also have a meeting wlth l I any week end • X £$3$ht,:& 

it 



prior to Xmas. M ".>,', 



Upon receipt of the above report, informant was questioned in.^" . , 

detail r.nnnftmlng ,the Information sat forth relating to the l ' 1 -** 

or the ct*. The inrormant was instructed to oe aiert ror any vi. .. . 
more specific information which he could develop concerning i'v*;.-i "•"'.""'** • : ,3" , v:^ 
this matter, and he has not been able to obtain any further ^ • 

details. This matter will be followed through the Informant .\".3.S\ 
and any further information developed will be furnished the ,v.t . 
Denver and Boston Offices. V-V*',"' "'*•)>•'*' 



OFFICE. MEMORANDUM „ UNITED STATES GOV ERNMENT 

i 

i 

TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26044) DATE: 12/24/59 

FROM: SA JOHN P. ANDREWS 1 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION , 
17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS - c 



CCS: 







100-23660 
100-4663 ' 
100-4486 
100-24766 


(ROSE CHERNXN) (SI) 
BEN DOBBS) (SI) 
DOROTHY HEALEY) (Si) 

(JOHN "HELIMANV (Si). 
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100-28300 

100=525211 



(JOE MARTINET) (SI) 
(CHARLENE MITCHELL) (Si) 



100-4963 — 

100-22689 

100-30439 

100-27563 

100-26497 

100-23423 

100-24345 

100-24346 

100-26046 

100-26047 

100-24348 

100-25365 

100-24349 

100-23933 

100-26045 



iL 

it 



) 



PETTIS PERRY) (S3 

ANITA- ROSTODHA) (Si) 
'BILL TAYLOR) (SI) 1 

ELIZABETH WILLIAMS ) (SI ) 
'REVA ZWOLINSKl) (Si) 

POLITICAL ACTIVITY ) 

NEGRO QUESTION) 

YOUTH MATTERS) 

NATIONAL GROUP COMMISSIONS) 

WOMEN'S MATTERS) 

FARMER'S MATTERS) 
'CP STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 
.INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
1 MEMBERSHIP ) ■ 

(DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 



3 - BALTIMORE (REGISTERED) 

(100- 'JAYKE LNU, JACOB GREEN) 
100-12076 - GEORGE A. MEYERS) 
^100-12464 CP, USA; ORGANIZATION) 

3 - BUFFALO (REGISTERED) 

(100-10454 - MORTJJ SCHEER) 
(100-16449 - CP, USA 0RGANIZAT1 

2 BOSTON; (REGISTERED) <& 

(100-775-HOMER CHASE) ^ 

(IOO-20779-CP, USA 

ORGANIZATION) 

t»a ' R^AD 

JPA:mpot) 

(11?)J > 




11 - CHICAGO (REGISTERED) 

(100-12890 - EARL DURHAM) 
(100-12459-FLO HALL) 
(100-3313^ ACK KLING) 
(100-2748-SAM KUSHNER) 
(61-867-CLAUDErLIGHTFOOT) 
(lOO-12789-GERALDINE ■ ' 
LIGHTFOOT) 

(IOO-3OIO8-DANNY LNU- 

DANNY QUEEN) . 
(100-22078-NAT LNU- 
NATE.SHARPE) 
(100-20289-JAMES WEST) 

I ~ ] 

(100-18953-CP. USA, 
ORGANIZATION) , 

& - CLEVELAND (REGISTERED) 
(100-222^EDCHAKA) 
(X00^421-GUS HALL) ' , 
(IOO-I7257-CP. USA, 

5 - DETROIT (REGISTERED)' 
(IOO-807-BILLY ALLAN ) 
'100-8482-TOM DENNIS ) 
100-13420-CARL WINTER) 
,100-13740- ALLISON WINTER) 
!lOO-2050-CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 



ANAPOLIS (REGISTERED) 



-IOO-9529- 




EL BLUM) 
USA> 



ILWAUKEE (REGISTERED) 
,100-4-FRED BLAIR) 
I00-42-I-CP, USA- 
ORGANIZATION), , 



CONTINUED. NEXT PAGE 
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3 - -MINNEAPOLIS (REGISTERED) 3 - 

;iOO-371-SAM DAVIS) 
100-1902-CLARENCE HATHAWAY) 
\100-l878-?-CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 

34- NEW YORK (REGISTERED) 

lOO-129629-WILLIAM ALBERTSON) 2 - 

(10a=BO532-HERBERT APTHEKER) 
tgO z 5657^HIL BART) 
T0^S5g g3-ERIC BERT ) _ 

100- [ 1 

101- 559-JESUS COLON) , 2 - 
'100- MIKE C.- 'MIKE CRENOVICH) 

100-23825-BEN DAVIS) 
,100-8057-EUGENE DENNIS) 
lOO-1696-ELIZABETH PLYNN) 
,100-9365-WILLIAM Z., FOSTER) 
IOO-93665-MIMI FRIEDLANDER) 8 - 

( 100^13483-BETTY GANNETT) 
iqO-13473-SIMON GERSON) 
,100-16785- JAMES JACKSON) 
.lOO-16021-ARNOLD, JACKSON) 
,100-105078-HY LUMER) 
'100-79025-MILDRED MC ADORY) 
IOO-I3203-GEORGE MORRIS) 
100-13444-JOE NORTH) 
100-84275-WILLIAM PATTERSON) 
100-48033-IRVING POTASH) 
(100-95550-PAUL ROBESON) 
100-118174-MILT ROSEN) 2 - 

(100-64974-NAT LNU-NAT i 

ROSENBLATT) 
>00-l8065-JACK STACHEL) 
100-49430-PAT TOOHEY) ' 4 ~ 

,100-15946-JAMES TORMEY) 
'100-50094-ESTHER CANTOR UNGER) 
IOO-26OI8-LOUIS WEINSTOCK) 
100-9595-WILLIAM WEINSTONE) 
IOO-54555-EVELYN WIENER) 
lpO-80641; 100-81752, CP, USA 
ORGANIZATION) 



PHILADELPHIA (REGISTERED) 
(65-1686-TOM NABRIED) 
(65-4641-DANNY LNU-DANNY 
RUBIN) 

(IOO-31723-CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 

PORTLAND (REGISTERED) 
(100- NORMAN,, HAALAND) 

(IOO-3952-CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 

ST. LOUIS (REGISTERED) 
(100- • C. MARTIN- 
MORRIS CHILDS) 
(100-7781-CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 



(REGISTERED 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
(100-27 Q 88~ 

61-398-ARCHIE BROWN) 
100- , JQE FIELDS ) 

65-1242 -MIGKEY_JlJMA1: . 

100- ■ I I 
100- J U ANITA WHEELER) 
65-415-AL RICHMOND) 
[IOO-27747-CP, USA 
ORGANIZATION) 

SAN JUAN (REGISTERED) 

(100- JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 

(100- CP, USA ORGANIZATION) 

SEATTLE (REGISTERED) 
100-127-BURT NELSON ) 
,100-12m3 T MLF<mV SUTHERLAND) 
\100- I 1 
100- CP, USA ORGANIZATION 
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LA 100-26044 
SOURCE 



ACTIVITY 



RECEIVED 



AGENT : LOCATION 



who 

has furnished 
reliable infor- 
mation In the past 
and whose identity 
should he concealed 



17th National 12/22/59 
CP Convention, 
12/10-13/59 



Writer 



Informant furnished the following written report dated 
12/21/59, concerning the fourth and final day sessions of the 17 th 
National CP Convention (12/10-13/59 incisive), held- at the Theresa 
Hotel, 7th Avenue and 125th Street, New York City on 12/13/59. 

"Dec-21-59 

"Sunday Dec-13th 1959* attended the fourth and last, day 
of the 17th National Convention of the CP, U.S. A,, held in the 
Theresa Hotel at 125th Street and Seventh Ave., New York, NY. 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



"Of those present the following I, recognized: GEORGE MAYERS, „ 
IRVING POTASH, MIKE LIMA, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, BILL ALBERTSON, MILT~ROSEN, 
ESTER CANTER, JIM T QRMEY. EVELYN. WIENER . MORT 'SHEER> GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT, 
ELIZAB ETH WILLIAMS. T I JOB MARTIN EZ. DOROTHY H EALEY. , BEN 

T riva swolinskey, rose cherni n.i I bill 



DOBBS, f 
TAYLORl 



PAT TOOHEl, ARNOLD JOHNSON,] 



Janita 



ROSTADHO, PETTIS tl PERRY, JOHN. HELLMAN, : CHARLENE MITCHELL, TOM NABRIED, 
-MTMT-PREPIAND ER. ,JACK KLING, GUS^HALL,; BILL. PATTERSONi SAM KUSHNER, . 
I l and JUANITA WHEELER, . HOMER CHASE, MANNY BLUM, SY GERSON, 

JGERORGE MORRIS, MILFRED SUTilE^LANB, ERIC BURT, .ELIZABETH , G.- FLYNN, , 
^ BEN DAVIS, JIM JACKSOlI^rrE^RE^JYMAN LUMER, „J,IM WEST, ED CHAKA, 
* BMJL ROBESON, JOE N0RTH^5ESU^^L0N, FRED BLAIR, BETTY GANET , ED 

RICHMOND, SAM DAVIS, BURTTIELgON; ARCHIE BROWN, TOM DENNIS, CARL WINTER, 
JACK STACHEL, LOUIS WEINSTOCK, WILLIAM.' WINESTONE, EA RL DURHAM. MILL IE, 
, MC ADORY, : JOE FIELDS, CLARENCE HATHAWAY . BILLY ALLEN, 



and NORMAN HAALAND and 



"The first report made was ,the resolution' on Jewish work, 
after which a motion was made to accept the report and to authorize 
the Incoming National Committee to make editorial changes, but to 
keep the main essence of 'the report. A Vote was taken an__ this 
motion was passed. 
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matt ito"^^??^^ 118 cp^JJtee report was given next, by GUS 
HALL* He said that after all the nominations were received 'by 

Sf ni?^r t i <m8 c 2 Bltte ? ^ * as dear there was no balance ol the 
h^J55;?'J5?S ° n the nomina tion for the National' C6mmittee> and 
«? 2SS d# T 1 5 at 4.!? p 3f* e ? ntfttiUm was ^ssing for the following 'fields 
AiLriS: Industria1 ' Youth ' Women Question, Puerto Rico and^Latin 

"Then he (GUS HALL) made a motion that the number of N.C, 
member_ to be elected from the at large list be increased from 
fifteen (15) to twenty five (25) and raise this number of N.C. 
members to sixty (60). A vote was taken and the motion was passed. 
There were two abstentions. 

"The next report was that of the Appeals Committee 
given by TOM NABRIED who reported that the -, recommendations 
of the committee, were as follows: That the two cases in 
the Northern California District, the New Jersey case (which was 
two years old) and the case of HARRY HAYWOOD, be repeated." A. 
vote was taken and the report of the committee was approved. 
However in the case of HARRY HAYWOOD, the committee recommended 
that if he (HARRY HAYWOOD) wanted to rejoin the Party he may , 
do so . 

"At this time the Chairman introduced JUAN SANTOS ■ 
RIVERA, President of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico, who 
was supposed to attend the Convention as a fraternal delegate; 
however because of an automobile accident he did not attend, 
but he was there for about one half hour, during which time he. 
greeted the Convention and related how this accident happened. 
He spoke in Spanish, and his speech was translated by JESUS COLON. 

"After the lunch hour PAT TOOHEY gave a report on Latin 
America at which time he said that there is a great liberation, 
movement starting at the Rio Grand and all the way up to Tierra 
Del Fuego, and he called for solidarity with Latin American ■ 
peoples in the fight for National liberation. After the report 
was given it was voted upon and approved. 

"The next speaker was JOE NORTH, who reported on the 
situation in Cuba, and presented a resolution on Cuba, which was 
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amended to include a petition to the U.Si that. all Cuban prisoners 
in the.U.S. be given amnesty. The resolution and the amendment were 
voted upon and approved. 

"Then^the nominations committee report was given, 'at 
which time GUS HALL made the motion that Comrade WILLIAM* Z. POSTER 
be elected as Chairman Emeritus' by acclalmation. The motion was 
voted upon and approved. 

"Then the names of the nominees'^ to be' elected to the 
N.C. from the at large list was announced.* They are the 
following: EUGENE DENNIS, GUS HALL, JIM JACKSON, HY LUMER, 
BEN DAVIS, ELIZABETH GURLY GLYNN, JACK STACHEL, IRVING, POTASH, 
PHIL BART, CLARENCE HATHAWAY, HERBERT APTHEKER, BILLY. ALLEN, , JESUS COLON, 
AL RICHMOND, PETTIS PERRY, ARNOLD JOHNSON, GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT, ■ 
ERIC ., BURT, GEORGE T MEYERS, WILLIAM WINESTONE, BILL' 'PATTERSON, SY 
GERSON, and the following were named in the following manner": . 
DANNY, a vouth from Chicag o, and DANNY, a youth from Philadelphia, 

l and ALLISON. 

, "The above were disignated as preferred: However the „ b6 
following we re also nomin ated on the at large list. JOHN HELLMAN, b?c 
BILL TAYLOR. I I JOE NORTH. GEORGE M ORRIS. MILFRED . .. b7D 

SUTHERLAND, MILLIE MC ADORY, I I MINNIE FREDLANDER 

and NAT, from Chicago, .also BETTY GENNETT and JIM TORMEY; 

"The following were elected at District and State 
Caucuses and nominatedkto, the N.C. 

"So. Calif. CHARLENEMI TCHELlI DOROTHY HEALEY and 
BEN DOBBS. No. Calif. MIKE LIMA. I l and JUANITA 

WHEELER; -Illinois, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, JIM WEST, SAM KUSHNER 
and FLO. Michigan, CARL WINTER and TOM DENNIS. Ohio, -ED 
CHAKA and KRCHMAREK. 

* 

New .England; HOMER CHASE, 
New Jersey: PAT TOOHEY, 
Maryland: JAYKE (PH), 
Indiana: MANNY BLUM, 
Missouri: C. MARTIN, 
Wisconsin:' FRED BLAIR, 
Minnesota; SAM DAVIS, 
.Eastern Penn. : TOM NABRIED 
Wash, : BURT NELSON 
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, Oreg on, NORMAN HAALAN D. and for the South, ! 

I l and 1 l and from New York, , PAUL* ROBESON, LOUIS 

WBJESTOCK, EVELYN WIENER, MILT ROSEN, ' BILL ALBERTSON and MIKE C; NAT 
aid MORT. 

"While the ballots were being prepared 1 the following 
reports were given: ELIZABETH G. PLYNN reported on the resolution 
on "Party Defence 1 , She went oh to report that, it had been, 
about twenty onet (21) years since the Unamerican Activities Committee 
started the attack on our Party and the struggles of organize^, labor, 
that there has been; drlves-against groups of people of the minorities, 
aid she added that the Taft-Hartley law has been biased to send 
labor leaders to prison and the WALTER-MC CARRAN Act required the C'^P. 
and other organizations to register as Alien Agents. After' this report, 
the resolution on Party Defence was voted upon and approved'. 

"Another speaker was GUS HALL who made the summary speac h 
of the Convention. He said that we (the fP/trty) can say with 
assurance that this Convention met its purpose. That we have 
removed the obsticles in our path, and he added, that the present 
conditions are those that we can say that no one got his way in this 
Convention, that this Convention proceeded in a harmonious way, and" 
and that in spite of the weaknesses of the Party line we .do 'have a 
policy which is 'The Policy', and he went on to say that the fight . 
against factionalism has been won, but added, that, this fight we 
must still continue and urged that this convention give a mandate 
to the leadership, from the top to the bottom to fight factionalism, 
that it will not be permitted,' of, anybody by anybody, arid added 
that we mustjiave confidence in the united front and he went on 
to talk about cadre saying that we need to do a lot of work to 
develop more leadership, that leadership will have to show under- 
standing of the present situation. 

"After GUS HALL'S summary, a motion was, made . to adopt 
the main resolution. A votewas taken and the motion passed. 

"The next report was that of the- balloting committee 
which reported that there were one hundred and thirty three 
(133) voting delegates. They were as follows: 

N.Y.-36, N. Jersey-4, E. Penn -7, New Ing-4, 
Maryland-1, Ohio-7, Mich-6, 111-13, * Xnd-2, Wis-2, 
Mihn__-6, Oregon-1, Wash -"5, So.~Calif_-l9I No. Califj-13, 
Missouri-1,, and , the South"-5. 
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'•" "After" setting the rules, the voting for.N.C. 
members was conducted after which an announcement was made V 
that the newly elected N.C* will hold a meeting right 
after the report of the balloting committee on the results 
of the vote. 

"The sesion adjourned about 7: P.M. to return 
after dinner to hear the report on the vote." 1 

ACTION 

M 

Informant has advised that the identities of the 
delegates listed by him in attendance were either known to 
him -originally or were made known him during this convention 
by their own ' identification either privately or publicly. 

Informant was thoroughly interviewed regarding the 
above and could furnish ho additional information. 

. All other necessary action in connection with 
the above has^ been taken by the writer. 
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Cleveland, Ohio 
Jan. 7, i960 



MEMO: 
PROM: 
RE: 



SAC 

SA ROBERT E. KEHRES 

ORGANIZATION 
100-17257 



COPIES TO: 

100-222 ED CHAKA 

IOO-I5262 HARRY SPENCER 

Open 100 new | | 
100-13223 ELLSWORTH JACKSON 



100-23113 
100-22792 
100-23153 
100-16735 



HEBBjJCRANSDQBE 



MEL HARDIN 
M. CHANCEY 



65-721 
100-18661 

100-14573 
100-17261 
100-421. 



A. KRCHMAREK 
W. KAUFMAN 
B. WASHINGTON 
NEGRO 

GUS HALL 
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DOCUMENTATION 



SOURCE DESCRIPTION AND/ DATE 
OR DATE ACTIVITY REO • D 



AGENT 
RECEIVING 



LOCATION 



12/14/59 



SA ROBERT S. 
BURGINS, JR. 





KEK/rmr 

(37) „^ 
1 - Baltimore (WM MEYERS) (info) (RM) ^\ 3p / 

1 - Chicago (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) (Info) (RM) / »A^-v^ su»jL>> 

2 - Detroit (CARL WINTER 100-13420) (THOMAS/DENNIS) (Info) (flM) 
Minneapolis (HAPGOOD) (Info) (RM) /*y 

New York (CPUSA - 17th National Coifcjdntion) (ELIZ. G. FLYNN) 
(BEN DAVIS) (WM Z. FOSTER) (£HIL BART) .(GUS HALL) (HY LUMER) 
(JACK STACHEL) (WM L. PATTERSOlirTBW^G POTASH) (LOUIS 
WEINSTOCK) (JAMES JACKSON) (-- NOVICK 100-7918) (CHAIM SULLER- 
100-73516) (JAMES GORDON 100-228) (BETTY GANNETT) (lnfo)(RM) 
1 - San. Francisco (ARCHIE BROWN) (info) (RM) 
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Following Is a verbatim copy of informant's report: 



"December 14, 1959. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

"Type of Meeting: Communist Party, U.S.A., 17th 

National Convention. 
Date of Meeting: December 10 to 13, 1959. 

Place of Meeting: Theresa Hotel, 7th Ave., and 125th St., 

New York City. 



, "It was learned that BD-CHAKA. HARRY SPENCER and 

I | from 

Ohio, traveled to New York in one car, leaving 
Cleveland on the morning of December 9, 1959. They 
were to pick up ELLSWORTH JACKSON, who is known as 
CAL, In Youngstown, but did not make connections and 
CAL came to New York the next day with HERB KRANSDORP 
by bus. HARRY SPENCER 1 s wife also accompanied the 
delegation to New York but did not participate in the 
Convention. 
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"It was further learned that | MEL 

HARDIN and HARDIN'S father traveled to New York in 
HARDIN'S car. 

"ANTHONY KRCHMAREK was already in New York, having 
left Cleveland the week before the Convention. MARTIN 
CHANCEY went via Philadelphia. Both KRCHMAREK and 
CHANCEY stayed over In New York after the conclusion of 
the Convention, but most of the other Ohio Delegates 
left just prior to the voting on December 13, 1959. 

"The above accounts for the Ohio delegates, 
alternates and visitors. HARRY SPENCER, who was 
elected as an Alternate, was designated a Delegate 
replacing WALLY KAUFMAN who did not attend because 
of difficulties with his Job. BERT WASHINGTON, who 
was not a Delegate, but who might have attended because 
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"of his high position in the Party, did not attend 
because he did not want the publicity of having 
attended the Convention because it might hamper the 
work he plans to do in the new PHILIP RANDOLPH Negro 
movement in which he does not wish to be identified as ' be 
a Communist. b?c 

b7D 

"ARNOLD JOHNSON was purportedly the head of the 
Ohio delegation, b ut acauallv it was controlled bv 
ANTHONY KR CHMAREK. 1 I 
I 1 HERBERT KRANSDORF and MEL HARDIN'S father 

were visitors. KRANSDORF did sit in on the discussions 
of the Ohio delegation. 

"Before any Delegate could get into the Convention, 
he had to present a green Delegate card which was identified 
with a number. A kit bearing the same" number as the card 
was given each Delegate. The kit contained the Party 
Constitution and a large number of mimeographed statements, 
including the various resolutions. 

"The Convention opened at 10:00 AM, December 10, 

1959. 

"ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN opened the first session 
and BEN DAVIS, New York CP Chairman, was also seated on 
the podium. 

"The Convention began with greetings from WILLIAM Z. 
FOSTER, who was not in attendance. 

"PHIL BART then discussed the methods by which' 
the Convention would operate. There were to be six main 
/sessions, two each day, with principal consideration 
'being given the resulutions which would control the 
operation of CP for the next three years. There would 
also be an assessment of current and future work. 

"The first speaker was GUS HALL, who delivered the 
keynote address outlining the work and policies of the 
/ Party. His speech took two and one-half hours. His 
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"speech was mimeographed and will be given to each 
delegate later. 

"After HALL finished, a discussion and assessment 
of his report was held. After this, the entire 
Convention seemed to fall in line, indicating that he 
had campaigned well and that he had the full : support 
of the Convention, and would be elected General 
Secretary. . 

"HYMAN LUMER spoke next on 'Peace and Disarmament.* 
In discussing the peace movement, he pointed out the 
increase in power of the Soviet Union to the point 
Where it is a standoff between that country and the 
U.S. as far as power is concerned. He pointed out 
also that the Russian and American allies were about 
evenly matched and that a war would be disastrous to 
, all forces. It is therefore essential and necessary 
to bring about some kind of disarmament and Understanding 
whereby both forces could live together on- this earth. 

"LUMER also said that we are being ushered into a 
new era that could mean peace, tranquility and 
socialism for the whole world. 

"He stated that after World War II the 'American 
century' came into being. This new era, as far as the 
American imperialists were concerned, represented the 
U.S. entering the vacuum left by Great Britain and 
taking the place of Great Britain in securing and 
damming Up colonial markets., However, the technical 
rise of the Soviet Union represented the beginning of 
the end of the imperialist era. He pointed out the 
national liberation movements in Africa, Asia and 
the Near East. He also mentioned the Cuban revolt 
and the overthrowing of the imperialist American sugar 
interests and other American interests. 

"LUMER also talked about the economic 
recovery of European countries to the point where 
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"they are now in a. position to compete with American 
industry. He pointed out the ever- increasing imports 
from Europe and Japan, the shrinking American dollar 
and the increasing inflation in the J3.S. 

"tUMER paid tribute to President EISENHOWER'S 
deep desire tor peace, and said that it was not 
necessarily true that a depression would follow the 
cancelation of war contracts, although war industry 
represents some 10 to 15 percent of our total 
production. He said that with the increase in population 
plus the possibilities of dealing With European and 
Asian markets, it is possible that even greater volume 
than the 15 percent war production could be anticipated, 
particularly if trade were started with the Soviet 
Union, China >and the satellite countries. 

"He advised the members to be ready to take 
vanguard roles in fighting for the rights of the 
workers and to see that the gains of labor are 
not disturbed. He pointed out that the peace policy 
of the Soviet Union could mean prosperity for the 
entire world. 

"He said that peace is the central issue today 
and it is very important for the members of the party 
to' work in organizations to help bring about the 
peaceful negotiation of the cold war. 

"He stated that with the end of the cold ; war, 
a great deal of sodal building could take place, 
such as colleges, roads> hospitals, etc. 

"He talked about automation and said that 
industry is now in a drive to break down the ' , 
living conditions of the working class, as exemplified 
by the steel strike, which he said was really a layoff 
instead of asbrike. He said that it was necessary to 
bring about solidarity of all unions throughout 
the country to fight against the possibility of 
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"succumbing to the speed up that will Usher in the 
age of automation. It is necessary- for the ^working 
class to receive the benefits of automation instead 
of making it an instrument ibr 'unemployment. This 
concluded HY LUMER" s speech. 

"The following was given as the breakdown of the 
187 persons in attendance at the Convention: 

131 Regular Delegates 

25 Alternates 

15 Fraternal Delegates 

16 Visitors 

"After the above figures were tabulated, 2 additional 
Delegates arrived, as well as 2 more Alternates, 
5 additional Fraternal Delegates and 32 more visitors. 

"The following states or districts were represented: 

"New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, .New England, 
Michigan, Maryland, Washington, D.C., Washington State, 
Ohio, Indiana> Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Oregon, 
California, Texas, Alabama and Minnesota. 

"There were 112 males and 39 females- in attendance. 
33 Negroes were present. The following is braken 
down according to age groups: 



Under 25 


- 1 


25 to 35 


- 39 


35 to 40 


- 22 


4o to 50 


- 48 


50 to 60 


- 44 


Over 60 


- 8 
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"Two-thirds of the Delegates were over, 4o. 

"The following is the breakdown according to 
length of service in the Party: 

Under 10 years r 11 

10 to 15 years - 25 

15 to 20 years - 24 

20 to 30 years - 68 

"The following is the breakdown according to 
occupation: 

Industrial workers - 43 

White collar - 40 

Housewife 9 

Professional 5 

Self employed 4 

Farm 2 

Students 3 

49 persons present were members of a trade union. 

"The following is a report of the discussions of the 
•Worker 1 Committee which met on Thursday night, 
December 10, 1959. 

"Members were: a delegate from Michigan who works 
principally on Nationality matters, a delegate from 
Illinois, HAPGOOD from Minnesota, SPENCER from Ohio, 
JACK STACHEL, PATTERSON from the New York 1 Worker' 
office and Chairman BILL MYERS of Maryland. 
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"One of the discussions concerned complaints about 
the content of the 'Worker* and the manner in which it 
is displayed. They asked that the editors take greater 
care. There was also a call for a Midwest edition of 
the "Worker 1 to be published not later than May 1. 

"There was also a discussion concerning increasing 
the political significance of the paper, as well as the 
circulation. The Committee also said that the mass 
character of the paper has to be designed so that the 
working class would be able to get information within 
the range of their experience, and should not talk above 
them: Efforts must be made to make the paper more 
readable . 

"A 'Worker' Fund Drive was proposed from January 12 
to May 1, with no determination made of the exact amount 
expected to be raised,but it should be from $75*000 to 
$100,000. The circulation of the paper is now 14,000 
and they expect to Increase it to 20,000. 

"They said that there are a number of newsstands 
carrying the paper in Illinois and Michigan. JACK STACHEL 
stated that in his district, the newsstands are 
responsible for a great many papers. He also said that 
an independent operator should be set up to see to it 
that the 'Worker* circulation is increased. 

"It was pointed out that the Jewish section of the 
Party did not support the 'Worker' and that money was 
hard to get from them. It was Understood that a better 
Jewish policy has to be hammered out before they can get 
the Jewish comrades back to supporting the 'Worker' 
drives. The recommendations of the Committee were 
included in the Delegates kits. 

"The Trade Union Resolution was given by IRVIN 
POTASH during the second day session. This took about 
an hour and the speech he made just elaborated on the 
Resolution furnished the Delegates. 
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"After his speech, five or so persons who were 
evidently on the Trade Union Committee affirmed his 
statements. 



''LOUIS WEINSTOCK from flew York spoke of minority 
protection and "talked at great length apologizing 
for the 1956 Hungarian revolt. He pointed out that 
the Russians had the correct analysis of ' the Hungarian 
situation and that he had recently been in Hungary 
and his observations bore out the correctness of the 
Russian estimate of the situation. 

"CARL WINTER spoke on the need of the CP In the 
world peace movement. 

"JIty JACKSON spoke on the history of the CP and 
USSR and talked at great length about the Cuban QP, 
solidarity of Latin and South American countries, the 
developments in Canada, the revolutionary movements 
in Africa and solidarity with the African peace 
movements. 

"ARCHIE BROWN of Northern California spoke about 
the major problems in California. He also seconded the 
speakers on peace, stating that there should be an 
end of the military draft in the U.S. 

'!He also told of his experiences in the Party in 
California where a certain section of the Party has gone 
over to the Trotskyites and has been evicted from the 
Party. 1 ' 

"CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT gave a long report on the 
Negro question. The material at the Convention 
Included all the essential points made by him. The 
number one difference between the old and new position 
of* the Party on the Negro question Is simply this: 
Life has proven to them that the position taken before 
on the national liberation question was not the proper 
solution to the Negro problem concerning the theory 
that Negro minorities in Southern black belts set up 
their own Government. This the Negro does not want, 
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"and LIGHTFOOT pointed out that the bourgeoisie 
revolution has not come to fruition in the Southern 
belt. The Negro wants to be an American citizen with 
the rights accorded all American citizens. 

"He also called for the organization of 
unorganized Negroes and whites throughout the 
South. He said that in sections where the Negro 
is in the majority, it should be administered by- 
Negroes, thus giving Negroes full powers in those 
sections of the South where they are in the majority. 
He spoke of the necessity of housing as being one of 
the basic issues in both the South and the North. He 
pointed out that the Negro question was one of the 
most Important questions for the CP to solve. 

"He also spoke of the dangers of the Moslem 
movement in the U.S. because it is potentially anti- 
Semetic and also a movement very closely connected 
with Fascist tendencies. 

"There was a Women" s Resolution reported by a 
woman from California. She pointed out the obvious 
things such as pay differential between men and 
women, better jobs for men than women, and the super 
profits made by employers on women workers. The problem 
of male supremacy was discussed. She called on the 
Convention to popularize the role of women under 
' socialism and what they are able to contribute under a 
socialist regime. 

"ANTHONY KRCHMAREK, who was one of the most 
important speakers, talked on the steel situation. 
KRCHMAREK ranks with the top leaders of the Party. He 
called on the Convention to do everything in its power 
to break down the company proposals in the steel industry. 
He urged the Convention to unite on an economic struggle 
and the economic struggle should merge with the 
political struggle. He exhorted the Party to whole- 
heartedly back the steel strike and help bring about 
solidarity of all the labor Unions. He said that the 
gain of the steel workers would be a gain for the 
entire working class and a step forward in teaching 
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"the workers of the U.S. their immense political 
possibilities. He also called on the members to 
fight against the LandrumrGriffin Bill. 

"The Jewish Committee met Saturday and Sunday 
mornings. Some of the members of that Committee were: 
a Delegate from Boston connected , with the 'Freiheit 1 ; b6 
NOVICK, who is believed to be the Editor of the b7c 
'Frelheit' : STILLER, from New York was Chairman o f the b7D 

Committee; | | and 

HARRY SPENCER, both from Ohio; a Negro from Illinois 
and JUNE GORDON, who represented the Emma Lazarus Clubs 
in the U.S. 

•,"The meeting began oh a rather discordant note 
because the entire Committee realized that 'the Jews 
who were close to the CP have left the party and even 
many of those who were members have left due to the 
revelations in Russia of the autrocities iri the Soviet 
Union and the dissolution of the Yiddish press and culture 
in the Soviet Union. These problems will have to be 
Ironed out before the Jews will again become interested 
in the Party. The Jewish Section has been strong in the 
Party in the past in making financial contributions. 
However, for the last six or seven years, the Jewish 
groups have given little or nothing to the Party. 

"There were discussions of the history of the Jews 
in the U.S. and their contributions to social progress; 
their struggles to establish unions, etc. 

"A discussion of Israel also took place. NOVTCK 
was a little hesitant 'in hammering out his position. 
It appeared that he was somewhat in agreement with the 
rest of the Jews regarding their position in the 
Soviet Union. It would not have been wise for him to 
have expressed such views and he therefore gave a 
garbled account which circumvented the issue entirely. 
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"The suggestions of the Committee were put in a 
resolution for the National Committee to take up and 
put in more workable fomu They asked that the 
Committee prepare a formal resolution on the Jewish 
question by January 15* i960. 

"The Committee also suggested that the central 
body of the CP set up a national Jewish Commission 
that would meet at least three times a year to 
discuss Jewish matters. 

"SULLER reported the results of the Jewish 
Committee meetings on the Convention floor. He 
said that the history of the Jews indicates that 
they are progressive minded, but being led by middle 
class leadership, have defected from the Party line. 
He made statements indicating that the National 
Committee of the CP has not paid too much attention 
to the Jewish problem and therefore were unable to 
set up a resolution. He instructed the incoming 
National Committee to prepare a statement on the 
Jewish question and have it ready by January 15, i960. 

"He also pointed out the necessity of bringing in 
the American viewpoint of the Jewish question, the 
relationship to Israel and to make explanations about 
the so-called discrimination in the USSR, the massacre 
of Jewish doctors and the demise of the Yiddish press 
in Russia. 

"A delegate from New York gave the Youth Report. 
He pointed out that the youth work is growing and 
multiplying satisfactorily. He suggested that Marxist 
clubs be set up in colleges. He also said that May Day 
should be a day for youth. He called for the re- 
establishment of a State Commission on Youth Affairs. 
The following are some of the Youth planks: 

"Fight for the right to learn; eliminate 
discrimination; Federal scholarship loans; free night 
schools; decent wages for teachers; education for 
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"socialism; right to a Job and on the job training, 
and unemployment insurance Tor all graduates until 
they are able to secure a job. He also called for a 
program of slum clearance and a youth recreation program 
on a Federal basis. 

"He also stated that there should be a war 
against moral crimes, sexual perversion, etc. He 
said that adult legal status should be given to 
persons 18 years of age. He called for the abolition 
of the draft and a youth exchange between the U.S. 
and socialist countries. 



Cleveland, sat in on the | | His private 

comments were somewhat fuzzy. He said that he did 
not understand all the things they wanted to do. 
He felt that the Federal budget would go up to a 
hundred billion dollars on the youth problems alone 
if they put their plans into effect. To him, it was 
more wishful thinking than actually attacking the 
youth problems directly. He also indicated that it 
was more talk than action and he could not see where 
an action for the establishment of a Youth organization 
would occur unless these generalities were turned 
into specifics and a more realistic approach to the 
youth problem was made. 

"Concerning Party membership, It was announced 
that according to dues payments there are about 
6,000 members. However, it was pointed out that not 
everyone had paid his dues, and that the figure should 
be closer to 10,000. A membership recruiting drive 
last to May 1, I960, was also proposed. 

"BETTY GANNET also spoke during the Convention, 
Her talk was concerned with education work and the 
Marxist approach to mass movements. 

"DENNIS, a male from Detroit, spoke about better 
coordination between the Party leadership and the 
members . 
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"A delegate from Buffalo gave an estimate of their 
struggles in the organization, and said that although 
the size of the CP was small, they were able to 
disseminate the members to all levels of struggle 
and attach themselves to all types' of labor unions 
and mass organizations. They proposed that there be 
a quota for new members and Marxist study groups to 
be instituted before May Day. 

"It was apparent at the Convention that the CP 
is now unified under the leadership of GUS HALL. 
Thus, they are in a better position to carry out 
concerted action throughout the U.S. to recruit new 
members. 

"The congratulatory messages from Communist parties 
throughout the world shows that the CP, USA, continues 
to have close ties with these organizations. DUCLOS 
of the French CP commended the American party for its be 
courageous work in getting rid of the left and right b7c 
deviationists and agreeing on a single policy to help 
bring about socialism. There were congratulatory 
messages from the Soviet Union, Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, India, and the new African Republics. TIM 
BUCK of the Canadian CP wrote a long letter of 
c ongratulat ions . 

"There was a delegate from Puerto Rico who met with 
an -accident in New York City and was hospitalized. 
However, the last day of the Convention, in spite of 
his injuries, he limped to the Convention and delivered 
his congratulatory statement. 

"Concerning the Committees on which Delegates would 
serve, this was left up to each state delegation and, 
in the case of Ohio, ANTHONY KRCHMAREK and MARTIN 
CHANCEY made the decisions. The Ohio delegates served 
on the following Committees: ED CHAKA - Steering 
Committee; ANTHONY KRCHMAREK - Steel and Nationality 
Committees; MARTIN CHANCEY— Constitution and Anti- 
Monopoly Committees, he also spoke on the anti-monopoly 

rftRr>1nf-,1r>n; MKT, HABDTM and HAT. , Negro Questio n Committee; 



| | HARRY 

SPENCER - 'Worker' ana Jewish committees. 
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"In each Committee, as the policies of the Party 
were hammered out, the Chairman of each Committee was 
designated to draw up a resolution on the agreements 
of the Committee members. These were mimeographed 
and given to each delegate. A. main speaker was 
designated for each of the Committees and he 
proceded to read the resolution on the floor. In 
the main, the resolutions were the same as- the mimeo- 
graphed copies. That were then from two to five 
speakers, depending on the importance of the question. 
These speakers simply seconded the opinions of the 
Committees. 

"There was very little dissention in the entire 
Convention. It was apparent that the leaders believe 
that the prospects for increasing the size of the 
Party are very bright, 

"There were three main questions considered at 
the Convention which must be examined vigilantly 
because it is on these particular points that the 
CP expects to operate for the next three years. 

"The number one point is carrying out Russia's 
policies for ending the cold war. This is what they 
termed a peace offensive. 

"The second most Important point was making the 
Negro Question a central issue. 

"They made the Negro Question an issue fixxa these 
points: 

(1) Integration and integrated housing. 

(2) Organizing the Negroes and poor whites in the 

South. 

(3) Carrying on a vigorous fight for the recognition 
of colonial colored people throughout the world, 
especially the iciplent republics of the African 
continent. 
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"They also called for closer unity between 
Negro and white workers in all phases of activity 
in the U.S. 

"They asked for cooperation in enlarging and 
activizing the PHILLIP RANDOLPH movement. The best 
cadres of the Negro communists are asked to Join 
together with active white members in trade unions to 
give impetus and credence to this movement. The 
Negro women were also brought into this question, 
pointing out the important role they play, not only 
in their families> but as work horses. 

"The third most Important task in the Communist 
field is the coalition of anti-monopoly forces 
throughout the. world i 

"The Convention also considered the problem of 
Nationality groups in the West and Southwest, and a 
statement' was written on the Mexican question in those 
areas where there is exploitation of farm labor by 
large industrial farms. They believe there is fertile 
ground here for helping the organization of Unions 
and in increasing the Party. 

"The Ohio delegation exerted a great deal of 
influence at the Convention, because of the importance 
of some of the Ohio members. The most important was, 
of course, GUS HALL and the others with substantial 
influence were HY LUMER, ANTHONY KRCHMAREK, ED CHAKA 
and MARTIN CHANCEY. 

"The writer left the Convention Just prior to the 
elections. The remaining Delegates were permitted to 
cast the ballots of those who had to leave. " 



Extreme care should be used in disseminating the 
above information to paraphrase it so as not to reveal 
the identity of the informant. 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

SAC,CHICAGO (100-18953) DATE: /"/^^ 

SA GEORGE H. BENIGNI 

CP, USA, ILLINOIS DISTRICT- 
ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



who has furnished 



On December 17, 1959, | 

reliable information in the past, orally advised SA ROBERT E. 
BOWE of a meeting of the Illinois CP delegates to the National 
Convention, CP-USA, on December 12, 1959, to select its nominees 
for the National Committee of the CP. 
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This oral information was writ ten up in n arrative 

f or his 



iti 

report form and subsequently returned to | 

approval and si gnature. The signed original narrative report 
is located in A ] | 



2 - Detroit (RM) 

1-100-13740 (HELEN WINTER) 
1-100-2050 (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

4 - Los Angeles (RM) 

1-100-4486 (DOROTHY HEALEY) 

_ I^IDO- (PETTIS PERRY) 

* 1-I0$r52579 (CHARLENE MITCHELL) 

1-100-26044 (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

2 - Minneapolis (RM) 

1-100-1902 (C. HATHAWAY) 
1-100-1878-P(CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

21 - New York (RM) 

1-100-13483 (BETTY GANNETT) 
(^1^100-56579 (PHIL BART) 
1-100-84994 (GUS HALL) 
1-100-80532 (HERB APTHEKER) 
1-100-32826 (JIM ALLEN) 
1-100-84275 (WILLIAM PATTERSON) 

1-100-18065( JACK STACHEL) 
1-100-16021 (ARNOLD JOHNSON) 
(Copies continued on jti page) 
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Copies continued 
21-New York 

1 - 100-559 (JESUS COLON) 

1 - 100-9595 (WILLIAM WE INSTONE) 

1 - 100- (GENE DENNIS) 

1 - 100-16785 (JIM JACKSON) 

1 - 100-13473 (SI GERSON) 

1 - 100-1696 (ELIZABETH GURLBY FLYNN) 

1 - 100-9365 (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 

1 - 100-105078 (HY LUMER) 

1 - 100-48033 (IRVING POTASH) 

1 - 100-13444 (JOE NORTH) 

1 - 100-129629 (BILL. ALBERTSON) 

1-100-80641, sub B ( CP, USA, 17th NATIONAL CONVENTION) 
1 - 100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

17 - Chicago ! 



- 100-644 (LUCIOUS ARMSTRONG) 

- 100-21073 (LESTER DAVIS) 

- 100-12459 (FLO HALL) 

- 100-2748 (SAM KUSHNER) 

- 100-30108 (DANNY QUEEN) 

- 100-22078 /WATR, SWAPPER 

- 100-2749 ] 

' « 100-4031 (MOLLIS GOLD) 
t 100-3470 (MORRIS CHILDS) 
-100-12890 (EARL DURHAM) 

- 100-3313 4 (JACK KLING) 

- 100-12789., (HBRALDYNE LIGHTFOOT) 

- 61-867 (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 

- 100-20289 X JIM WEST) 

- 100-22483 (LOLA BELLE HOLMES) 
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December 17, 1959 
,1 T Chicago, ^Illinois 

On the evening of December 12, 1959, the Communist 
Party of Illinois (CP) 'delegation to the 17th National Convention 
of the CP-USA met in a caucus to select its nominees for the 
National Committee (NC) of the CP. This meeting began at about 
6:00 PM and continued on until almost 9:00 PM. „ 

The following persons were present for this meeting: 

LUCIOUS ARMSTRONG MORRIS CHILDS 

LESTER DAVIS EARL DURHAM 

FLO HALL.. , JACK KLING 

, ,, , w ,nSAM KUSHNER 7llB- CLAUDE LIGHTF00T - 

DANNY -QUEEN GERALD YNE LIGHTFOOT 

NATE SHARPS JIM WEST 

I ~~l LOLA BELLE HOLMES be 

MQLLIE GOLD I ' b7c 

±'rr"» * - ■ / % . b 7D 

The caucus first started to list the people that it 
wanted to have nominated on the list of state /delegates for. the 
NC, but it got into a hassle over this, so it was decided to ^ 
first list the at-large nominees. 

.*„ JIM VEST did a lot of talking. at this time about what 
type of NC there should be and pointed out the need for emphasis 
o^ the Neifro Qiestfion, youth work, women,, etc' >v . ' 

For some reason a maneuver was carried out in this 
meeting by which CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT was not put into the at-large 
category.' It was indicated that the Illinois District did hot 
want to "take a chance" oh LIGHTFOOT as an at-large delegate but 
would rather place him as first choice of the Illinois District 
delegates on their, state slate. (There was more behind this; than 
there appeared because it would be obvious from i'he reaction fop 
people at the National Convention that LIGHTFOOT. is quite popular 
and undoubtedly would have- easily won ah- election as an at-large 
delegate and thereby ; give the Illinois District ah additional 
representative oh the NC. This was not done^however, and LIGHTFOOT 
was entered as a nominee for .the Illinois District slate.) ; " 

The following persons were selected by the Illinois Dis- 
trict delegation as its nominees for the at-large position on the 

•NC: ■' , ' 



\ 



a, 



DANNY QUEEN GENE DENNIS 
HELEN WINTER (who used the name HELEN 

ALLISON at the Convention) 

BETTY GANNET JIM JACKSON 

<>*HIL BART SI GERSON 

{ GUS HALL ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

HERB APTHEKER WILLI AM Z. POSTER 

JIM ALLEN HI LUMER 

WILLIAM PATTERSON IRVING POTASH 

JACK" cSTACBEL JOE NORTH 

> ARNOLD JOHNSON BILL ALBERTSON 

DOROTHY HE ALE Y PETTIS PERRY 

JESUS COLON CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

' WILLIAM WEINSTONE JACK KLING 
* GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 

JACK KLING defined and GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT sought to . 
decline from the at-large category. She said that she could not 
see herself being elected one of fifteen and added that she 
actually had not made up her mind as to whether she wanted to be 
elected. She pointed out that this would pose many problems of 
getting away, especially with her child, etc. 

After the above nominees were listed, a minor debate 
eame^up in the Committee because it was ^proposed that the list 
be cut down to 15, but after some discussion it was, decided to 
leave it as it was. It was pointed out, however, that undoubtedly 
these people listed by the caucus would be also nominated from 
other Districts, so there was no point in arguing over reducing 
the number to 15. It was felt that this would be of no particular 
significance and -.whether or not they were nominated by the I Hinds 
District would be of little importance in the end. 

The next item taken up was the nominations of pecple for 
the state list of delegates. This listwas as follows: 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT FLO HALL 

SAM KUSHNER KATR RTTARPE b6 

geraldyneTIlightfoot I I b7c 

EARL DURHAM JIM WEST b7D 



After- this l ist was presented, EARL DURHAM declined, 

and GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT declined; JIM WEST 



said- he wanted to decline in favor of NATE SHARPE. He proceeded' 
to show the need for having industrial people on the NC and felt 
for that reason SHARPE should be on it. SHARPE objected to this 
and pointed out how important WEST was in his work in the Illinois 

»2- 



District, etc. All others $Lned ■ in with this sentiment about 
the necessity of WEST on the NC, 

WEST said that he felt the Illinois, District could 
hardly explain not having an industrial worker in its list of 
nominees for the NC, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT injected the fact that 
what many people .probably were not realizing was that FLO BALL 
is one of the best industrial workers in the Illinois District* 
On top of that, she is a woman and active in the trade union'. 

There were arguments around the issue of who should 
be dropped and this discussion took about an hour. {Everybody 
was arguing to the lndispensability of everybody else except 
SAM KUSHNER. ^KUSHNER was conspicuously qui*. EARL DURHAM and 
LESTER /DAVIS 'Rested impatient to put the fatter to a vote as it 
was "felt this "matter would not be resolved in- the discussion. 
It ,was pointed out that nbmatter how much discussion was taken 
up there still could only be four people nominated. 

One motion was made to nominate f our people and- put 
one on the at«large category with an indication' that this person 
be given preferential treatment. This idea was voted down. 

At this time it was moved that a vote be taken and the 
results which were obtained though a secret ballot were as follows: 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 15 
FLO HALL 14 
, JIM WEST 15 
NATE SHARPS 12 
SAM KUSHNER 4 

16 votes were cast in the election; however, one of 
them was declared invalid because the person voted for all five 
candidates. 

After the vote total was made known, KUSHNER appeared 
sick and visibly shaken. CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT apparently was also 
upset with the outcome and began to maneuver. He said he wanted 
to re-open the question, etc., but nothing was done on this. 

\ In the discussion at this time, GERALDYNE LIGHT! 
was convinced to run as an at-large candidate for the NC.f 



| I that if she did not run, then undoubtedly 

CHARLENE MITCHELL would be elected. GERALDTNE replied that she 
thought this was a ridiculous assumption and, asked why she should 
be in competition with CHARLENE, The answer to this was that it 
was felt that CHARLENE would be a very negative force on the NC. 
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It was added that CHARLENE was probably elected last time 
because she was a Negro woman running and GERALD YNE had the 
same qualifications but she would do more for the NC. In the 
end", although that concept was rejected, GERALDYNE did agree to 
run as an at«?large delegate. ! * 1 

i T 1 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT next tried to introduce a motion that 
KUSHNER be placed on the at-large category with ";a request that he 
be given a; preference, but KUSHNER rejected this and said that the 
delegates had voted and the decision had been made; 

iThe caucus meeting ended at this time. 

£ ^ ^ (It is to be noted that somewhere along the line, -a 

maneuver was pulled because approximately one hour after the 
meeting had. been concluded, it was learned that NATE SHARPS . had 
agreed to withdraw from the list of Illinois delegates. Apparently 
he had 4>een "blackjacked" to withdraw.) 



Another comment that LIGHTFOOT made during the caucus 
meeting in support of KUSHNER as a candidate for the NC was that 
he has been fighting for a long time to get a smoothly-working 
leadership in the Illinois District, and now that he has a good 
. i* working team, the delegates want to break it up on him. 



-4- 

: . I' 



i/3/Lo- 



fiAOj mi Year, (iw^X&t) 
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dlasc.rlnauu.u or iuruitiauiou. Herein inasmuch' a a* uv iba 
nature, ib bond a $o"iJenfcli'.; SEgSH valuable CTorFani' , 
as w'ue .sou roe Uhereui^ 

On Ujtjiti, m «dvit»e4 -.hat on the 

even in/; uf 1/>A0j Wilt .3AKT, W Organisational secretary, 
-delivered lo tne informant, for delivery to 3?I3 BUCK, 
Canadian CP loader* a sealed cnvelv v o addressed u> ine 
Central CanUteo of the Comuniaa ^arfcy or Canada* and 
renewing that is had ;,ecn sent ty the Foreign Affair* 
Departments of she Central Cwimitw.ee ojT she HuiigarUn socialist 
workers ?art^, The envelope waa sealed Mix *ttat waa 
apparently tna seal or sao Hungarian fiwverriaen,},, 

BART staged that ho baa been tfiven one cuvelwe 
!>y "WILLIAM PATTERSON, W-er rcnoval .lana^er, who stated 
ha .iftil yeoelveU la frou 'Uio uur^arlana iiore", and ahae 
nad .,een *ent fi-ci Hungary via dlptoatie pou^a. 

U4d *iART that; to fee in possession 
of sucii at? envelope was a security Uaxard itjas-uc'i as the 
^ntcti*3 thereof lat&hfc oe hot 1 and tuat if lie Huould *e 
caught .ilUi ,it, ne ml^Uii 00 ahasted -fish being a foreign 
agent, .h>p even an <sapionar.o aconfc^ TUu 'nto art told liARQF 
.10 waa -not inclined so a.acpt tno envelope .ior &'llvrre 40 
iiUCK unlesa he knew what it jon'-alned. Vita a Uncvleto 
of Ua eontenta, no told Mf<T, Ue could ocster iudu3 iu *'Uat 
lamior U should la delivered '„u 3UCKU 



t ~i*Y 134.; I (IaV) (41^) 



a - ;;y - u-iuMli 

I - »Jtf IOC 1 - it- 44 (415) 
.AOlii ^1 
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BARS agreed, with the Informant and aukUoriwed 
the latter to open the envelope, and to explain to 
BUCK that, -for the reasons given above, the CSUSA :had 
luofcruoted the Informant to open the envelope* 'X'40 
envelope contained the rollowlticjt A letter dated 
October 13, 1039$ fron the Central Conaittco of the 
Hungarian socialist Workers £arty to the National CasMitbeo 
of the Cc-iitranlst Party of Canada, thanking the latter for 
an invitation to attend the 7th National Congress of the • 
Canadian C?, and eonve^ln^ fraternal isreetlngs "to the 
Canadian C?j a 43-page document entitled Tncaes of tho 
Central Cunmttee' of the Hungarian Socialist Vorkera 
Party for the Seventh Congress of the parly 'j and si so a 
note, signed PBESO aa 'leader of the International 

Department? of the • Hungarian Socialist Workers i»arty , and 
addressed to the Central Committee of the Communist tarty of 
Canada, stating, You will find enclosed the political thesca 
.for the 7th Ccngresa of our party,, 1 

Photostats of the at?ove-rcentloned documents are 
enclosed herewith for the Bureau* 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) DATE: JANUARY S, I960 

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (100-11978) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

17th NATIONAL -CONVSHT20X 
IS - C 



Reference is mdi to Minneapolis .airtel to Bsreau,-. 
cc NYC, d ated -Decemb er 21, 1959, transmitting copies of the 
report of I I (who Ms provided reliable information 

In the past) concerning the above jsonveation. 

There follows in ©son of th© copies h®r©of {except 
in those copies .to th® Baireau, which has conies .of inform- 
ant's report) th® text of th®' report of I I dated 
.December 20, 1959, which was approved fey and received from 
him .fey SA C. ''Lee Snoeyenbos on December 21, 1959, 
original report is maintained in Minneapolis file 



In a number of instances [ 



] was able 'to 



"identify participants in the convention by first or last, 
names only, by the areas from which they came, or by the 
contents of their remarks. In such instances identifica- 
tion has been attempted by use of reports from other 
offices and the CINAL airtels from New York relating to 
th® convention* The identification thus effected • have ; ;not 
been inserted in informant's report but are set out > below; 
The numbers following the names of individuals under dis- 
tribution of copies -hereof are the pages of informant's 
report where -the- names of such individuals appear. 
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Bureau (RM) 
Baltimore (RM) 
1 - 100-12464 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100-12076 
Boston (RM) 
1 - 100-20778 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100-775 



(CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
(CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) 
(GEORGE MEYERS) pg, 3,21 (| 

(CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) % 
(CP,USA - NEGRO QUESTION 
(HOMER CHASE) pg.lS 



(PLEASE SEE PAGES E ET SEQ. FOR ADDITIONAL C 

A 




MP 100-11978 

In par ♦ 5, pg* 1 CARL BROM should probably have 
been named WILBUR BROM* 



In par* 2, pg* 3 it is concluded that in those 
Instances where only one name was used* informant meant, 
EUGENE DENNIS, GUS HALL, HY LUMER, ELIZABETH G* FLYNN, 
BENJAMIN DAVIS and JAMES JACKSON* 

In par, 3, pg* 3, informant was referring to 
FRED B* BLAIR and in all probability I I 

In par* 4, pg* 3, those mentioned by one name 
only are assumed to have been GEORGE MEYERS, ED CHAKA 



In the last 4 line s of p&r« 5* pg* 3. no doub t 
"TOM" refers to TOM narrtetvI ~ | 

"MIMI" to MIMI FRIEDLANDER j I 

Minneapolis is unable to make a tentative i- 
dentif ication of the individual from California men- 
tioned in the last par* of pg* 3* 

In par* 1, pg* 4, i;he individuals referred to 
bv but onft natmft am In all probability, JACK KLING, 

_] STERLING ROCHESTER, and 
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JOSEPH JAARflNEZ* — 

In par* 3, pg* 4, MT is presumed to refer to 
NAT ROSENBLUTH* 

In the fifth full paragraph, pg* 6* MILFORD 
is MILFORD SUTHERLAND* 

In par* 6* pg* 6, the individual ARTIE emild 
not be further identified* 

In par* 7, pg« 6, there is xeason to believe 
from other reports submitted that that individual is 
RALPH IZARD of San Francisco* 

In par* 1, pg* 7, PAUL fmn New Y®rk is believed 
to refer to PAUL ROBESON, Jr* 

In par. 2, pg* 7, the comrade from Illinois is 
believed to be MORRIS CHILDS* 



B 
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In par. r, PR. 8 J 
probability refer t©| 




land JACKSON in all 




J'and JAMES JACKSON; 



In par. 2, pg. 8, PETE is probably intended to 
refer to PETTIS PERRY. 



In par. 4, pg. 9, the individual named as BILL 
from Harlem could .not b© further identified. 

In par. 1, pg. 11, PAUL of Harlem could not 
be further identified unless he be identical to PAUL ROBESON, 
Jr. 



LOLA BELLE in the same par. is believed to 
be LOLA BELLE HOLMES of Chicago. 

In par. 3, pg. 13, COLEMAN is believed to be 
COLEMAN YOUNG. 

In par. 4, pg. 13 > JIM fr@m Brooklyn could not 
be identified. 



In the third full par. on pg. 14 the individual 
referred to as a speaker from Ohio is probably ANION 
KRCHMAREK. 

In par. 2, pg. 15, DOROTHY from southern 
California is DOROTHY HEALEY. 

In the last par. of pg. 15, the individual 
named as LOUIS WYSTOCK is LOUIS WEINSTODK. 

In the first full par., pg. 16, the comrade 
from Chicago is probably NATE SHARPE. 



In par. 3, pg. 9,[ 



The speaker referred- to in the last paragraph 
on pg. 12 could not be identified. 
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In par. 1, pg. 13, 



In the last pay- on pg. 13 [ 



C 
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In par, 2, pg. 16, the individual referred to as 
JACKSON is believed, from a comparison with other reports 
submitted, to have been MARTIH CHANCEY; and th® 
individual | | 



In par, 3, pg, 16, the individual referred to 
as PAUL from New Y@rk is in all probability PAUL ROBESON, 
Jr. 

In par, 2, pg. 18, the unidentified individual 
is probably JOHN HELLMAN. 

In par. 5, pg. 18, the comrade from Detroit 
is probably TOM DENNIS; 4 

In the last par. of pg. 18, the individual 
referred to as MORT Is MORT SHEER of Buffalo, 

In par. 2, pg, 19, th® female LSGHTFOQT Is 
identified as GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT, 

In par, 1, pg, 20, JUANITA is identified as 
JUANITA WHEELER, 

In par, 2, pg, 20, RHODA is probably RHODA GADSON 
from New York, 

In the last par, of pg, 20, the comrade from 
New York who challenged Chicago Is believed- to be EfELYN 
WEINER, 

, Tn nay. 1 of- pg. 21. t he individual referred to 



In par,, 3, pg. 21, the individual referred to 
as KETTY is KEDDY JOHNSON. 

In par. 5, pg. 21, the individual described as 
a speaker from Maryland is GEORGE MEYERS, 

In par, 4, pg, 22, the .individual referred to as 
a speaker on elections is believed to be GUS HALL, 

In the last par, on pg. 22, the individual 
referred to as a speaker on youth affairs is believed 
to be WILLIAM ALBERTSON. 



MP 100-11978 

In the first full par, on pg. 23 the youthful 
speaker from Michigan cannot be further identified than 
as DANNY (LNU). 



as[ 



•In par. 2. -pg. 25. the individ ual referred to 



In par. 1, pg, 26, Comrade TOUHY is PAT 'T0UHY.. 

'"In ;par. 2 ©f pg. 27 the unidentified 
speaker ©n the Jewish question was in all probability 
JUNE GORDON. 

« * * * * 



Copies 

3 - Buffalo (RM) 

- 100- (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) 

- 100- (CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) 

- 100- (MORT SHEER) pg. 18 
14 -Chicago (RM) 

- 100-33741 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

- 100-18953 (ILLINOIS CP - ORGANIZATION) 

- 100-18956 (ILLINOIS CP - NEGRO QUESTION) 

- 100-18957 (ILLINOIS CP - YOUTH MATTERS) 

- 100- (AFRO-AMERICAN HERITAGE ASSOCIATION) pg. 19 

- 100-3470 (MORRIS CHILDS) pg. 7 

- 100-22483 (LOLA BELLE HOLMES) pg'. 13 

- 100-3313 (JACK KLING) pg. 4 

- 61-867 (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) pg. 3, 8, 11, 12, 24 

- 100-12789 (GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT) pg. . 19 

- 100-22078 (NATE SHARPS) pg. 16 

- 100-18457 (RALPH TURNER) pg. 24 

- 100-20289 (JAMES WEST) pg. 3. 19 

■ I . 
7 - Cleveland (RM) 

- 100-17257 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

- 100- (CPyUSA - NEGRO QUESTION) 

- 100-222 (ED CHAKA) pg. 3 

- 100-16735 (MARTIN CHANCEY) pg. 16 

- 100-421 (GUS HALL) pg. 3, 4, 6, 21, 22, 24, 27 

- 65-721 (ANTON KRCHMAREK) pg. 14 

- 100 (LOLABELLE (LNU)) pg. 13 
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7 - Detroit (RM) 



10 



1 




100-2050 


1 




100- 


1 




100- 


1 




100- 


1 




100-8482 


1 




100-13420 


1 




100-3016 


- Los Angeles 


1 




100-20644 


1 




100-2435 


1 




100- 


1 




100- 


1 




100-4486 


1 




100 


1 




100-24766 


1 




100-28300 


1 




100-56591 


1 




100-4963 



(CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
(CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) 
(CP, USA - YOUTH MATTERS) 
(DANNY (LNU)) pg. 23 
(TOM DENNIS) pg* 3, 18 



(RM) 



13 



(CP,USA - FARMERS MATTERS) 
(CP, USA - DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION) 
(DOROTHY HEALEY) pg. 3, 15 
(HELLER ?) pg. 6 
(JOHN BELLMAN) pg. 18 



3 - 



pg. 21 

[PETTIS PERRY" (PETE?)) pg. 8 
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25 



Milwaukee (RM) 

1 - 100-421 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
l> - 100- (CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) 
1 - 100- (FRED BASSET BLAIR) pg. 3 

5 - Newark (RM) 

- 100-4284 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

- 100- (CP, USA - FACTIONALISM) pg, 

- 100- (CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) 

- 100-56579 (PHIL BART) pg. 2, 18 

- 100-19491 (PAT TOOHEY) pg. 26 
New York (RM) 

- 100-80641-Sub B (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION, 17TH 

NATIONAL CONVENTION) 

(CP, USA-BRIEF) 
(CP, USA-NEGRO QUESTION) 
(CP, USA-YOUTH MATTERS) 
(CP, USA-DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION) 
(THE WORKER) pg. 22 
(NAACP) pg. 10 
100-129629 (WILLIAM ALBERTSON) pg. 3, 
100- (A RTIE ( LNU)) pg. 6 



40 I 



100-81752 
100- 
100- , 
100- « 
100- 
100- 



22 



glCTU0^657^ 
^T- 100-9369 ^TED BASSETT) pgT^ 

- 100-25623 (ERIC BERT) pg. 24 

- 100- (BILL (LNU) FROM HARLEM) pg. 
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1 - 100- (WILBUR (CARL?) BROM) pg. 1 

1 - 100-23825 (BENJAMIN J. DAVIS) pg. 1, 3, 15, 16 

1 - 100-8057 (EUGENE DENNIS) pg. 3, 19 

i - loo- (w.e.b. Dubois) pg. 19 

1 - 100-1696 (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) pg. 1, 2, 3, 24 

1 - 100-9365 (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) pg. 1, 2, 3 

1 - 100-93665 (MIMI FRIEDLANDER) pg. 3 

1 - 100-95636 (RHODA GADSON) pg. 20 

1 - 100-13483 (BETTY GANNETT) pg. 18 

1 - 100-228 (JUNE GORDON) pg. 27 

1 - 100-84994(GUS HALL) pg. 3, 4, 6, 21, 22, 24, 27 
1 - 100- (HARRY HAYWOOD) pg. 25 

1 - 100-16785 (JAMES JACKSON) pg. 3, 6, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 24 
1 - 100- (JIM (LNU) FROM BROOKLYN) pg. 13 

1 - 100-16021 (ARNOLD JOHNSON) pg. 3 

I - 100-10507 8 (HY LUMER) pg. 3.6 

1 - 100- I I 

1 _ 100-13444 (JOE NORTH) pg. 26 
1 - 100-84275 (WILLIAM L. PATTERSON) pg. 7, 21 
1 - 100- (PAUL (LNU) FROM HARLEM) pg. 11 

1 - 100-48033 (IRVING POTASH) pg. 3 

1 - 100-95550 (PAUL ROBESON, Jr.) pg. 6, 7, 10, 16, 24 
1 - 100-118174 (MILT ROSEN) pg. 15, 20 
1 - 100-64074 (NAT ROSENBLUTH) pg. 4 
1 - 100-18065 (JACK STACHEL) pg. 22 

1 - 100-54555 (EVELYN WEI NER) pg. 20 b6 
1 - 100-26018 (LOUIS WEINSTOCK) pg. 15 
4 - Philadelphia (RM) 

1 - 100-31723 (CP,USA - ORGANIZATION) 
, 1 - 100 (CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) 

1 - 65-1686 (TOM NABRIED) pg. 3, 19 
1 - 100-2459 (STERLING ROCHESTER) pg. 4 

3 - St. Louis (RM) 

1 - 100-7781 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100- (CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) 

1 - 100-6970 (HERSCHEL WALKER) pg. 27 

4 - San Juan (RM) 

1 - 100- (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

1 - 100- (CP, USA - COLONIAL MATTERS) 

1 - 100- (CP,USA - NEGRO MATTERS) 

1 - 100- (JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 

12 - San Francisco (RM) 

1 - 100-27747 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100- (CP, USA - FARMERS MATTERS) 

1 - 100- (CP. USA - NEGR O QUESTION) 
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1 - 100-27988 



] pg. 3, 16 
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6 - 



- 61-398 (ARCHIE BROWN) pg, 2. 3 

- 100- I I 

- 100- (RALPH IZARD (HELLER?)) pg. 6 

- 100- (KEDDY JOHNSON) pg. 21 

- 65-1242 (MICKEY LIMA) PR. 3 

- 100- I 

- 61-415 (AL RICHMOND) pg* 17 

- 100- (JUANITA WHEELER) pg, 20 
Seattle (RM) 

- 100- (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

- 100- (CP. USA - NEGRO QUESTI ON) 

- 100- J I 



21 - 



CLS:sao 
(148) 



- 100-127 ( BERT MELSOm pg. 3 

- 100-14241 I I 

- 100-12883 (MILFORD SUTHERLAND) pg* 6 
Minneapolis 

- 100-11978 (CP, USA - 17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION) 

- 100-1878 (CP,USA) 

- 100-1878 Sub P (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

- 100-1878 Sub R (CP, USA - POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 

- 100-1878 Sub V (CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP) 

- 100-1878 Sub HH(CP,USA - FACTIONALISM) 

- 100-1878 Sub JJ(CP,USA - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

- 100-1878 Sub LL(CP,USA - COLONIAL MATTERS) 

- 100-1878 Sub NN(CP,USA - DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION) 

- 100-1878 Sub 00 (CP, USA - STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 

- 100-1878 Sub PP(CP,USA - YOUTH MATTERS) 

- 100-1878 Sub WW (CP, USA - CP LINE) 

- 100-287 0 (CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) 

- 100-5440 (LENA BORCHARDT) pg* 24 

- 100-6408 (LEO GIOVANNINI) pg* 24 

- 100-371 (SAM DAVIS) pg* 3, 24 

- 100-1902 (CLARENCE HATHAWAY) pg. 24 

- 100-9506 (HANLEY HEMMINGSON) 

- 61-29 (CLARENCE SHARP) pg* 24 
100-11808 (ROBERT WYNN) pg. 24, 27 
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Minneapolis, Minnesota 
December 20, 1959 



. The Jbeventeenth national convention of the Communist 
Party, USA, was>held in New fork Cityva-fe'tbe Hotel Theresa in 
tiuit City on December 10^ }1, 12, 13, 1959.- 3 ,, 



Tlie total attendance »at the> convention was 187* Ther« 
were 131 regular delegates, 25 "alternates, 15, fraternal delegates 
and 16 visitors, There were seventeen*- «;t»;£es^an^or districts 
represented? Minnesota; New York, .New Jer*ey,< Pennsylvania, 
New, England; Michigan, Maryland, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin,, Missouri*, Washington State »< California!, Texas, Alabama, 
^|d Oregon, ;-j * v 

There were 32-Wigir^s/''pi*isent, There were 112 stales and 
29 females comprising the regular delegates present. The 
range was: under 25 years qjf .agd,' 1; 25435, 29} 35-40, 22 j 40-50, 
r 48$ 50-60, 44 j over 60 j 8. r * v 

Two thirds of the v«embers /present were over, 4$, years of 
Age. With respect , to length, of time- in the party; under 10 years 
in the. partV, 11; 10-15 year % 24}' 15^20 years, 24} 20-30 years, 
68? over 30 years, 12,- Tfei&^were, five Charter members, 

y ■ '* 

.The first session of "4Jw It th Convention of the Communist, 
Party, USAi : was of ficialiy opened by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn. She 
introduced- Carl Brom whd JLed the delegates^and others present in 
the slngin£»x>£ the- National An&iem. After^he singing was completed, 
FlVon sort^^p6^gized for,^e absence from the convention of 
the political ^priibners, Careen, and others, 



Flynh- then, introduced io^tbf' cp^entic^^Mew'Twh*^ Bed 
Davis* Davis receiyed a >tfindin^ ovation ^rom tbir delegates. 

*i& • Davis begign his^ speech by commenting pa the failure of 
William Z. Foster totget fopasjsport to the r Sovift$ Union, DAvi* 
said Foster should Iftve tfce 0 right to go ^9 the Soviet Union or 
anywhere else he chose to go, 

Davis also' spoke%m ta^ .matter'' 8$ v freed!fc® if or' the 
political prisoners > Green jaid the others, urging that letters 'be 
wfd^ken—to the President of! tt» -United States asking fcr an amnesty 
particularly in view, of thw forthcoming holidays. This matter ^ 
has ,td be -worked on, Davis -said, 

'/ 
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Davis said that although the hays to the city of Hew 
York , ware not offered to the Communist Party, neither were * they , 
of f ered to the Communist Party, in the State of California where 
Comrade Arch Brown made such a wonderful showing in the last 
election, , However Davis -said, forcing the convention to be -held 
in Hew York' City and in Barlem was really, a privilege since it 
displayed the fighting spirit of the Negro people, and that spirit 
night just rub off on some of the delegates, 

Elisabeth Gurloy Flynn then read to the convention 
greetings from William Z, Foster who was in the hospital suffering 
frost, an illness, Foster said in his message that he was sorry to 
be unable to attend the 17th convention but that he knew all would 
go wo 11. He dealt slightly with the question of peace, stating that 
peace '. could, be achieved and that with peace the real meaning of 
socialism could be realised. Be also urged that the delegates 
should try to push forth the meaning of peaceful coexistence, He 
added' that £he necessity was for the convention to' strengthen the 
national "and district leadership of the Communist Party, 

Foster also wrote that after suffering from the thralls 
of revisionism, which arose during the 16th national ^convention of 
the Communist Party, it was rewarding to him to see such a vigorous 
membership drive, , A 

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn then read a message of greetings 
from the Communist Party of Ireland, together with, a number of 
messages from various Communist Party organisations abroad. There, 
was a message from the Communist Parties of India, Great Britain, 
Horway, J Japan, Uruguay, Bulgaria, and Israel. 

" Af$er the. reading of the greetings,' Flynn. said that 
Krushchev *s ivisit to the United States was a sure sign j^hat he is 
acting for peace and that the visit was a significant/move by the 

soviet nniott. 

. Phil Bart of Hew York was the next person to speak. Be 
spoke .about* the agenda for the convention and the organisation, of 
the convention's proceedings. Be said there would be nine sessions 
to conclude.* on the following -Sunday afternoon. Cor tain resolutions 
would .bo considered in order, he said. In the evening there would 
be discussions for various groups. There was to be held a 
discussion regarding Trade Unions on Friday afternoon, .The Hegro 
question was scheduled to be discussed on a Friday night session, 
along with the 1960 elections. On Saturday morning there would bo 
a discu^ion of the Communist Party organisation* 
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Bart further announced that the various Districts 
represented were to nest and elect members of the National 
Coamittee of the Communist Party* •-< There was a social function 
to be held on Saturday evening, and on Sunday the .election was to 
be held* . 

{ ' "* " 

It was announced that a presiding committee of thirteen 
members be elected, the coamittee to bo composed of six members 
from the national coamittee and seven members from the Districts. 
The names suggested from the national committee were: Dennis, Ball, 
Lumer,' Fiynn, Davis and Jackson; and from the District, West, Chaka, 
Tommy Dennis, Arch Brown , Dorothy Healey from California, Burt 
Nelson from Washington, and Sam Davis from Minnesota* 

A move was made to have a broader representation by 
naming 20 at large members. Blair from Wisconsin was opposed to 
this idea. .Mary from Washington was against the move also. She 
indicated that the move was against the principle of democratic 
centralism. It was agreed that the size of the committee would be 
increased by three additional members. 

During the .afternoon session on Thursday, December 10, 
1959, 'after reconvening, the. presiding. committee made two proposals: 
One was . to name a committee of three to visit Will jtam Z,v Foster 
in the hos pital. Thos e nameo^ were Meyers from Maryland,. Ed from , 
Cleveland, | I from California. It was recommended that the 

proceedings of the 17th National Convention be brought to Foster. 

There was also a proposal for the chairmanships of the 
various, committees namely; Ben Davis for the 1960 : Election 
Committee; .Irving Potash for the Trade Union Resolution.; * Claude 
Light foot for the Negro Question Resolution; Bill A^bertson for the 
Youth Resolution} Elizabeth Flynn for the Defense Committee; 
Mickey' Lima for party Organization; Arnold Johnson, for 'the 
Miscellaneous ResolutlonS*Committee; Ted°B§isett ^f or the Latin 0 
American Re solution; ^Tom f of >the Appea l f Committee Resolution! 
I J the Statement -of Part y Principles C ommittee y a person 

named MlmT for another committee ; | I Firm Committee 

Resolution. '* George Meyer was named for the Commltte on :the Press. 

At- this point a representative of California voiced his 
disapproval to his area being referred to -as a suburb of j Northern 
California. It was agreed that a different sort of statement 
would be made, and that the terms Northern and Southern California 
would be used and one would not be referred to as a suburb. 

• ■ j 
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i On the Credentials Committee were; earned Kling of Chicago, 
Irwin or Irvin of Hew York, Eanley Eeaalsgscu of Minnesota, 
Rochester of Eastern Pennsylvania, and Martinez from Southern 
California* 

It was announced that the rules of the convention would 
impose a time limit on discussions. Speakers would be allowed 
seven minutes of speaking time unless there was a tine extension 
authorized by a vote of the convention. If© one was ,to be 
pernitted to speak for a second time until all of those not bavins 
spoken had spoken once, Preference was to be given to those who 
had not spoken at all on any issue. 

It was stated that on all questions not "covered by the 
Presiding Committee, and where there was a doubt or dispute on 
the cbhSuet of business, Roberts rules were to govern. The 
parliamentarian was named Nat from New York, 

*' • The next item on the agenda at this session " was tho 
keynote- speech of Gua Hall who spoke as follows; 1 " K 

The world is facing turbulent times. The' 16th convention 
of the Communist Party was a success, During the' time of the 
McCarthy "investigations there was a questions as to whether or not 
the party would survive, lb® l«th convention, however, decided 
and made possible the continuance of the Communist Party in the 
United States under Marxist principles. It decided that tho party 
would- struggle through the red-baiting c? the times, " The Communist 
Party v has* come a long way since the 16th Convention, and the 
decision-made at that convention was the right one. 

Socialism is the most powerful voice and force on the 
continents. The morale and fighting spirit of tho socialists is 
on the upgrade and doubts and fears have been dispelled! It is the 
purpose of the' Seventeenth convention to keep that 'spirit and morale 
going.; The i Communist s will have to learn how to broaden out into 
th© streams^' of people and fight for peace openly side by side with 
others. ^The Party should not fail to recognize -what" is* new and 
grasp ;it,.ar the proper time and nourish it until It becomes ready 
for the party's use. * 

' The situation in the United States is that it is leaning 
toward^sojclalism. Socialism has swept across Africa and is sow 
presenting itself to the Latin American people. The force of 
Socialism is climbing high in Latin America. 

In the United States, world trade has fallen to a marked 
extent. The capitalistic system is the cause of the drop. 
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The currant trip of the President of the United States 
has for its main purpose the regaining of trade with 'those >c a - 
countries with whoa the trade of the United States has diminished* 
Also it has for a purpose the gaining of additional trade* 

Total disarmament and peaceful coexistence are definite 
steps toward peace* So also is the banning of nuclear tests; The 
new fresh., and concrete thinking of the Communist Party is aiding 
us in bur struggle. The chant for peace is becoming stronger* A, 
crusade ' for rpeace is not enough £. the peace movement has '\ to come 
from the heart* 

' A* cut in the cost of armaments would bring down prices 
and cut taxes down and would open up a world wide market for 
American^ trade. The war economy has been a widely accepted thing* 
The glory of peace should be brought up in all the various mass 
organisations that Communists 'belong to. 

Automation is in its Infant stage, but already, it has 
cut listo. employment as strongly, a's a grown >up. U** e* v Sehator , 
McCarthy from the "State of Minnesota was quoted concerning 
automation and its effect on unemployment and management. National 
and personal debt together with taxes have steadily risen during 
the past few years* Th«u.credi-£ of the United States, once the 
steadiest, \b now one of the- shakiest. 

The dire position of the American ^farmer is having its 

effect. '» 

* 

The racial question and the housing situation are getting 
worse, t , 

Independent Political Action is sprouting up more and 
more. „ Youth is becoming active in peace movements and voicing its 
opinions. Youth is strongly against the big monopolists. Big 
business^ is: against this stand on the part of youth and'" the 
monopolists^ are unable to swing youth' into the capitalistic system. 
Big business does not like, to have youth taught that the 
capitalistic system is not the -best way, 4 ' k 

The Communist Party should organize and participate in 
the biggest land broadest front in this country* We', should reake 
the Dixiecrats a , prime target point them out, and 'isolate' them* >■ 
The Negroes, should get their full voting rights and equality in * 
the South and the •> North, The holding operation of the ' Communist 
Party is over and the green light is on* 1 And now it is time for 
the Communist Party to play its proper role and start to roll onward 
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taking lio proper place. with the people; The wait and. see 

attitutd'e wcfald only corrode the party's purpose. The < word is 

"onward":;''' •** . . ' . - 

T£e struggle on two fronts, the extreme^ left /and the 
extreme right, swinging to and fro consumes too much ".tine -"in 
discussion" and too little time is used in self criticism. 

'■rs, v •■James Jackson then read .some -greetings -from «Xtaly and' 
another , read • » ■ messa ge . from , the •• Czechs ♦ < < < «* „ t .« 

By Lumer then spoke on the peace and disarmament 
question and the substance of his speech was as follows; 

I '..Be said that the recent visit of Krushchev to the United 
States had (caused a big chant for disarmament around the world. ., The 
question in' the minds of the people' is, what- off eci- will • . 
disarmament^ Wing about./ " Over 70% of the .w©yfcin§i .'force- ^of s#$s. • , 
nation^ will* be iuvolVed, ,S«e 40 billions of ■d^lars have^^m. 
spept'dn armaments) One ■trouble is that; whole A comunlties !are"' 

•«eepen^iSt on arms, factories^-" 'Taxes ©verbtrrdeh Alia -pay of the. 
wj&kersvf ' There, haaf been a "48% rise in •con'suaier prices since 1949, 

'Money spent -for armaments 4 ' could Very well- 'Jftjiusira -for housing . ' Vj >. 
shortages',? hospitals, , schools, pWer^plants^and' the -like. The 



armament race thai't^e ITnltVdV State's is e'ngagear%n has raised the 
national 1 debt to^a high limit. The debt of the United Spates' is 
t^e Hggfest . debt .lin^he^worl'd. . By abandWLng^ |tb> ? building l)tr y 
j armame'ntS'.the>-mpn:^y^9ayeaSb^d. be put ityftf^Xlpind and channeled 
into ther* proper :di*Vqt!i©% ?; %nat is, in pay^'^o^ipo taxes for -some. 

^'^w^W •••» t ^$$fW t *' ■ ■"■' ■ 

* . ' ' r Then Hilford from , %ashing^®n\S l ta t tew|»ad$ : 'a speech -jeoSiaent- 
ing on the' address Of . ^us, Hail. He said*. %M±';. tUk conf usion^f -the. 
Iffth^ConvebUbn was^hot fcaused by the memberships but was WrtfgmV 
about by* the leaderships The. membership 6 ©*- the Party was 
comparatively calm ♦whiles 'the* Party leadership f loundered, and did' 
not listen to the membership. An indieaii&h df>hai the' membership 
wanted and did not get was 1 illustrated in ah ; ©la 3 newspaper '.article. ■ 
He urged thatithere be a combined study of , Marxism and ^Leninism. 

♦•■or * " A Arti« fro& Hew-f^rk then pointed* out ti^t, tridtnflpMf » *' ; 
the Soviet Union would be of benefit to everyone.- He said the 
Soviets could out produce and undersell Americans. Therefore, he 
said that more trade -was one answer to American proble&s and" that 
it would* mean more jobs and more- security for the workers. 

Heller from Calif omia spoke stating that .capitalist 
monopoly -had lost its ■ domin^h^ . Big Business, , in : trying- to,, f race*. 
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Its capitalistic hold ©a the world has stressed having military 
bases all over the world, United States troups should bo brought, 
home. 

,i ■ ' 

Paul frost 'Nov York also spoke* . Ho said the party is 
testing -the .power-, of the masses* The Party should -seek, .-peace' and 
preach peace* The cold war is not over, -he. said* The cold war 
has not been the biggest single issue for the Communist Party* 
Communists must stress the JL&mx& of peaceful coexistence* The 
American tradition should -not be w l®us9d up« on revisionism* 
The Negro has the farthest to go of any of the minority groups 
in the country; The right to vote is- an important question* We 
should. take our stand < t f or American trade ^Th® right^.fo" advocate - 
social' changes and the way to do it ar@ seething 7 £he IP&rty will 
have to work on, ■ *r, 

"' '. ■..A ? Comrade from Illinois stated that «' the -measurement of 
the p|r ty " involves the word* "Actios*" Independent Ps>H£ical Action * 
Independent Political .Action is a task . which should The "undertaken 
to move •masses of people* .The trend towards socialism 4s .shewing 
itself . as far away as Africa in connection with the -colonial 
countries* fThere* there was. voting both for and against^ socialism 
where; a tj cue time 'socialism was not voted on. That is a step 
toward breaking down the monopoly, coalition* The "Party; must 1 
* mobilize masses of people and talk peace* Ton carinot.' cram peace 
- down anyone; J s throat and we must learn, to be patient? " The speaker 

raised' thie question as to why people made such a fuss about fall 
., out. He sa^d health and politics were the answer to that, A big 
^ ; v-' movement ; for-peace is taking place in Chicago* He epeke also on 
. the :tr4p , of President Eisenhower, the Negro question* ' liust learn 
,., to , unite against the steel trust and the monopolies* ' ' Peaceful 
; coexistence ]is a peaceful decline of imperialism, the speaker said, 
but it would not be a tranquil .period* , v * 

lir * Wijlliam Patterson spoke on the Negro question** He said 
that the fight for Negro rights is a fight for constitutional 
government tiiat this governsttint must recognise* .The" Negro struggle 
must bft'jgdem. in dimensional terms j Denial of the -ffegro^as a ! 
citizen i; raw a human being; a fight for the Negro in any part of the 
country is a fight for the Communist Party* The Negro question «4n .. 
the United States should be 'brought before the United Nations since" 
the United States, in the matter of Negroes, has violated its 
'charter. The idea of white superiority is false* 
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The committee on the draft resolution regarding 
the Negro question net in the ballroom of the Hotel Theresa 



on December 10, 1959; Comrade CLAU DE LIGHTFOOT was the 
temporary chairman of this meeting* | 

J of the meeting* A permanent cn airman 



and a permanent 
that JACKSON and 



aeerfltMT mre then elected. It wag agreed 



should remain on tbe committee since tney naa'arrivea in 
Hew York a few days before the convention begun and thus 
were more familiar with the issues and questions, raised in, 
the draft, resolution* 

.* 

PETE, from an unknown state, discussed the report 
of JACKSQN. JACKSON is apparently from. New YeeMu Ee said 
that he believed the Negro question deserverd further study* 
He felt that the question as to whether the Eegafoes constitu- 
ted- a nation apart needed additional consideration. There 
was some discussion of proportional representation; PETE 
said that in the dark days Just passed he wondered how- the 
Communist Party could settle its other issues uortil it also > 
settled the:, Negro question and came to grips with au&b, 
other-, issues* ' He said, Negroes are a nation and that -factor 
should be taken into consideration in the discussion of the • 
question; ■ 

He asked the question "What moved the Negroes in 
the past?" He said- that Negroes In the past were moved by 
the fact that theJParty actively worked- with them* He also 
asked the question "Where should political power in the 
South reside?" He referred to the draft resolution on the .' 
Negro question, the last paragraph, .page six, and- the first 
paragraph on page seven, which reads as follows: 

To be -able to realise these objectives? it is 
required that the Negro people in the United States must , 
secure their full rightful share olLgovernmental power in 
those urban and rural communities where they are the larger 
part of the population generally, and_in the deep South areas: 
of the historic American cradle rand of the Negro people 
particularly* They must constitute a majority power in 
government. In its essence, therefore, the struggle for 
Negro rights is not a mere civil rights fight* It- is a 
political struggle — a struggle for a just share of 
representation nationally, a struggle for majority rule in 
the localities where they are the dominant people in the 
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population, a straggle for a genuinely democratic representa- 
tive government in the southern states in particular and in 
the country as a whole. 

JIM JACKSON of Few York stated that the struggle 
for Negro and white unity should basically consider "the 
things which brought both races into the Communist Party* 
In considering the Struggle for Negro-white unity we should 
consider the mutual interests of the two gi'oups and the 
question of forces. The Negro movement should be considered 
as. a movement, 

■> * < 
He said that some of the things mentioned by the 
comrades at the -convention concerning the resolution on the 
Negro question have been rewarding criticisms. Theoretically 
speaking, the resolution is correct. He asked "What is 
freedom?'* He said even the white citizens do not have 
complete treedom. He quoted from a statement of the national 
Association. for Advancement of Colored People, 

» .. w . ] [ £t ate said that the 

draft resolution axa not aeax adequately with realignment of 
the Negroes* He said that the question of self-determination 
should not be dropped from the draft resolution* Other 
members of the committee felt that the question of self- 
determination needed further study and needed to be further 
analysed so as to adopt an appropriate program on the question 
as a whole* I I that you bad to< pinpoint the 

forces at work in the Negro question* The Party has to move 
out and in different directions and ask the questions who, what, 
when, where* and how* The Party should also determine where 
it can move and seek help* 

BILL from Harlem said that the resolution on the 
Negro question needed redrafting* It was incomprehensible 
to him and he was very upset* He ©aid that with the document 
in hand he could hot go out and approach people on the 
street and tell them what it meant* He said "Hell* I 
couldn't read it myself and understand it; therefore* I 
will have to go back and read from the old resolution and 
quote from, it or insist that this one be reworded so that 
I and the people on the street can understand it*" He said 
that he could not possibly approach someone and say, "Here, 
you take this home and read it, you'll get a lot out of it*" 
He said this could not be done* The people would take one 
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look at it and throw It back in his face. They would say if 
you* can understand it you explain it to me. , He said he 
would be at a loss and would not be able to explain it. The 
resolution needs positive and simplified phrasing and wording. 
He said the northern and southern Negroes have the same 
problems modified only by their situation in life. You 
have to take all of these things into consideration when 
approaching the Negro question and considering the help 
you can get from the Negroes, 

BILL then spoke on the National Association for 
Advancement of Colored People. He did not speak favorably 
about the National Association for Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) . If you do not push the NAACP you do not 
get them to act on the problem you have in hand and in nine 
out of ten cases they do not enter into a struggle until 
victory is imminent. He said that Negro leaders, as such, 
have more influence on the masses than does the Communist 
Party, that is, over the Negro masses , The question Jis 
then how to influence the Negro leaders and impress them and 
to get them to consolidate their leadership into one. 

Aridther problem is to convince the Negro masses 
and to instruct ti^em in the new doctrine. 

He said that the people who stand in the way of 
the Negro getting the right to vote are the Dixiecrats and 
they have to be dealt with accordingly. JIM JACKSON from 
New York was sitting in the committee meeting. The draft 
resolution apparently had been written by JACKSON. He then 
a^ose to defend the Resolution against the charge as to 
its wording, phrasing, and regarding its being incomprehensible. 
JACKSON indicated that the draft resolution had been 
composed with son© help from PAUL ROBESON, Jr* The original 
resolution drafted in Harlem with the assistance of ROBESON 
had been somewhat more conservative than the one finally 
presented to the convention. JACKSON said that the 
Republican reactionaries and the Dixiecrats were the Negroes 1 
enemies and that they are'iresponsible for the economic . 
exploitation of the Negro. He said that if you look back 
you would find that the big banks and big business are 
backed by the reactionaries in the Strath* 1 f ^ ! f T 

' 1 / | In Texas you have the oil and cattle me9,in 
Oklahoma cattle and oil * \, In general; you will*! find that 
those in power are backed 'by the big "business 4 Interests 

% it* . ■ ' 

10 
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and monopolistic forces . He asked, "Wh@re do the bulk of 
the Negro people work in the south or anywhere else for 
that matter?" He' answered by saying that they work in 
the lowest jobs up to a point where they want to keep the 
Negro. There is a certain level. He said that Dixiecrats 
were necessary to the sustenance of capitalism.' He asked. 
•'Where does IKE spend his vacations?" He said his favorite 
haunts, for example, were the estate of former Secretary of 
the Treasury HUMPHREY or not too far away at the estate of 
BERNARD BARUCH. Both of these are big businessmen and 
capitalists, Those are the ones who are the influential 
ones in the Republican party along with a regiment of 
others. Dixiecrats, he said, want to keep the Negro in 
the old plantation role. 

PAUL of Harlem spoke of social militancy. He 
said the Negro desired this more than others . He said 
some Negroes fear monopoly and other do not. The Communist 
Party does fear monopoly. He said this attitude reflected 
on the unity of the Negro people. PAUL said that Negro 
leadership must dedicate itself to the will of the Negro 
people only. The draft resolution should show how to 
channel Negro leadership into a unified force. Mass 
organization should be stimulated among the Negroes. The 
peace question, PAUL said, is related to the Negro question. 
Negro leaders must be independent. They must not be swayed 
or Influenced by outside forces. 

PAUL felt that the resolution on the Negro question 
should be corrected or implemented. The members of the 
committee under the leadership of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT had many 
comments to make on the Negro question and their ideas of 
it. About half of the evening session on Thursday was 
taken up by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT in reading the Negro resolution 
and in his explaining his ideas of it. He also attempted 
apparently to explain to the committee the thinking of the 
National Committee on the Negro resolution. At this point, 
the meeting was brought to a halt and some of the members 
left early. The committee had been unable to reach an 
agreement on the draft resolution on the Negro question. 

M .1 On Friday, December 11, 1959, when the convention 

reconvened CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT asked if 'the, committee on th^,. 
Negro question could .meet '^hiring the^ morning session so that 
they could come out with some justified conclusion on the* ' 

11 - 



draft resolution* He said the question needed a lot of 
discussion. The convention agreed to permit the Negro 
committee to hold a meeting. At the committee meeting 
LIGHTFOOT outlined thirteen matters that had been brought 
up by members of the committee. One was that the draft 
resolution lacks concreteness. Second, it was argued 
that the characterization of the Negro should be dropped. 
Third* the resolution was criticized because it dealt 
directly with the Negro question too much and did not deal 
adequately with other minority groups. Fifth* the 
resolution should state wk<* the main enemy of the Negro is. 
It was felt that the draft resolution did not sufficiently 
elaborate on the question of self-determination* 

Sixth, what is the centrality of the Negro 
question as to the peoples' struggle as a whole* The 
seventh point was not heard* Eighth, the resolution , 
deals insufficiently in opposition to white chauvinism* 
Ninth* it dealt insufficiently with the Negro women 
problem. Tenth, there was dissatisfaction with the 
approach to trade unions. The eleventh point was missed. 
Twelfth* it was felt that the resolution should defel with 
Negro youth and with the church element in the question. 
At the Friday meeting there was a vote in the committee 
of thirteen to five to reaffirm the stand of the Communist 
Party on the issue of self-determination* The question 
was asked "What are the class forces that form the class 
core of Negro liberation?* There was discussion of gains 
and losses under capitalism and socialism* 

The committee appeared to take the position 
that everything the Negro could gain under the capitalistic 
system has already been gained* It was felt that there 
would be significant gains under socialism with little, 
if anything* to lose. There is still much to be lost under 
capitalism and under capitalism much has already been lost* 

** ■ , i 

A speaker* whose identity was unknown/ said that 
the Negro labor alliance should defeat the Dixiecrats and 
the reactionary Republican alliance. That is to say, the 
monopolistic capitalistic system must be defeated. Also 
the bourgeois revolution must be completed and it must be 
shown that socialism is the main issue. The main objective 
must not be lost in the course of changes to come* The 
Party must keep in its mind what the ultimate program is to 

12, 
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achieve these goals* The Party must rise from its present 
level to a higher level of unity and militancy* There 
should be more allies in white militant people from the 
labor movement, JIM JACKSON stressed his agreement to 
the comments of the previous speaker. 



of the convention 
t spoke at this point 

before the commit tS&* 011 strengthening the draft resolution 
over the last resolution on the Negro question which had 
appeared in political action. He said he favored the 
present resolution insofar as it was least compromising. 
LOLA BELLE, who is believed to have been from Cleveland, 
spoke on the condition of the Negro woman., J 

The Negro woman is the most oppressed "person on 
earth. The Party, she urged, should take a very definite 
stand on the oppression of Negro women. She said that Negro 
women* are oppressed both by whites and by the Negro men. 
She discussed the jobs Negro women are able to get. They 
were unable to obtain elevated positions. She also spoke 
oh the question of youth; that they need help arid that they 
need' the influence *of their homes and the influence of the 
Communist Party, 

COLEMAN, ^believed to be from Michigan,' said that 
the main enemies of the Negro people are the monopolists and 
the Dlxiecrat reactionaries. He said the comrades in the 
Party were thinking about the Negro question and he urged 
collective thinking, 

JIM from 'Brooklyn spoke next saying that the 
constitution of the United States should be defended against 
the insubordination of the southern states. This point, 
JIM said, should be stressed by the Party, He felt that 
the Party missed the boat on this question in the past 
because of the dark days through which the Party had 
recently passed. He said the failure of integration in the 
South was an example of insubordination to the Constitution 
of the United States, He said that the Party should stress 
these issues along with independent political action. Each 
man and woman should take it upon himself to help in this 
crusade. 



| J o£ Chicago then discussed Negro 

white unityZ She said the Negro question should not be 

13 
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approached from the point of view of its being a humanitarian 
issue but should be regarded as a definite alliance with the 
Negro people in its struggle on issues such as housing and 
unions and the like* When a Negro moves into an all-white 
community where a Communist Party member lives and when 
the white neighbors ask the Party member to help in keeping 
the Hegro families out* the comrade should not assist the 
whites* The comrade merely states that he has no Negro 
problem and does not further the problem or make it worse 
by trying to recruit allies for the Negro who moves in the 
neighborhood* 

She said on the other hand the Party will have 
to learn not to say merely that they have no Negro problem 
but they will have to learn to ally themselves along with 
the Negro to work with them and help them in situations 
such as the housing question where whites oppose the admission 
of a Negro* It is not enough for a comrade merely to say 
that he has no Negro problem himself* 

At this point a vote was taken to commend Comrade 
JACKSON for his work on the Negro resolution and the committee 
voted to retain the substance of the draft resolution on 
the Negro question d>ad to inject in it the thinking of the 
committee and present it to the convention for approval* 

By the time the committee returned to the convention 
hall* it was time for the afternoon break and it was 
announced in the afternoon that the trade union resolution 
would be discussed* The names of the speakers on the trade 
union resolution were not obtained* A speaker* believed to 
have been from Ohio* said that about one-half million 
workers were in a struggle with the steel Industry and the 
monopolists* The top leadership in business is very worried 
about the great unrest among workers* Fighting morale among 
the workers is now very high* especially as regards the 
class struggle against the top leadership* 

Automation is a key factor in present conditions* 
Productive forces are able to turn out all the steel the 
country can use with automation* which looms high as a . 
threat to the workers' security* Steel is now made without 
blast furnaces* The steel companies intend, and have in their 
minds* putting this system into general use In the very near 
future* The companies desire to put these changes into 
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operation without interference from the labor unions. There 
has never been such opposition to the Taft-Hartley Law as 
there is now; and now they want to abolish the right to 
strike. The Communist Party has not met its responsibility 
in giving guidance to the steel strikers and this must be 
done. This period affords an opportunity to expand the 
Party's contacts and to recruit new members into the Party. 
This must be made an issue by independent political action. 
We must fcave class solidarity. 

MILT ROSEN of the New York Party spoke on the 
mass organization of the Party. He spoke of the 40th 
anniversary held at Carnegie Hall where there were 2,200 
people present at a very successful meeting. He mentioned 
the fact of the idea to have BEN DAVIS, a comrade, run In the 
New York elections against ADAM POWELL but circumstances 
forced the withdrawal of this plan, upstate New York, he 
said, has not reorganized itself into a work force. ROSEN 
said the Party was slow in meeting KHRUSHCHEV with the 
enthusiasm the Party should have shown. When KHRUSHCHEV 
did arrive, the Party appeared to be gunshy and stayed 
away. He said the leadership of the Party has not given 
bold leadership in the labor movement. It has not utilized 
the talents of its members. The leadership of the Party 
in the past has not been adequate and the Party of 

the United States needs to take some lessons in leadership 
from NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV. 

DOROTHY, from southern California, spoke next. She 
said the anti-monopoly capitalistic coalition must be 
stressed and that it would have...*** be eradicated. The long 
march of the Communist Partv t6~tfiilte the working class to 
socialism is not going to^struggle under the banner of 
Communism but by turning to the masses and the organizations 
and have them lead' also in the fight of the Communist Party 
for socialism. The' monopolists are made up by groups of 
reactionaries. The unions are the real leaders in the 
proletarian struggles against capitalism. 



StrG@l StJrJLlC© b6 

He spoke of the President's threat of legislative action b7c 
against the steel strikers if they resumed the strike in b7D 
January. He said this is something to really think about. 
He also criticized ADLAI STEVENSON who, the speaker said^ 
has also voiced anti-strike ideas.. He said that now is 
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the tine to mobilise the working class , people to have a mass 
organisation in support of the steel workers. There should 
be a policy for carrying the, words of the Communist Party 
to the trade unions and this matter should be discussed at 
.length. He also pointed out that there is a difference 
■between having peace with the Soviet union and in having 
love for the Soviet Union. Be criticised the Land rum- 
Griffith Bill, particularly the, provisions forbidding a 
Communist from holding a position in any union. 

A comrade from, Chicago, whose name is unknown, ' 
discussed carrying on Communist Party work in shops. 
Argument should be made against automation, explaining how 
it does not help but rather is against the worker. A fight 
should be carried on for trade with other countries which 
will tend to create more Jobs in all countries. 

, , • • • 

A man believed to be JACKSON from Ohio seeks 
against, the monopoly capitalist coalition. | ~| ' b6 

northern California spoke on matters relating to trade b7c 
unions and farm labor. He said that the organisation of 
farm labor, had been promised to northern CaUfovpians 
which indicates that .this matter had been a problem. 

PAUL from New York again spoke saying that he 
disapproved of the way the Party had deserted theau He 
commended, the keynote address of GUS HALL and asserted that 
a central task* of the Communist Party was to come to the 
defense of the attacks on the labor movement. He said ' 
you could learn from the Negro people about Jim Crowism. 
A vote was then taken on the trade union resolution and 
was passed. ■* ; * ' 

, . " , ."' ,,••*•' '•' ' 

.During the -evening session BEN DAVIS made a 
report on the resolutions concerning the 1960 elections. 
He said this, Was an extremely important election and 
presented a complex, situation. He said in considering 
peace, extra attention must be given to finally including 
trade with .China and its inability to get into ihe United 
Nations. He, said Negroes and the labor movement must 
work together in .the election. Civil rights should be, 
made an issue and urged that ; action pertaining to civil ' 
rights be stressed in the neighborhoods and in, churches. 

The center of the work of the , Party should be . 
around labor, Negroes., and farmers generally and in New York., 
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around the Puerto Bicans* A way must be found, he said, 
to influence Republicans, particularly in New York where a 
Republican is governor* The alliance between the 
Dixlecrats and the Republican reactionaries will have to 
be broken* There should be a federal Civil Rights 
Commission to guard the elections in the South. Trade 
unions should in all probability support a democratic 
candidate ♦ An issue should be made over having a Negro 
candidate for a senatorial position preferably in a white 
community* 

It might be well to have a third party in line 
.with independent political action but an immature political 
party should be avoided. A way should be found to work 
with the, intellectuals and middle class people. A strategic 
goal should be the formation of a third party based on labor 
and Negro people* The Communist Party, should develop a 
broad line to incorporate those who are not in the Communist 
line of thinking. Peace and social progress must be stressed. 
The Communists must avoid leaving the impression that they 
are the tails on the kite of the Democratic Party* The 
Communists must work on their own platform and be able to 
support their own views and to keep socialism in their sights 
as the ultimate goal* Emphasis must be placed on the Negro 
question; wherever there is suffering on the part of the 
working classes, the Party should move in with its support. 

Comrade CARL WINTER was the next speaker. He 
outlined a task of advancing the unity of the American people 
for peace and peaceful coexistence. The Communist Party must 
help eliminate confusion on these issues and help adjust 
people to them. The capitalistic monopolists have done 
everything in their power to keep this from coming about* 
The Republicans are the chief enemies of labor* It will 
not be sufficient merely to talk about the problems but 
ways must be figured out to work them out* One factor of 
coexistence which should be stressed in talking to workers 
is that it will bring about additional trade with other 
peoples. 

AL RICHMOND, believed to be editor of the "Peoples 
World," spoke stating that there is a conspiracy to destroy 
organized labor. The position of the Communist Party on 
this issue should be explained* 

17 
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HOMER CHASE j, „ from New England, said that his 
delegation felt that comradeship among the Party is the 
clarion call for peace and disarmament. 

An individual, whose identity was not learned, 
then spoke on the farm resolution. He said that the farmer 
had played an important role in right-to-work activity. 
The farmer is then considered to be in the working classes 
but there should be a farmer labor alliance which is some- 
thing the Communist Party fails to recognize. The Marxist 
should be concerned with the issue of a farmer labor 
alliance and should undertake to aid the farmer in having 
such a union, 

i i , i ^ 

Early in the third session on Saturday, 
December 12, 1959, PHIL BART spoke on Party organization 
and the resolution ' relating to it. He stressed that 
activity on the club level was a link between the Party, 
and the masses. He said that dues payments has never 
reflected the full membership of the Communist Party but 
only indicates from 70% to 75% of the total membership. 
If all inactive members could and would b§ J contacted the 
membership of the Party could well reach 10,000. A 
recruiting drive will be conducted by the Party from 
the end of the convention up to May 7. - 

BETTY GANNET spoke on educational work. She 
said that it was not geared to help the Party line. It 
is essential, she said, that the conscientious Communist 
constantly study Marxist theory. There is no perfect 
Marxist. The American Party member must fortify himself 
with a study of problems which he will encounter when 
speaking on the Marxist theories to potential Party members. 

A comrade from Detroit spoke and Indicated his 
support of the resolution presented by PHIL BAHT. He told 
how they increased 'Party membership in Michigan. 

MORT of Buffalo spoke saying that a new kind of 
unity is developing. This was mot a unity which prevailed 
in the past wherfe differences were not discussed but is 
the unity of understanding and patience* Such a policy 
equips Communists to go out and help the world. This 
individual spoke of taxation of Negro people. He criticized 
the squeezing of Negroes into communities where they have 
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to pay extremely high taxes * The P&rty, in these straggles * 
has' placed "a ! vanguard rol& in one 1 ' way or another/' He 
said that because of Party" members in the steel workers 
union the Party has been handicapped and the steel workers 
are suffering some defeats. 

The Communist Party will have to build Itself 
and put in the type of leadership the people want. The 
leadership now is not adequate. He proposed a change in the 
resolution calling for qualitative, not quantitative, 
recruiting. H proposed a requiting drive of ten per cent 
increase on May Day among Negroes, Negro and white youth, 
and among the workers. Each district should be responsible 
for a given number of new members. 

A female LIGHTFOOT then spoke and endorsed the 
resolution. She said one organization in Chicago, the 
Afro- American Heritage Association, is getting a good* 
response from south Chicago, WE,B,DU BOIS has spoken 
twice before this group. 

A representative from eastern Pennsylvania then 
spoke and claimed that the Party had assisted in 
electing the first Negro congressman from Philadelphia 
despite the handicap of the Communists' past dark days. 

JIM WEST then spoke and read a letter which had .1 
been received from Columbia University addressed to 
EUGENE DENNIS inviting him to address the undergraduates 
at Columbia. 
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JUANITA of dearth California was -the next speaker* 
■ She said th© committee off .eight women* fow from New York* 
three from California* and one ^ffrom Washington* had been 
elacted- to- a committe© to study th© women*s question* It 
was thought that these women would dwtd themselves in -the 
main to th© problems facing Negro women* She said that help 
for women was :most urgent* "Sh® ©aid- that th© wag© of th© 
average Negro* -Puerto ^Rican* and Mexican woman was about 
half that of a whit©- woman* Th© Sfegro woman worker Is re- 
stricted, to domestic work* Th© ©am® is true off i the Puerto 
Rican and Mexican woaaen* Taxation and bad housing are thrust 
.upon th© Negro hous©wiffe* Th® whit© women wast , unite in 
th© fight to .aid; th© N©gro and M©xican women* 'Sh® urged 
-that a National Women* s Committee of th® * Party /be s©t up* 
Ther© should b® work don® on th© situation of the women 
in minority groups ♦ 

RBODA* that is believed to b© her name* is believed 
to be front New York* She discussed ■ anal® supremacy -and the 
standard off living -off th© women ♦ Sh© said that "women main- 
tain their standard off living by working, -and this keeps 
•up the American standard of .living* Sh® said that 90 .per 
cent of -the women*s < groups in 'the country are actually led 
by men* Women should be th® leaders of these groups ♦ Sh® 
said that ther® should b® >a family allowance paid 1 for children 
in the family .from th® government ♦ A .government 'allowance 
based on th© number off children in th® family would relieve- 
women from the pressure of working* Sh® urged -the adoption 
of a Declaration of : Rights for children* 

At this point a bouqu®t of flowers was brought into 
th® Convention* Thes® flowers w®r© sent by certain garment 
workers. of New -fork* It was pointed oat thslt th© garment 
workers in New York had^ always been a 'faithful ally -off the 
'Communist Party* They wished th® delegates God speed in 
the 17th Convention* It is believed -that the person who 
spoke above was .MILT ROSEN of 'New York* -but that is 
uncertain* 

V 

. ffe©r<sr-wasTon® ^comrade* -believed- to~b® 'ftfM'th^BFOQXf*^ 
- short, about five feet five Inches* probably a polio victim* 
who issued, a challenge : on >behalff -of New- York to Chicago in 
th® Party *s rebuilding campaign* 
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The n ®xt gcxaakar mM \ jLo© Angeles, b6 

California* I l -Mexican 'dyuestion* He '©aid b?c 



that -the>. Mexican people in the Waited .'States are opressed 
both culturally -and in- labor matters* There Is a Jew standard 
of coverage by the .Mexican py@@©^®^|^®^ittiatioB off the 
Mexicans in the United * St ates* ^ ^-'^^ffc^^Y isiatoy off the 
Mexican people are in the dark a© to the real situation* 

In Los Angeles there are no more 'than two dosen Mexican 
doctors* 'The jobs which Mexicans hold -are either in the 
canning industry or, on the docks. The' Mexican worker 'is 
definitely unorganised * He said that when 'it is learned 
that a Mexican has illegally 'entered the United States, 
Mexicans are not safe on the street from being hauled in 
by immigration and naturalisation officers*, Iff you can 
not be positively identified, you are almost automatically 
< named a w wet 'back** and back to Mexico you go* 

KETTY or KEHFT frot California tepoke on WS ^ HALL'S 
address ♦ He said that no part of the United States should 
be overlooked In rebuilding the Party * ®e believed that 
Japanese people should be considered in Party 'work* Efforts 
should be made to recruit them into the Par&y* They would 
tee a definite asset to the policy off the Cowranist -Party* 

He said that the Indian problem is a bad one* He said 
ifefc probably the Indian people suffer more than any minority 
g^dup from white chauvinism ♦ 

The next speaker was .from Maryland, who spoke on 
the press and w The Worker The news content of w The 
Worker w has been invaluable in bringing the truth to the ■ 
people* He said that one difficulty with w The Worker* was 
its organisation* Without a Party press, the Party would 
became- anemic* The paper brings to the people what the 
capitalistic ''paper does not bring $ namely, the truth* The 
trouble with the paper is not from inadequate .news coverage, 
but from its -organisation* , The organisation of the paper 
.should b<£ improved* 

WILLIAM PATTERSON spoke next* He ©aid the importai^f 
consideration before the Convention was- the draft resolution 
en organization of the Party* 'He said -that the 'fund drive 
for w The Worker w >was about $10,0®® /aJhoapt* and* that from 
$7i§,®©0 to $100,000 should be given to Worker He 
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advocated that the new National Comal t to® get behiE$ "The 
Worker w drive. There shouid.be 'a mailer committee .appointed 
for the building of "The Worker* * 

PATTERSON described- JACK*STACHEL a® a one-man ■ dynamo 
In 'building "The .Worker*" Wtbout STACHEL, w< Kke Worker™ 
would not have gotten as far a© it-Jaas* He barged better 
organisation of :the personnel on the paper* There must 
be at least one , press director. in every district* PATTERSON 
©aid* 
>«? 

JACK STACEEL was the next speaker* 'He ©aid that 
tnis Convention was the beginning of a. new 'era for tin' 
Communist Party ♦ He ©aid this Convention will be 'known ' 
as- the Convention that rebuilt tbe Communist Party* He 
offered. a resolution to rebuild "Tbe Worker" as soon . as 
possible* This resolution was <passed> unanimously* 

GUS HALL read a greeting from tbe French Communist 

Party ♦ 

A speaker* whose identity is unknown, spoke on tbe 
matter of elections* He said there has been in the past 
a lack of leadership and 1 this should.be considered . in the 
nominations for officers* The Party still has no -full con- 
fidence in its leadership* Therefore* it has been .proposed 
that the national Committee fee enlarged* This would give 
a broader representation* and confidence would be restored* 
There would be 35 members of 'the proposed committee 'directly 
from the state -organisations and 15 at large* When -the 
state-by-state composition of the National Committee as 
proposed was read* one member* "unidentified* suggested that 
Hew York*s representation be reduced from 8 to 7* A comrade- 
from South California moved that South California^ members 
remain at 3* but that North California's representation ,be 
reduced from, 3 to 2* that Illinois should be reduced ^frorn 
4 to 3* Maryland from 2 to 1\ and Oregon from 1 to 0* 

On Saturday evening , tbe .re^oJUstion on youth affair© 
was discussed; An unknown speaker said 'that in the struggle 
for peace P the interest off -youth in the equality of 'Negro 
and white has been- more intensified* This is apparent from 
the break of youth from monopolistic and capitalistic parents 
and their striking out on their • own and, by Joining demo^ap&tlc 
and socialistic '«5ovemeats* 'Training- -received by youth through 
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labor unions has been far too inadequate ♦ There should 
.>be more organized activities for youth to eliminate juvenile 
delinquency, and there should also to proper ^guidance to 
them in -the conquest for peace* The building of" clubs and 
organizations for teen agers should to acted on* There 
.should be a- youth' drive campaign from January 1 to May Day 
and during this period «?wjr problem of youth should be 
studied. Youth should 'be utilised in every phase of 
leadership within the Communist Party* A Marxist youth 
organization should be started* It could contribute to 
the deffefct^of the monopolists* The . Party should .partici- 
pate In e^®ry facet of youth organisation and activity* 
The Party should stay away fro® the confirmed anti-Communist 
and the dead-end type. A -proper program -would include free 
education .from kindergarten through college* Segregation 
1 would toe ended* There should be Federal schools* There 
should be free .night schools from grade school to college* 
There should 'be no discrimination practiced In employment* 
Academic freedom should be insured* Students should have 
the right to speak > analyze* and act* Teachers should be 
allowed to teach p regardless of past political interests*' 
There should be an expansion of on-the-job training* There 
should be a cultural advance and a clearance of slum con- 
ditions* Housing. should be open to Hegros and all minority 
groups* Schools> and playground® should remain open after 
school hours and during week en<$s* Youth should have the 
right to vote after reaching the age of 18. 

Michigan and its delegation had brought in a youth 
from its state* They asserted that the Convention should 
hear this man* They asked for a few moments to permit this 
man to speak* on youth conditions in Detroit $ .Michigan* 
Since Michigan felt so strongly that he should speak'* the 
Convention permitted him to have the floor* 'His name was 
DANNY* When he took the floor there was much talking* 
snickering* and distraction on the floor* After five 
minutes of his speech , this young man was given rapt atten- 
tion because he was certainly an outstanding speaker* and 
he reached home in his talk to the Convention on youth 
-matters* He spoke of the mano&r In which the* talents of 
youth should be utilized* He was a very excellent speaker* 
He was well accepted and well applauded* h tt 

Space was designated for the various conventions 
to caucus* after which a social meeting would take, place * , 
which was to start at ten o*clock Saturday night* 
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At th® Minnesota caucus th©r® were CLARENCE HATHAWAY , 
.' CLARENCE SflARPy, BOB WOT, SAM DAVIS, ISIS BORf , LENA BOSCHARDT, 
HANLEY HEMMINGSON, and LEO SIOVANNINI . CLARENCE SHARP was- 
■ In charg® of the eitieas, CLARENCE HATHAWAY vai th® first 
spiiiker. CLARENCE HATHAWAY proposed that MS 'HALL -fee sup- 
ported for -general secretary* CLARENCE -HATHAWAY did not 
permit any on® to wit© th® • names down which h© was about 
'» to montion. HATHAWAY 'urged that CLAUDE LIGHTEOOT and a whit© 

coisrad® '@har® the national secretaryship. .3© urged support 
. for JAMES JACKSON .for the National Committee, tog®th®r'with 
• ELIZABETH FLYNN. 'H© also suggested for th® National Com- 
■ mitt®® "SAM DAVIS of Minnesota* 

LEO OIOVANNINI .suggested that SAM DAVIS '.replac® CLARENCE 
SHARP- on the National Committ®®-. LEO gave as 'his reason 
the fact 'that the farm question in th® Minnesota district, 
which h®r®tofor© 'has not b@®n too important, is now very 
important. H® said' that, although CLARENCE SHARP was an 
expert on the farm question, it would be well to have two. 
farm ©xperts, and that SAM DAVIS- could l®arn from CLARENCE . 
SHARP * SAM DAVIS was- chosen, and CLARENCE SHARP appeared 
to be somewhat put out and annoyed • over th© result* CLARENCE 
HATHAWAY also -approved the election of SAM DAVIS, and during 
th®' proceeding time, CLARENCE -SHARP r®main©d aloof* 

■Th® January District Convention :fcg 'th® Minnesota- ■ 
Dakotas District was discussed*. BOB' WYNN said' h© would' ' 
lik® to talk on th®, Negro question at th© Stat© Convention* 
Other persons to speak on various topics w®r® .mentioned* - 
Th® caucus then ,©nded. ■ 

At the social event later in th© evening,' BOB WYNN 
was introduced- to 'PAUL ROBESON, JR. WYNN also -met RALPH ■" 
'TURNER, TURNER, 'whom WYNN had known in the past, said h© 
would' lik® to resnm© communication with WYNN in order to 
set up a siting with him in 'Minnesota to permit "EARNER 
to discuss 'his' European- trip* WYNN also met PAUL- ROBESON, 
JR*i from New York* whom he had met at the Railroad Con- 
.ference -in Chicago* 'PAUL also stated h® -would, like to ex- 
change views with 'WYNN on labor matters. 

During th® social affair, there was considerable 
drinking ^and'- th© peopl® were entertained 'by a -magician* 
BOB , WYNN met a number -of .prominent Communists from * New York* 
Various peopl® in 'the audience participated In the enter-- 
tainment* A buffet meal was .served* The Minnesota dele- 
gation 'l@ft 'th© ,party -about It 00 a.m* while it was still 
in progress* 
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The con rent ion reconvened on Sunday morning, December 13, 
1959, 

The raoort o* .th« Anneals ftrHara ©ossaittee was t alien 

up, I | appeal for rentry into vthe 

Communist party was rejected* * '"' 

The matter of a group in Essex County , Rev Jersey, who had 
dropped themselves from the Communist Partyto join 'another $roup 
which was known or believed to be anti-Communist was 
mentioned. These people £rom New Jersey when asked to drop 
the new group or to leave the Communist Party ©hose to leave 
the Communist Party* A shor£.time later they^applied for , 
readmisslon into the Communist Party* The Appeals Committee 
went to New Jersey to investigate* The Appeals Committee said 
that if these people would drop their other activities, they 0 
would be taken back into the Communist Party, However, for ' " 
several days after the Appeals. Committee left New Jersey, the 
people had not dropped their other affiliations, ^hereupon the 
Communist Party propped these people* The appeal of these ; 
people for readmisslon into the Communist Party was rejected* 

Then came up the ease of Barry Haywood who desired to 
rejoin the. Communist Party after having been ousted 
. .because of his anti-party situation* He had joined an 
anti-communist group* When asked to drop this affiliation he 
said that he would, but shortly thereafter he was elected to 
a high office in the anti-communist organisation* Ee v accepted 
it*"' Hi s- appeal was rejected* One woman objected to' the 
rejection of the Haywood appeal on the grounds that he was 
an old time member and too valuable to be left out* " 

» » 

Then the Puerto Rican question was up for discussion* The 
President of the Puerto Rican Communist Party ' ' - was in New 
York* The person who was to meet this man difc not arrive 
because of. a delay in the transmission of a cablegram. The 
President then took a taxi from the airport to the home of a • 
relative* When getting out of the cab the President was .-Irffer 
and injured: by another automobile. He was put in the hospital. 
The President, Juan Santos Rivera did show up, however, at the 
Convention on Sunday, 

,*■* 

Rivera made a speech,, before the convention and blamed his 
accident on a capitalist driver. He spoke on unity between 
the Communist Parties of Puerto Rico and the United States, 

w 25 - 



MP 100-11978 



Bo expressed his delight at appearing at the convention and 
said that nothing could keep him away, Rivera did not speak 
on any of the issues* 

Comrade Touhy, the representative of the Communist Party/ 
on the Puerto Rican questionspoke on our appreciation of the v 
spirit of the Puerto Rican people. He spoke about. the 
work that is facing tho / Puerto Rican party in view of their 
oppressions. Then he presented the flowers which had been 
given by the garment workers to the President of the 
Communist Party of Puerto Rico, 

There were three standing ovations for President Rivera, 
He left during the afternoon session. 

At this point the convention adjourned for lunch. 

After lunch Touhy was the first speaker. He again spoke 
of the Puerto Rican problem. Be referred to the Secretary 
of Commerce as a biological error, an ignoramus. He said., 
there should be a national liberation struggle for the 
Puerto Rican people. This should' carried on on a wide scale 
by the party. Bverything en the party* slower shou2d be ••• 
done to erase the illiteracy of the 'people in this country 
with respect to its knowledge of the Puerto Rican 
question. He said the Puerto Ricans are living in human - 
bondage , and that they are denied aost *>f the rights of 
a human being. He said that the refusal of arms and 
ammunition to Cuba was a bad stove by this country, 
particularly since this country has shipped arms to other 
revolutionary countries. 

*fouhy also said that the Americans shout that the Cubans 
are wrong in executing people and so forth. He asked, how about 
-here in the United States? He referred to the Parker 
Incident in Mississippi, the Sobell case and others. He 
said it is as bad in this country as it is in Cuba. 
There should be an all out hands off Cuba slogan going 
around* 

The next speaker was a newspaper man, Joe Horth, Be 
reported on his two trips into Cuba, Ho told of the 
sights that he saw there, the warfare, and other phases . 
of the revolution. His comments were pretty much run of 
the mill stuff. , . 

i 

i * ,* 

Greetings were read from the Communist Party in 
Germany, 
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The Constitutional committee not* 

The Jewish question was also up for discussion. during the 
'Sunday session, A comrade from Hew York spoke on this 
natter* The speaker said that the Jewish question has been 
grossly neglected, but that it was not a slngled-out 
neglect. The attitude of the Jewish people toward 
other minority groups was mentioned. The Jewish people 
are always in the forefront in helping other minority 
groups. She spoke of the strike of the garment workers 
many years ago. The Jewish women led the way; and held 
out for the best they could get. She spoke on the handfull 
<§>f Jewish capitalists in the country, such as Baruch and 
o$*ers. They can hob nob with the President and other 
/capit?3$^@:abut they cannot go on all golf courses. 
The Jews -need to belong to the Communist Party because 
under socialism they can achieve equality. The Jews and 
other minorities need to help each other;. The time of the 
downfall of the capitalist bourgeois domination is at 
hand. Eventually they will all come in with socialism. 

Gas Ball then spoke on the increase in the number of 
members of the national Committee, Be wanted the 
members at large increased from 15 to 25. 

At this time Wisconsin wanted to start voting because 
the entire delegation had to leave in order to be 
back to work on Monday. Their time was running very 
short. Bersehel, a comrade from St. L$uii£ had to 
leave. Be was the only delegate from Bissouri. 

Bob Wynn from Minnesota also had to leave because he 
had reservations on a plane flight. The other members of 
the Minnesota delegation remained as they , had . 
space on a later plane. It was agreed that Clarence 
Sharp, an alternate, would, carry Wyan's vote. Be was 
Instructed by Wynn as to how wynn wanted his vote cast, 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



O 



to :SAC, New York (14) 



date: 



January 11, 1960 



ffioM : Director, FBI (100-372598) 



subject: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 



Re New York letter to the Bureau 12-21-59, 
copies to the various offices of origin in the cases 
involving the Communist Party functionaries who were 
elected to membership on the Party's national committee 
at the recent national convention. 

By letter dated 1-4-60, the Bureau instructed 
the offices of origin in the cases involving the 21 
national committee members who were not re-elected at 
the convention, to immediately discontinue the intensified 
investigation of these individuals under the Internal 
Security Act of 1950. • 
v 

With regard to the 31 members who were 
re-elected at the recent convention, the Internal 
Security Act of 1950 reports on these subjects should 
continue to be submitted at the already established 
three-fflomth intervals. These cases, listed by office 
of origin, are as follows? 

Baltimore 



George Meyers 



CJucaga 



Samuel Kasli 
Claude Lightfoot 



7 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 



Chicago 

San Francisco 

Minneapolis 

Milwaukee 

Cleveland 

Boston 

Baltimore 



Flora Hall 



3 - Portland 
3 - Philadelphia 
3 - Detroit 
2 - Los Angeles 
2 - Indianapolis 
2 - Seattle 
2 - Newark 




! 
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Letter to SAC, New York 
Re: Communist Party, USA 
100-372598 



Ckyelamd 

Anthony Krchmarek 

Petroli 

Thomas DeWitt Dennis 
Carl Winter 

Ifldiflnaaalis 

Emanuel Blum 
Los Angeles 



Benjamin Dobbs / Charlene Mitchell 
Dorothy Healey / Pettis Perry 



York 



William Albertson James Jackson 

Jesus Colon / Hyman Lumer 

^n^XMJmr^J Mildred McAdory 

Eugene Dennis Irving Potash 
Elizabeth to ley Flynn Nat Rosenbluth 

Simon (Qerson Jacob Stachel 

Gus Hall Louis Weinstock 



Newark 



Pat Toohey 
Philadelphia 

Thomas Nabried 

$an Francesco 

Albert Lima 
Al Richmond 

Seattk 

Burt Gale Nelson 
- 2 - 
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Le t te r to SAC , New York 
Re i Communist Party, USA 
100-372598 



It is noted that Los Angeles, Indianapolis, 
Seattle and Newark had no additional functionaries 
elected to the new national committee. 

With regard to the 27 new members of the 
national committee who have been positively identified 
to date, the designated offices Of origin should, by 
2-1-60, submit investigative reports under the character 
"Internal Security - C, Internal Security Act of 1950" 
on each of their subjects, setting out the election 
of the subject to the national committee and including 
all other information regarding his Communist Party 
membership and activities which has been developed 
since the submission of the last investigative or 
summary report. Thereafter, reports should be 
submitted at three-month intervals. Referenced 
New York letter restates, on page six, instructions 
previously issued by the Bureau regarding the proper 
preparation of Internal Security Act of 1950 
investigative reports in cases involving members 
of the Party's national committee. 

It will be noted that at the present time 
two newly elected members of the national committee 
have not been positively identified. New York has 
been previously instructed to conduct the necessary 
investigation to assure the speedy identification of 
the remaining two subjects. 

The 27 newly elected members of the national 
committee, who have been positively identified, and 
the present offices of origin are: 

Baltimore 

Jacob Green 
Homer Bates Chase 

Florence Hall Daniel Queen 

(Geraldyne Lightfoot James West 
Morris Chi Ids 
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Re: Communist Party, USA 
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Cleveland 

Edward Chaka 

Detroit 

Helen Allison Winter 

Mihvautee 

Fred Blair 

{Minneapolis 

Samuel Davis 
Clarence Hathaway 

New York 

James Allen Miriam Fried lander 

Herbert Aptheker Betty Gannett 

Philip Bart Arnold Johnson 

Eric Bert William L. Patterson 

Louis Burnham Paul Robeson, Jr. 

Michael Crenovich James Tormey 

.Eh* lade iphia 

Mortimer Daniel Rubin 

Portland 

Norman Haaland 
San Francisco 



Juanita Wheeler 



b6 
b7C 



A separate communication is being forwarded 
to the Baltimore Office which will set out the necessary 
instructions regarding the preparation of the initial 
report on Jacob Green. 




3AC, *S* 10KK (100-7451) 
3 AC, NCTAJUC (10O-42e4T) 



C?, USA 

xar jjatssr bistkxct 

PAbPHLfTa AMD PUBLICATION 

IS - c 



On 12/3/39* lian-JI** She ban f uralehed reliable 
lafematiea in tii* yMt» ndvieOd that WI GOftEO* complained 
to QASJi <UTO)| Xew Ceatu ry ftreaa, en that date that she has 
not received any literature. *C advised that WttlS 

Qimm atated that alia seat a seaey order to Haw Ceatury oa 
11/3/38 la the anennt of $40.00. UK 182e-S* advised that GAB£ 
tola 10ITIS COftGO* that ha baa been told to atop Xtw Jereey : 
aad aha scold have to talk to JOS (WXLBS) about it. UK 1*38-3* 
advieed that LOTTII oofcOOB eesslaiaed to 0ABJ8 that the be* 
Jereey account is cnsller than it aft* bean la tan yeare. San 
clalaad that the bill is $150 leas tana it vaa Icet year* 
umu OOWXMf atated that shea DAYJE (GOSMM) was at the Xes 
Ceatury tbo other day he see even told that no asaey bad been 
received, « ltas-a* advised that XOTTXK QOafiOK told GASli 
that aba baa sot received anything in too soothe and ana 
iateads to tahe the natter n» elaeobere. 

' * 

ccsplaiat to mih BAST, BART advised he* that *AT gOOSST) 
y Has sade bis aaaro of the aituatloa. 90RD0M told JtttT that 



a - Xes Tfrrk (RBGlSTJflUD KAIL) 



1 - 100-4*469 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100- 
X - 100-ae&79 
5 - Xeverk 

1 - 100-35100 
1-100-35442 
1 - 100-4aa4A 
1 - 100-19491 
jJCsala 
<10> 



(JOS *I£U)S) 

(x*w cjamntr pxxsa) 
(oabk <ura) 

tJ*M* EAAT) 

(LOTTIS GO&DOK) 
(BAT* OOJUXW) 

amps) 

(PAT TOOHiT) 



-cT 7 J-WTy 




m 100~42»4T 



too ymi ago obo of *oro4 to raioo tbo moo*/ to of* tbo 
Otttotaadlag tell! if it 00*0 cut itt Jwrtf ; abo »tato<l, itov^vcr. 

Booth **A km toooogbt th* bill oova * total of $150,00 ov*r 

(GORDON) could Mt ovoft got a H»^*t vltaotit 
caofe for it* MC »ai-S* adfiMd ttot 31»r lUtt igrMd to 
look Into tho natter • 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: SAC,, NEW HAVEN (100- ) 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (l00-8044'l-Sub B) DATE: 1/12/60 

SUBJECT: CP, USA 17th NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS-C 

On 12/14/59, NY 1750-S* furnished Information regarding 
a conversation that took place in the apartment of PHIL and 
CONNIE BART, 24 15 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 
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l 

l 

l 

1 

1 

1 
i 

1 
1 
1 



New Haven (100- ) (rm) 

(1 - 100- ) (SID TAYLOR) 

(1 - 100- ) (JAKE GOLDRING) 

Boston (100- ) (HOMER CHASE) (rm) 
Philadelphia (100- ) INFO) (RM) 
New. York (100-56579) (PHIL BART) (415) 

100-12959)' (CONNIE. BART) (415) 
ICO-I3473) (SI GERSON) (415) 
100-84944) (GUS HALL) (415) 
IOO-I602I) (HAROLD JOHNSON) (415) 
100-23825) (BEN DAVIS) (416) 
100-129629) (BILL ALBERTSON) (4l6) 
100-13483) (BETTY GANNETT) (4l6) 
100-16785) (JIM JACKSON) (415) 
100-56) (MIKE DAVIDOW) (4l6) 



New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New. York 
New York 
New York 
New York 



HPQ:hr 
(17) 



100-54W) (EVELYN WEINER) (4l6) 
[100-80441-Sub B) 



•AV 



•4 ■•! 




NY 100-80441 -Sub B 

PHIL and CONNIE BART discussed the election of 
SI GERSON to the National Committee of the CP and PHIL 
commented that it may have a double meaning; it could 
.show that a purge does not show the elimination of a person 
and will reflect to the Gates Group that the Party is not 
finished. 

CONNIE then asked, if GUS had said anything to PHIL 
about his future status, and PHIL said that he had sent 
him a note that he wanted to talk with him about the organization 
He said they are also having secretariat meetings on Wednesday, 
which he will attend. PHIL then commented that the convention 
had received a very good press but was critical of ARNOLD 
JOHNSON and the way he handled some of ' the interviews. 
He said that JOHNSON is a "cozy* operator" who Is always working 
-things for. himself. He continued commenting that everyone 
has JOHNSON'S number now. CONNIE asked if JOHNSON would be 
on the new NEC and BART answered he may have to be. CONNIE 
then asked If BEN DAVIS was going to go into the National 
Office and BART answered yes. CONNIE was then very critical 
of BILL ALBERTSON and PHIL said that ALBERTSON would not 
buck the National Office policy which is one thing to be 
thankful for. 

CONNIE then asked if BETTY GANNETT would be the new 
State Organizational Secretary, and PHIL said that he thought so. 
He commented that JIM JACKSON had given the best speech of 
the convention and had shut a lot of mouths with his comment 
"digging a grave and finding the wrong corpse". 

CONNIE then expressed surprise that MIKE DAVIDOW 
had not been placed on the State Committee, and PHIL 
commented that DAVIDOW does not use his head. He also 
commented that EVIE WEINER did not move ahead politically 
for a number of reasons. 
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NY 100-80441 -Sub B 

PHIL BART then commented that he had talked with 
SID TAYLOR and JAKE GOLDRING about going to Connecticut, 
.and they were interested in having him come as soon as 
possible. CONNIE commented that she would also like to 
go with him the next time he takes a trip to Philadelphia. 
PHIL commented the next time he goes to Boston he is going 
to straighten out HOMER CHASE. He commented that now he 
can talk differently as he is in a much better position. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO: SAC, CLEVELAND 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-80641) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



DATE: l/l£/60 



1-Clevelan 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 

CE^New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 
1-New l£rk 
1-New York 
1-New York 

- 1-NeW York 
1-New York 

JAH:ume 




V{£ (22) 



L-&21) '(GUS HALL) (RM) 
I (INV.) (4l) 
,100-67234) (RUTH SKULMAN) (421) 

100-8033) I I 
[ 100-129629) (WILLIAM ALBERTSON) 
>5) (EVELYN WIENER) (42-T 



(422) 

" '416) 
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0 



a) 



100-54555) " (EVELYN WIENER) (4g4) 

ioo-5oo94) (esther cantor) (424) 
100-93665) (mimi friedlandbr) (42: 

100-134953) (SARAH JAFFE) (4l) 
100-84994) (GUS HALL) (415) 

100- 56579) (PHIL BART) (422) 
,100-84275) (WILLIAM PATTERSON) (415) 

101- 559) (JESUS COLON) (415) 



100-81771] 

100-16021 
,100-82206 

IOO-26OI8] 
(100-118174) 
,100-55393) 

100-25623} 
1 100-80641) 



DOROTHY ROBINSON). (424) 
ARNOLD JOHNSON) (4l5) 
BILL STANLEY) (421) % 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK) (4l5) 
(MILT ROSEN) (4l6) 
ADA BRODSKY) (424) 
ERIK BERT) (422) 
415) 



CE 



SEARCHED, 
SERJAUZED. 



.INDEXED 



NY 100-80641 

Identity of Source 

Description of Info 

Date Received 
Received By 



J who has 
rumisnea reliable 
info In past (conceal) 

Activities at CP USA 
Headquarters . NYC, 



12/2V59 

SA JOHN A. HA AG ^ 
written 



Original Location 

A copy of informant's 



written report follows. 



NY 100-80641 



Dec. 20/59 

At C.P. headquarters these people were seen on 



ROTH SHULMAN 
.TERRY DALY 



m. ALBERT&ON * 
EVELYN VJEINER * 
ESTHER CANTOR * 
MIMI FREIDLANBER * 
SARAH JWFE 
GUS HALL 
PHIL BART 



WM. PATTERSON * 
JESUS COLON * 
DOROTHY ROBINSON 
ARNOLD JOHNSON * 
BILL STANLEY 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
MILT ROSEN * 
ADA B&T®£*f 
ERIKHBEW"" 
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The "key-note- speach of GUS HALL's which was given at th-s 
National convention has not been found. A re-run was made 
of several of the others like the 'Youth question' "The Negro 
Question" and Party alms ans tasks" One hundred and twenty 
five extra copies. 

There was a short meeting in the State board room. 
An asterisk is before the names of those attending. The 
meeting broke at about 3: P.M. and for the rest of the 
afternoon the place was very quiet. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603) DATES 1/12/6© 



PROM : SA gAROLD P. QUINN 



SUBJECT: CP KINGS COUNTY 
IS-C , 



On 11/28/59, NY 1750-S* advised that PHIL 
and CONNIE BART had discussed a number of matters in. 
-their apartment at 2415 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York. Among the matters discussed were the following* 

CONNIE BART mentioned a meeting she had 
attended that day which was apparently the first day's 
session of the New York State CP Convention. She said 
that the delegates from Brooklyn to the National Con- 
vention were goi ng to be JIM TORMEY, DANNY RUBBL, 
I I AGNES (WILLIS), JESUS (COLON) and PAT 

(WILLIAM PATTERSON) . She said that CONNIE WEISS had 



New 
a - New 
1 - New 
1 - Now 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
1 - New 
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York 
York 
York 
York' 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 



(100-56579) 
(100~12959J 
1 '100-159461 

(IOO-II7150) 

/100-96627) 

(IOO-I35084) 

> 3O0-559) % 
100-84275) 
100- ) 
100-280) 
100-56) 
100-13483] 

,'100-80532 
100-21421 
100-50094) 

;iOO-9595) % 
100-129629) 
100-67234) 
100-23825) 
100-26603) 



'PHIL BART) (#415) 
.CONNIE BART) (#415) 
[JIM TORMEY) (#422) 
(DANNY RUBEL^ (#422) 
I, P , J#422) 

AGNES WILLIS) (#422) 
JESUS COLON) (#415) 
WILLIAM PATTERSON) (#415) 
CONNIE WEISS) (#422) 
CONNIE JAC3S0N) (#422) 
MIKE DAVIDOW) (#4l6) 
(BETTY GANNETT) (#416) 
[HER3 APTHBKER) (#415) 
ALEX TRACHTENBERG) (#415) 
[ESTHER CANTOR) (#416) 
TOLL WEINSTONE) (#4l6) 
(BILL ALBERTSON) (#416) 



bo 
b7C 



RUSH SHULMAN) (#^2*0 
BEN DAVIS) mjfl „4- H0S °t 



serwuizeo .t.nuo^*d 

12 1960 
JW--tbp*R0^ 




ny 100-26603 



"been elected alternate delegate. PHIL commented that he 
could think of a better person than RUBEL to be elected 
as delegate and said that DANNY would never add anything 
to the CP. CONNIE commented that DANNY* at first, said 
he didn't want to be a delegate because it would last 
four days. CONNIE answered that RUBEL "just hasn't got 
it. He might be okay in a party with leadership because 
he will work but he will never add anything to the party". 

CONNIE BART then related that CONNIE JACKSON 
when nominated as delegate to the convention, had declined 
and said she wanted AGNES (WILLIS) to go and gave her 
.reason as being the fact that more negro representation" 
was good for the CP. 

She then asked PHIL if MIKE DAVIDOW was in the 
"dog house" in New York State. PHIL answered that he 
probably Is although he didn't think he should be* She 
said that DAVIDOW had spoke at the meeting and had 
sounded rather sore. . . ©ley both thought BETTY GANNETT 
and her husband (JIM TORMEY) were very critical ♦ CONNIE 
BART said that she thinks he is an operator and that as 
pari of his tactics he is in touch with a lot of people 
but only for personal reasons and what he can get out of 
them. She said that she is not speaking politically 
but personally and recalls that when no one else would 
t-aik to them we were their nearest friends and now we 
are out. PHIL commented that both of them are egotists 
to an extreme degree. CONNIE retorted that TORMEY was 
comparing. himself in this country to KHRUSCHEHEV in 
Germany. PHIL said that TORMEY is not normal. 

PHIL then mentioned that ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
would be a delegate to the National Convention from 
Boston but that he, BART, had not told him yet t He said 
that HERBERT APTHEKER was also going to be a delegate 
from the squ3&, 
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CONNIE then returned to the subject of the con- 
vention and said that ESTHER CANTOR had spoke and had 
managed to put across her husband 1 s (ABE UNGER) view- 
point on the First Amendment. CONNIE said that CANIOR 
is very articulate. PHIL agreed and said that she is 
one woman the CP can do without in a CP leadership posi- 
tion* 

She said that WILL WEINSTONE had spoke on the 
role of the party and how it must be Increased. She said 
that he was followed by RUTH (SHULMAN) who talked on 
how Manhattan had been proven right. She said tliat • - 
SHULMAN was real cocky. PHIL intervijpted and said that 
actually she is real "screwy". She said that they had 
recruited fifty members in two years into the Manhattan 
CP and that this proves the correctness of their line. 
She said that this thinking will have to be stopped. 

CONNIE then said that BILL ALBERTSON delivered 
a report and gave a little talk on CP membership alosc: with 
figures and pc?? cents." She said that MIKE DAVEDOW gave 
a report on education and said that they must make a surer 
estimate of the situation as it exists and must have a 
united front. She said that she had gone home with BILL 
PATE8RS0H and that PATTERSON had thought that BEN was out- 
standing and that DAVTDOW was poor. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



: SAC, NEW YORK (100-26018) 



DATE: 1/12/60 



FROM : SA HAROLD P. QUINN (#415) 



SUBJECT : LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
IS-C 



On 12/1/59, NY 1750- S* advised that PHIL and 
CONNIE BART had discussed a number of matters in their 
apartment at 2415 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. 
Among the matters discussed were the following, 

PHIL BART mentioned to his wife that LOUIS 
WEINSTOCK was back from his trip and could have come 
to the district convention but he didn't wish to 
announce himself. He said that WEINSTOCK went to East Germany 
for two days and stayed for two weeks. He said that 
he had received some very special treatment. 

PHIL and CONNIE then discussed visiting some 
female unsub with the STACHELS. Apparently, this person 
could not come to visit them so the STACHELS suggested 
that since the BARTS have a car, they should pick up 
JACK STACHEL and his wife, BERTHA, and take them to 
visit her. 
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New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 



(100-56579) 
100-12959V 
i'IOO- 18065) 
'100- ) 
'100-16785) 
'100-111666) 
'100-84944) 

;ioo-8o57), 
(100-26018) 



PHIL BART) (#415) 
CONNIE BART) (#415) 
JACK STACHEL) (#415) 
BERTHA STACHEL) (#4l5)f 
JIM JACKSON) (#415) 
JACK SHULMAN) (#415) 
GUS HALL) (#415) 
EUGENE DENNIS) (#415) 
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PHIL then mentioned that JIM JACKSON, JACK 
STACHEL and a few others along with himself had made 
estimates on the New York State CP Convention and the 
feeling is that the leftward trend has been halted 
and probably reversed. 

They then discussed JACK SKULMAN who PHIL 
refers to as a "pompous pipsqueak". He said that he 
and SKULMAN had visited the site of the forthcoming 
national convention and SHULMAN said that this con- 
vention would be better then the last as there would 
be no outside influence. He continued that every time 
.he looks at SHULMAN he gets sore. 

They both then discussed GENE DENNIS and 
PHIL commented that DENNIS is crawling deeper into his 
shell. He said that GUS HALL spoke to him about it 
and also told PHIL that DENNIS won*t meet anyone or 
speak and doesn't make any reports. HALL said that if 
this keeps up, GENE will be pushed out of leadership. 
BART said that he disagrees a lot with DENNIS but 
still feels he has a lot of talent. 

PHIL said that he had talked that day with 
some unsub about PHIL'S position in the party and this 
nerson said that he and "the committee of five" felt 
PHIL should be organizational secretary of the CP and 
that his place in leadership was not in question. PHIL 
said that he told him a younger man should have the 
job but this person said experience was important and 
there was no one ready at the present time. Re said 
that they told him that in two or three years someone 
would be ready and that would be when the job would 
be filled. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 



Date 1/13/60 
FROM ; SAC, NEW YORK (100-80641) 



SUBJECT : CP, USA ORGANIZATION 
IS - c 



On 12/20/59, NY 2379-S*, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that CLARA 
BODIAN visited the apartment of ELIZABETH GURLY FLYNN, 
Vice Chairman, CP, USA, They discussed the results of 
the C?j USA 17th National Convention and how disappointed 
some people were in the results of the National Committee 
Election. FLYNN said that those people who were elected 
are mostly trade Union people and they just can't he 
thrown out. Both FLYNN and BODIAN agreed that those 
doing the most criticizing are nothing but "witch hunters" 
and that a person like SI GERSON deserves to be elected 
to the National Committee because at least he has been 
active in the amnesty campaign 9 
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- Bureau (100-3-69) (RM) 

- Portland (100- ) (ELMER LNU - attended the 17th 
National CP, USA Convention) (RM) 
(100- ) (BERT NELSOJ) (RM) , k 
(IOO-I696) (ELIZABETH GURLY FLYNN) (#15) 
>™ to.^Hx 'CLARA BODIAN) (#424) 



Seattle 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 



,100-68063) 
(100-13473) 
'100-84994) 



1 - New York (100-80641) 

DEH:amh 
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1 'SI GERSON) (#416) 
(GUS HALL) (#4l5) 
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COPIES CONTINUED 



(§)- New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
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New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 



(100-56579 
(100 " 
(100 



•806 
•12 
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•111666) 
•23825) 
-8057) 



'PHIL BART) (j^15) 
CP FACTIONALISM) (#415) 
[CP COUNTER INTELLIGENCE 
PROGRAM) (#415) 
[JACK SHULHAN) (#415) 



(BEN DAVIS) (#415) 

'#43 



(100- 
100- 
100- 

/100-26663-C42) (NEW YORK COUNTY CP) (#421) 
100- **'"*'*'* 11 — — " ' — 1 * 



GENE DENNIS) (#4l5) 



1 100- 
100. 
100- 
(100- 
(100= 



•54555 
■93665) 

•8064- 
2601* 
■16021] 
■49702 



EVELYN WIENER) (#424) 
MIMI FRIEDLANDER) (#423) 
WOMEN'S MATTERS) (#415) 
LOUIE WEINSTOCK) (#415) 
ARNOLD JOHNSON) (#415) 
[AURELIA JOHNSON) (#415) 
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PLYNN then told fcow QU3 HALL had characterized 
BERT NELSON as a mental case and how at the convention, 
NELSON had fought the bringing In of a minority :report for 
the constitution committee. She said that when PHIL BART \^ 
refused to allow NELSON to distribute mimeographed copies 
of the minority report, NELSON became furious. BART 
finally agreed to give the report back to NELSON On the 
condition that he would not distribute it »fc the conven- 
tion. NELSON then in turn .gave wi;*-. he thought was a 
copy of the minority report but was actually one of the 
majority reports, telling her to guard it closely. Shortly 
thereafter, someone grabbed the report from NELSON'S wife 
and she mistakenly accused PHIL BART of the deed. She 
complained to GUS HALL and wanted to go before the pre- 
sedium to expose BART. HALL then asked her to point out 
the person who took the report who turned out to be JACK 
SHULMAN and not PHIL BART. PLYNN said that SHULMAN, who 
is "a nut" just like NELSON thought he was going to bring 
up charges against PHIL BART for falling in— (with the 
NELSONS by giving them the minority report back)* PLYNN 
said that the matter was finally settled peacefully. 

PLYNN then went on to relate what a horrible 
speech had been made seconding her recommendation that 
WILLIAM 2. FOSTER be re-elected Chairman Emeritus of the 
CP, USA. She said n the guy" (ELMER LNU from the North- 
west) had made the speech and was only supposed to pre- 
sent a medal to POSTER but instead, made the long speech 
in which he introduced a lot of politics that he wasn't 
supposed to do. PLYNN said that this named individual 
was reportedly in Europe recently where he made the 
statement that he was a member of the (BEN) DAVIS - BERT 
NELSON Faction in the CP, USA and that they had to defeat 
EUGENE DENNIS in the coming convention. 
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BOBIAN then told about a recent New York State 
CP meeting which she described as "frightful". EVELYN 
WIENER gave a report on the National Convention at this 
meeting and only begrudgingly mentioned the good results 
achieved at the convention, and spent most of the time 
"grinding her own ax". WIENER blamed her defeat at the 
convention on the minority group upseting the majority 
because of the electioneering and because the story got 
around about factionalism in New York. BODIAN then went 
on to discuss the work of the resolution committee at 
the convention. Both BODIAN and FLYNN then expressed 
their dislike for MIMI (FRIEDLANDER) with CLARA com- 
menting that she has to be put in her place and that 
she will not work under MIMI. 

FLYNN then discussed the place of women in 
the CP and felt that a recommendation whould be made to 
the secretariat to set upt a national sub committee of 
16 (Women's Matters) which woulUjtot be a women's com- 
mission yet but would be comprises of women all over 
the country. She said she would recommend CLARA as 
Chairman of this group. 

FLYNN then related that at a recent meeting at 
CP Headquarters, LOUIE WEINSTOCK had proposed ARNOLD 
JOHNSON for the Chairmanship of the New York State CP. 
ELIZABETH said that if JOHNSON is proposed for it she 
would oppose him because he has gone to far to "the 
left" and, that if necessary, she would run against him 
rather then see him elected. FLYNN told hew much 
JOHNSON dislikes GENE DENNIS a d how he felt that DENNIS 
has "gone to the dogs". She then confided in BODIAN 
that she wants to tip her off to something which they 
can use if necessary and that is that JOHNSON'S wife 
(AURELIA) is not a member of the CP, having quit and 
dropped out of the activities. FLYNN said, "let them 
talk about that." 
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Date: 1/13/60 



Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT 
Via AIRTEL RM . 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 



FROM 



SAC, NY (100-80641) 



SUBJECT: 



CPUSA-ORGANIZATION 

IS-C 

CINAL 



CARE MUST BE US ED IN HANDLING AND R EPORTING TH E . 
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Bureau ( 100-3-69) ( RM) 
i 1- 100-55685 ) ( POLITICAL AFFAIRS) 
> 1- 100- ) (MAINSTREAM) 



l-72)(CPUSA-P0LITICAL ACTIVITI5K3) 
1- 100-3-83 )( CPUSA-DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 



1- 100-3-72 



'l- 100-3-89 MCPUSA-STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 
/l- 100-3-75) (CPUSA-NEGRO QUESTION) 
1- IOO-3-9O) (CPUSA-CULTURAL ACTIVITIES) 
2 - Chicago (INFOHRM) 

(1- 100- ) (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
2 - Cleveland (INF0)(RM) 

(1- 100-421 ) ( GUS HALL) 

- Los Angeles (INP0)(RM) 

- San Francisco (INF0)(RM) 

- NY (100-79?17)(CPUSA-P0LITICAL ACTIVITIES) (415) 

- NY (100-97167) (POLITICAL AFFAIRS) (415) 

- NY (100-89571)(MAINSTREAM)(41) Wl< ,^ 

- NY (IOO-8969I) (CPUSA-DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES)(4l5) 

- NY ( 100-89590 MCPUSA-STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) (415) 
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100-86540) ( CPUSA-NEGRO QUESTION) (415 
100-88297 ) ( CPUSA-CULTURAL ACTIVITIES ) { 
100-84994) (GUS HALL) (415) 
IOO-IO5078) (HY LUMER)(415) v 
100-18065) (JACK STACHEL) (415) w , x 
100-1696) (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN)(4l5) 
100-80532) ( HERBERT APTHEKER) (415) 
100-269) (HENRY WINSTON) (415) 



- NY (100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (415), 
— * 100-48033) (IRVING P0TASHK415) 
IOO-23825) (BEN DAVIS)(4lb) • 
IOO-I6785) (JAMES JACKSON) (415) 
100-56579KPHIL BART)(4l5) 
100-8064l)(4l5) 
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On 1/12/60, NY 2359-S* advised that on that date 



a meeting of the CPUSA Secretariat and invited guests was held 
in the third floor board room at CP Headquarters, NYC; GUS 
HALL aeted as chairman. Among those in attendance were: 



HY LUMER 
JACK STACHEL 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
EUGENE DENNIS 
IRVING POTASH 
BEN DAVIS 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
JIM JACKSON 
PHIL BART 



An individual believed to be HERBERT APTHEKER 



spoke regarding the weaknesses of "Political Affairs" . He 
said these weaknesses are: the relative absence of material 
on labor; the lack of a sufficiently close working relationship 
with the districts; the failure to give the impression of 
being on top of happenings -in the country; the fact that it 
does not sufficiently reflect the line of the National (Committee ?) 
it does not quickly enough respond to significant events abroad; 
the writing takes too much for granted] it still does not 
come out on time as it should be issued the first day of the 
month. He said the magazine has held firm in Marxism-Leninism. 
According to APTHEKER, the circulation of the magazine had- 
fallen from what it was in 1950. He said that the printing of 
the January issue was 6,250. 



HY LUMER said that the magazine has an editor 



who has not been in closest contact with the national 
leadership of the Party and the situation has not been an 
adequate one. LUMER pointed out that there has been 
diffiulty involved in getting regular contributions from some 
of the districts* In connection with bringing about a closer 
relationship between >;he national leadership and "Political 
Affairs," LUMER felt that "at least one of us" along with 
APTHEKER should be editor of the magazine. He felt that 
consideration should be given to possibly moving the office ,of 
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"Political Affairs" to "thJs building," (CP Headquarters). He 
said that the contents of the magazine need to be organized 
in much better fashion. 

JACK STACHEL recommended a broader 
consultation (between the magazine and the Party)'. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN said it seemed to her 
there has been & certain isolation between APTHEKER and the 
leadership of the Party which could be overcome by his being 
"here in the building." She stressed the importance of having 
articles written by Communist leaders appearing in the magazine. 

IRVING. POTASH cautioned that meetings should 
be held before anything appears in print. 

BEN DAVIS stated that the magazine should 
clarify and popularize the line of the Party and the method 
of wo5."ic. He called for a six-month period of observation to 
develop a perspective on where to lay emphasis culled from 
the experiences and mistakes of the Parfey* 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT said the magazine should be 
able to say to the non-Party people what it says to the 
membership o He added that certain topics discussed 
in the magazine would be of a non-official nature and, therefore, 
open to debate and a certain amount of subjective consideration. 
He cautioned that a sharp distinction must be made between what 
is official and what is non-official. 

GU3 HALL on "style of writing" stated magazine 
should consider the audience it is supposed to reach. He 
stated the magazine should reflect "our collective thinking," 
and n^t become t. kind of personal colxunn where we theorize all 
over fthe place* 

JJ^IES -JACKSON suggested that editorial materials 
should be viewer befo?*ehand by all the members of the 
Secretariat as r. "responsible previe-A-'' of what is to be 
published in tlio magazine « 
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HERBERT APTHEKER felt that 7,000 copies of 
"Political Affairs" could be sold rather than the 6., 000 
currently sold. He cited that for topics of special .interest 
New York, Los Angeles, and San Francisco usually take 300 
additional copies apiece to sell. He concluded that a 1,000- 
increase is possible even at the present fcime. APTHEKER 
complained that he has no office help. 

LIGHTFOOT suggested "The Worker" office 
might better be separated from the Party office, noting' the 
CP in Illinois is trying to promote closer relations with 
trade Unionists and others who will not come to the Party 
office itself. 

HY LUMER stated "editorial deadline must be 
adhered to religiously if any magazine is to be run 
successfully or run at all." He said that submission of 
material to a Party editorial board would constitute an 
unnecessary delay except on points of genuine controversy 
or extraordinary importance. He stated the Secretariat 
should pass on the final column which would then become 
a political guide from the Secretariat to the Party membership. 
The column should not just be a personal thing; however, he 
agreed APTHEKER should be allowed some leeway in its preparation. 
He disagreed with CLAUDE l S idea about necessarily separating 
the publication office from the Party office; He pointed 
out that the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages in 
combining offices. 

HERB APTHEKER stated the presence of "Political 
Affairs" at CP Headquarters would not be a problem politically, 
but would be a physical one; 

GUS HALL suggested that APTHEKER and LUMER 
have a further exchange of thoughts on the entire problem 
keeping in mind the discussion held at this meeting. He 
said that in six months the discussion would again be 
reviewed; He felt that the articles should be kept shorter 
and suggested they get two volunteers from within the Party 
for help. 
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HALL said the next question would be with 
respect to the National Committee. He suggested a four- 
day meeting for March 24, 25, 26, and 27, .I960; He 
expressed a desire for a theme for the National" Committee. 
As a background for discussion, he suggested the i960 
elections and the trade union field. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT said he would like to 
see a workshop idea develop rather than "talking," 
because of the nearness of the i960 elections. 

STACHEL ;agreed with GUS HALL* S proposals, but 
said he would like to include a meeting of the "org. 
Bureau" to lay out a plan of work. He felt there was a 
lack of depth of thinking especially on the anti-monopoly 
struggle; He added that the Party should. do something about 
the attacks against the Labor Movement. 

' PHIL BART considered Party organization an 

essential subject for discussion at the next National 
Committee meeting. 

IRVING POTASH urged enough time be provided 
at the next National Committee meeting to get differences out 
in the open. 

. BEN DAVIS agreed the central theme, should 
be on the i960 elections. He thought the i960, 
elections and Party organization should run through 
every question involved. He said the Party changed its 
position on. the Negro question at the National. Convention, 
and now has the problem of determining what to do to popularize 
and dramatize the question and carry it to the Negro people. 

HY LUMERsaid "We" have to find a way of doing 
what is proposed. If the discussion is going to be on the 
elections and other points, the problem is how to develop 
background for that. "We" should go ahead and work this 
out * in some detail. 
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A discussion then took place relative to the 
makeup and work of a Negro Commission or Committee. The 
Informant was unable to obtain details due to the use of the 
blackboard, 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT said that a Negro -woman 
had to be on "this committee." He said that if it would 
be possible to agree ,on personnel today then "we'd like 
to have a meeting of' this body>" and develop a 
schedule of work for i960. He said he was not going to go 
into detail. He pointed' out that a certain amount of work In 
mass organizations and the overall program can be bandied from 
Chicago. He said "we need an arm In the center" for quick 
reaction. 

LIGHTFOOT proposed the Farty have three conferences, 
one on the Fast Coast, one In the Midwest, and one in the Far 
West, to take the plan of work this committee will work out and 
bring It to a broader (core) of Negro cadre in the country. 
Included In this will be the matter of the i960 elections 
and the question of Negro representation. 

BEN DAVIS said that he favored having a smaller 
commission and stressed the Importance of bringing about 
collectivity. He felt It would be a good Idea to 
include a white woman (on this commission). 

LIGHTFOOT suggested that the commission meet 
once a month. He mentioned the names of certain comrades at the 
Center, Including GENE (DENNIS) and GUS (HALL) , and said he 
felt that one or another of these comrades should be at 
each of these meetings because whatever "we" do has to be 
dovetailed with the rest of the Party, 

LUMER made following observations concerning- 

"Mainstream" t 

Circulation has been declining steadily until 
it now numbers 3000; Approach of magazine is not Marxist 
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but petty bourgeous; staff of magazine regard Party role as 
furnishing all the money the magazine needs, but yet have no 
voice in what type magazine it should be or criticize it; 
unlike "Political Affairs" this magazine is not self-supporting 
and has a financial problem* LUMER proposed the setting up 
of a subcommittee to meet with a group of comrades who are 
associated with the magazine to discuss the problems before 
a decision is made. 

EAXL agreed that this subcommittee should be 
formed as quickly as possible. 

STACHEL admitted that there are financial, 
economic and ideological problems ccnnsoted with "Mainstream" 
and said these will not be solved until a greater non-Party 
acceptance is achieved. 

POTASH expressed opinion that the Party could 
not win over tho youth unless "we" develop our cultural 
approach^ He suggested that a cultural committee be set 
up to examine ail cultural aspects and work out an 
approach, policy and method of work in relation to "Mainstream." 

BART suggested that greater emphasis be placed on 
a separate campaign around "WINNIE (HENRY WINSTON). BART 
explained that it does not mean "we" are dropping the 
amnest:/ ca&paign, but we will have to find other 
forms and persorraol for that work. 

Meeting ^adjourned; 
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1 - Buffalo (REGISTERED) 

100-10454 (MORTIMER SCHEER) 
1 - Chicago (REGISTERED) 

61-867 (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
1 - Indianapolis (REGISTERED) 

100-9529 (MANNY BLOOM) 
1 - Los Angeles (REGISTERED) 

100- (ARCHIE BROWN) 
1 - Minneapolis (REGISTERED) 
100-1902 (CLARENCE 
(HATHAWAY) 
19^ New York (REGISTERED) 
100- (CP Organization) 
100-18065 (JACK STACHEL) 
100-8057 (EUGENE DENNIS) 
100-16785 (JAMES JACKSON) 
100-23825 (BEN DAVIS) 
100-84994 (GUS HALL) 
100-1696 (ELIZABETH 
GURLEXJgLYNN) 
<lDt>-5657£S(PHIL BART) 

(HYMAN LUMER) 
100-79025 (MILDRED 
MCADORY) 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



SAC, DETROIT (100-2050) 
SA 
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100-13203 (GEORGE MORRIS) 
100-84275 (WILLIAM 
PATTERSON) 

100-118714 (MILT ROSEN) 
100-15946 (JAMES TORMEY) 
100-9595 (WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
100-54555 (EVELYN WEINER) 
100-13 *83 (BETTY GANNETT) 
100- (The Worker) 

100- (PEGGY DiSNNIS). 
Seattle (REGISTERED) 
100-127 (BURT NELSON) 
Detroit 

100-13420 (CARL WINTER) 
100-3016 (COLEMAN YOUNG) 
100-1522 (RAY BLOSSOM) 
100-23990 (MARK SOLOMON) 
100-15841 (Michigan Edi- 
tion - The Worker) 
100-15747 (Nationality 
Group Council) 
100-16538 (CP Youth Matters 
100-608 (HARRY FAINARU) 
100-807 (BILLY ALLAN) 

DATE: l/lfc/60 



CP, USA ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



Due to the sensitive nature of this source, care should 
be utilized in dissemination of this information. | 

DS 604- S*, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on December 17, 1959, that CARL WINTER and BILLY 
ALLAN met in the offices of the Michigan CP, 2419 Grand River, 
Detroit, Michigan, on the morning of this date. 

The Informant advised that WINTER informed ALLAN of 
the proceedings, at the 17th National Convention. ALLAN indicated 
that RAY (BLOSSOM) had told them a little bit about the convention 
at an "exec" meeting the previous night. 
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WINTER stated that it was a good convention and it 
dealt with most of the political 'questions in dispute. WINTER 
said that the convention vent into a great deal on labor and 
the whole convention had been divided up into committees. 

WINTER said that the labor resolution was scratched 
out and "we" had worked over the draft and the main line of 
the draft remains as it was, but some of the points need further 
sharpening. 

WINTER. said that in regard to the Negro question, 
there was very, sharp debate and a big. dispute, particularly 
with New York, but the main line of the resolution was main- 
tained and further clarified. WINTER said that COLEMAN (YOUNG) 
did a very good job with the Negro question and .had really 
played a big role ,in that discussion. ALLAN wanted; to know if 
COLEMAN was a regular or an alternate delegate. WINTER said 
that COLEMAN was an alternate, but due to the fact that MARK 
(SOLOMON) was not present the first day, COLEMAN took MARK'S 
place as a regular delegate. 

WINTER said; that MARK played a very important role 
in the youth panel and spoke on the floor of the -convention 
regarding the youth question and got a real ovation from the 
convention. WINTER stated that MARK was very concrete and dealt 
with concrete questions. 

WINTER continued that there was a panel on peace and 
disarmament and a panel on nationalities .group work, except it 
was not adequate, but at least it put the question before' the 
convention and . they adopted the proposal for a national 
commission oh< national :groups works. WINTER said that there 
was a subcommittee which met on "The Worker" which was really 
"a scandal." WINTER said that only one delegate from New York 
was present and this individual was riot a legal person from the 
district. WINTER said that RAY (BLOSSOM) participated in both 
"The Worker" and the national groups. 

\ 

In .regard to "The Worker;,? .WINTER said that "our 
district" (Michigan), was the only one that had a resolution 
and it was approved by the panel, but they did not undertake 
any organizational steps, but referred it to the Rational 
Committee. WINTER said that the thing that was most serious 
in this regard was the fact^that the New York district was not 
paying any attention to it at all, just like it had not paid 
any attention during the fund drive and circulation drive. 
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WINTER said that they did not bother to have anyone 
on "The Worker" panel, but they were all busy On the Negro panel 
where there was a big fight against "our line," WINTER said 
that JACK (STACHEL) came in with a proposal to re-establish 
the daily (the "Daily Worker") f WINTER stated that there was 
jto practical proposal regarding it, but it was adopted as a 
general orientation , WINTER said that he had talked it over 
with JACK before JACK made the proposal and JACK was afraid 
that WINTER would not let it go through, so he had asked 
WINTER to keep quiet ♦ WINTER said that he told JACK what his 
doubts were and the problems they would have in regard to 
obtaining subscriptions, WINTER said that they have to con- 
centrate on the weekly before they get themselves tied up 
with other things. WINTER said that JACK tried to tell him 
that it would only take five more people on the staff in-order 
to get out the daily and the printing costs would be just 
slightly more and the deficit would be only $25,000 # 00 
additional for the daily, 

WINTER mentioned that CLARENCE (HATHAWAY) was being 
considered for managing editor, but it was very doubtful 
whether he could do It as his physical condition was not good, 
WINTER stated that CLARENCE had stayed over after the convention 
and they were probably discussing this with him, 

WINTER mentioned a story in the "New York Times," 
which indicated that there was a big rift in the national 
leadership and that GUS HALL replaced GENE DENNIS, WINTER 
said that what actually happened, GENE (DENNIS) collapsed 
a couple of days before the final NEC Meeting, WINTER said 
that GENE had been at the Eastman Committee Hearings in 
Baltimore, Maryland ^and when became home he '*ad an attack and 
was flat on his back all through the convention, WINTER said 
that at first GENE thought that he would be able to get to 
the convention on the second or third day, WINTER stated 
that the Eastman Committee had called him, GENE, and asked 
him only three or four questions, WINTER listed the questions 
as follows: 

1, It it true that Ben Davis said the following? 

WINTER said that this question included a bunch of derogatory 
information about GUS (HALL) being the leader of the Party, 

2, * Is lit true that Gus Hall has been traveling 

around the country organizing to dump you 
(DENNIS) as the head of the Party? 
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3. Is it true that you are in trouble with the 
Party for misusing Party funds for long 
1 vacations? 

WINTER said that the newspapers in New York picked the information 
up and it was in the "World Telegram/ 1 the "Times," "Post," and 
others indicating that there was a mcve to dump DENNIS. 

WINTER said then he (DENNIS) got sick and the papers 
had a field day* WINTER said that an effort was made to have 
him issue to the press a medical bulletin as the press was 
saying it was a diplomatic illness, but he would not issue 
such a bulletin as he said he did not want to publicize the 
name of the doctor and was not going to get the doctor into 
trouble ♦ 

WINTER said that he (DENNIS) was supposed to make 
the keynote speech, so GUS (HALL) had to start writing the 
keynote speech two days before the convention opened. 

WINTER stated that the only way to talk to him (DENNIS) 
was through PEGGY (DENNIS) . WINTER stated that the newspapers 
had a field day Indicating that DENNIS was not at the convention, 
that there was a big upset in the leadership, etc* 

WINTER said that GUS (HALL) made the keynote speech and 
at that time they still thought that GENE would come as GENE 
had sent word that he would come and make a speech at the close 
of the convention, but the doctor would not let him. WINTER 
said that PEGGY had stated that he, GENE, could not stand up. 

WINTER stated that the NEC had recommended that GENE 
(DENNIS) be the National Chairman, GUS (HALL), be the General 
Secretary, and BEN (DAVIS) the National Secretary with specific 
duties to be outlined by the National ^Committee i later ♦ 

j 

In regard to the selection to the National Committee 
WINTER indicated that a problem existed in regard to the New 
York nominations. New York was entitled to eight delegates 
and the New York delegation held caucuses and held elections 
, and then the top eight were recommended but they never, mentioned 
the additional names that were nominated in the caucus. WINTER 
said for example JIM TORMEY , BETTY GANNETT, and BILL PATTERSON 
were left out because cney did not come in the top eight. WINTER 
, said that the top eight included EVELYN WIENER. WINTER said 
that WIENER was a good loyal gal but he did not know how she 
could be oh the NC except that she believed that the "sun rises 
and sets on BEN DAVIS." 
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WINTER mentioned also that MORTY (MORTIMER SCHEER) , 
from Buffalo and MILT ROSEN were also included in the top 
eight, but when the final balloting took place these three 
got licked and GANNETT, TORMEY, and PATTERSON were elected 
from New York. 

WINTER said that the New York delegation had ganged 
up on BILL WEINSTONE by concentrating on MILDRED MC ADORY, thus 
cutting WEINSTONE from the NC. WINTER stated that MC ADORY is 
a Negro woman who~wa£ on the last National Committee 'and a very 
flamboyant agitator, but who Just does not have any qualifications 
for participation in policy making points and through all the 
three years that she has been on the NC she has mads no contri- 
butions whatsoever to the NC except for the fact that she is 
very loud. 

» 

WINTER said that when the new NC met to elect officers, 
BEN DAVIS got up and announced what he called manipulations 
and a gang-up to defeat the will of the New York district in 
that the New York district had named eight people and these 
eight were not elected but instead three others were elected 
and this was a slap in the face to the New York VPartJfX.:, According* 
to WINTER, DAVIS stated that he was not going to serve as 
National Secretary under* these conditions and. would not accept 
the nomination. WINTER indicated that this information was not 
public, of course, but it was telling ALLAN for ALLAN'S informa- 
tion. WINTER went onto say that the newspapermen were like 
vultures around the hall waiting and as the waiting dragged 
„ out until 2:00 in the morning, they got to wondering what was 
going on and as they did not get these details they reported 
the following morning that there was a hassle in the NC and 
that the final outcome was to cover- up the split , etc. WINTER 
said that finally BEN was persuaded to withdraw his declination 
and to accept the nomination to serve as national 1 secretary and 
he was subsequently elected as national secretary. 

WINTER said that GUS (HALL) was elected General 
Secretary and GENE (DENNIS) was elected National Chairman. 
WINTER indicated that there is now a secretariat off five* These 3 
plus "JIM JACKSON and HY LUMER, were elected and in addition, 
two others, not members of the secretariat, ELI ZABETH . GURLEY 
FLYNN and CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, were elected Vice-ChairmAn. . WINTER 
said that CLAUDE would continue to work out of Chicago and 
ELIZABETH world also go out into the field later on speaking 
and doing public relations. 
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WINTER said that the newspapers had stated that all 
of this was just so many new titles handed out so as to make 
everyone happy and cover up the fact that GUS HALL was really 
the only person with any authority and power and the rest had 
only nominal titles. 

WINTER continued that WILL WEINSTONE fcad made a big 
pitch on the^ Trade Union Commission and wanted the World Federation 
of Trade Unionists to be in the final document. WINTER said that 
WEINSTONE made a big speech about the WorJd Federation of Trade 
Unionists being the working class and WINTER said that he, 
W INTER, had tangled with WEINSTONE regarding this and "they" 
were defeated on this and other political questions. 

In regard to the election of the Michigan delegat 
to the National Committee WINTER stated that they had tried 
to get three people on the Michigan list as it was obvious it 
was going to be an enlargement of the NC. WINTER said that the 
original proposal was 50 members and "we" (Michigan) proposed 
that they should make at 60 and they should have from Michigan, 
TOMMY (DENNIS) , WINTER and ALLAN, thus they would have three 
members instead of two. WINTER said that what actually happened 
was that the presiding committee had raised the at-large list 
from 15 to 25. WINTER said that "we" (Michigan) were for 
eliminating Indiana as Indiana had no organization to speak of 
and only a handful of people, but MANNY BLOOM fought very hard 
and made an effort to get an additional person from Indiana and 
that he had nominated this person from the floor from the at- 
large list. 

WINTER said that "our" delegation (Michigan), had pro- 
posed to eliminate Indiana, Oregon, and Missouri and to add 
one to Michigan, one to Illinois, and one to Southern California. 
WINTER noted that Southern California which is the second biggest 
list in the country has three members in the NC, but Illinois 
which is smaller than Southern California has four members to 
the NC. WINTER liriciated that BURT NELSON and the Washiig ton 
delegation had fought against the elimination of Oregon. WINTER 
said that M they" (Michigan) , had proposed that these changes 
be made and that Michigan get three (members) on the NC, but 
the committee had all these pressures from the various districts 
who did not want their representation cut down, but were insisting 
on additional people so the committee came out with a list of 
25 persons for the at-large list, rather than the original list 
of 15. 
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WINTER mentioned that MARK SOLOMON had been nominated 
(for the NC) but he had declined. WINTER indicated that MIRK 
was nominated by vote of the convention but as he had declined 
his name was not on the ballot. WINTER indicated that HELEN 
(WINTER) was one of the 25 names on the at-large list. 

WINTER said that BURT NELSON was the chdrman of the 
Constitution Committee and he had waged a fight within the 
committee which kept the committee in session practically through 
the whole convention. WINTER indicated that he, (NELSON), brought 
in a completely new constitution (to the Constitution Committee)? 
that he wanted to rewrite the entire constitution but they 
finally established that the present constitution should be the 
basis of discussion and they should make only changes that were 
absolutely necessary. WINTER said that NELSON had a new 
/preamble, a new declaration of purpose, and in fact, it was a 
/document which PHIL BART had originally drafted months ago and 
4 which" the NC and NEC decided should be shelved and not brought 
before the convention. WINTER said that he (NELSON) brought 
it out of moth balls and started the thing all over again, 
but when it finally came out there were some slight modifications 
and additions of phrases. WINTER stated that instructions were 
given to the NC to discuss any additional changes and bring 
them up to the membership. 

WINTER mentioned that ARCHIE BROWNws in attendance 
(at the convention), and spoke about his election campaign/in 
San Francisco. 

WINTER stated that the convention Indicated a fairly 
consolidated condition within the Party both organizationally 
and politically with New York probably the weakest spot with 
the Bronx and Manhattan probably the worst. WINTER said that 
the industrial section and Brooklyn are the best and even 
Queens is fairly good. 

WINTER said that the general spirit of the convention 
was very high and there was a very high level of e n thus i am and 
a high level of unity. WINTER said that where there were 
differences, most of them were hammered out in the panels and 
brought in on the floor in united reports such as the Negro 
discussion. In this regard, WINTER stated that there was a 
house debate for two days with real sharp differences but they 
had thrashed them out and reached a united agreement and brought 
in a united report. In regard to press coverage of the conven- 
tion, WINTER stated that the press (Detroit) did not have any 
coverage. He stated that GUS (HALL) was on (either television 
or radio) a couple of times ana BEN DAVIS < was on two or three 
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-mornings and there were press interviews everyday with GUS and 
BEN. WINTER said that HY LUMER had press interviews on his 
rreports which dealt with what happened to the economy as a 
result of disarmament. 

WINTER stated that before the convention opened, HARRY 
(believed to be HARRY FAINARU) , was asked to come in as a fra- 
ternal delegate, but apparently he could not get away because 
he had to much to do. WINTER stated that he thought that HARRY 
had agreed to go in the first place. ALLAN stated that he had 
never agreed. WINTER stated that they were told that he 
had agreed and in fact, he, WINTER, had talked with him the 
first day of the convention (probably Michigan CP Convention), 
and had the impression fromthe conversation with him that he 
would be glad to be considered. 

WINTER mentioned that GEORGE MORRIS was nominated 
from the floor (as a member of the NC) but he was not elected. 

Informant advised that WINTER and ALLAN then discussed 
matters concerning the Michigan CP and WINTER indicated the 
possibility of having an "exec" meeting. ALLAN indicated that 
he was going to ask to be taken off that (executive committed. 

WINTER said that they should have an all around dis- 
cussion of everything that Involves division of work, etc., 
prior to the convention (second session of the Michigan CP 
State Convention due in early 1960) . The Informant said 
that ALLAN did not seem interested in meeting with the "exec" 
and indicated that he might plan something to do with his . ,, 
family for a change and would like to get off the committee. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

It is suggested that informants familiar with the 
Nationality Groups and HARRY FAINARU be contacted for any 
information which would indicate that FAINARU declined to be 
a fraternal delegate to the National Convention. 
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other papers* and International Press and radio He 
get the whole tiling out,... give our answer... so it sets 
in at the sane time. 
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SA CHARLES W. CAVANAUGH (orally) 
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on 12/14/59 and 12/23/59 and authenticated by | 



on 12/31/59. 
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12/1V59 
12/23/59 



tic a Wftc u a n? he 1 I th National convention of the communist party, 

ll\Xl%% v TnT r ' 13/59 at the Theresa Ho ' ai 

„ . ; The convention opened at 11 A.M. on 12/10/69 and wa<? 
2£i?2n t0 ^«J,by,SLI-ZABETH GURLEY FLYM who chaired the opening 
session. The first order of business was the s<nsine of the 

Im? JSSS 1Cd 5 annei "' led by WILL BROMS from IrSfkJyn? After 
were Self Jl^?/^ GI ^ GRSEN > R03ERT THOMPSON and HENRY WINSTON 
were read to the delegates, in addition to this, ftreet*ncs w££ 
read from EUGENE DENNIS who was suffering from a heart attLk 
and was unable to attend the convention? ° k 

wm-h t». DA Yi S welcomed ^e delegates to the convention 

FLYNN. followedl y Sheetings from WILLIAM Z. FOSTER as read by 

mmrmm^*. T> Gr * etins f £, roin the committee of the Irish 

sr&»iM£f. of En8iana - Norway ana india *™ 

fwnn„w P !!?'<.£ ART the » "ade a report on the organization and 
oS?Hne^^tnft t ^nc~ i ° n - tt a m ° re W less brlef 

mnjmt Tft9 -Ji£ t8 £ lunch the afternoon session was chaired by 
EVELYN WEINER of New York and the most important thing was the 

all o? thfiSL^n? 011 ^^ 1 ^ 8iven „ by ™ s HAtt. He^ouched on 
lii J , im P°^tant resolutions and problems facing the Dartv 
and emphasized the future and building of the Party? P y 

Ma « ^11. GEORGE MORRIS made a report on the steel Strike which 
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The session of 12/11/59 opened at about 10:45 A.M. and 
was chaired by PAT TOOHEY of New Jersey. The report of the 
presiding committee was made and this was followed by a discussion 
of the main report as given by HALL on the previous day. 

Following this preliminary discussion greetings were 
read from the Communist parties of Sweden, Hungary and the 
U.S.SJS* 

JAMES E. JACKSON, JR. followed the reading of the 
greetings with a report called "The Marxist Movement and Our Party . 
This was followed, in turn, by a labor report by IRVING POTASH. 

After a lunch break the afternoon session opened at 
2:55 P.M. with discussions on the various resolutions to be 
presented. Reports were also made on the Mexican situation by 
someone from Southern California and on the Indian Question also by 
a delegate from Southern California. 

A report on the Worker by WILLIAM L. PATTERSON and 
JACK STACHEL was made and was followed by greetings from the French 
Communist party. 

After supper GEORGE MYERS of Baltimore chaired and a 
tape recording sent by TIM BUCK of Canada was played. 

The day closed with the i960 Elections Report by BEN 



On Saturday CLARENCE HATHA /TAY of Minnesota chaired the 
session which consisted of an organizational report by PHIL BART, 
election information by GUS HALL, a Women's Question report by a 
delegate from San Francisco and BILL ALBERTSON'S report on Youth 
Matters. 

After lunch GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT from Chicago chaired 
the meeting which was a discussion on the Youth Question, greetings 
read from the German Socialist-Communist party and general 
discussion, 

Saturday night a reception was held at the hotel for all 
of the delegates. 
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On Sunday morning, ARCHIE BROWN of Southern California 
chaired the session. A report was read from the appeals and 
order committee. 



Greetings from Puerto Rico were extended by JUAN RIVERA 



who received a 10 minute standing ovation from the delegates. 
RIVERA was injured and missed the first part of the convention as 
a result of a taxi-cab accident and was hospitalized. PATTERSON 
made a presentation of flowers to RIVERA. 

The remainder of Sunday was given over to the election 
of the National Committee, some of whom are: 



CLARENCE HATHAWAY (Minn. )HERB APTHEKER 
JESUS COLON PETTIS PERRY (Chicago) 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT (Chicago) GEORGE MYERS (Baltimore) 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON BILL ALBERTSON 



FLORA HALL (Chicago) TOM DENNIS (Detroit) 
CARL WINTER (Detroit) PAT TOOHEY (New Jersey) 
HOMER CHASE (New England) MANNY BLUM (Indiand) 
JAKE GREEN (Maryland) S.K. DAVIS (Minnesota) 
FRED BLAIR (Wisconsin^ BERT NELSON (Washington ) 

NORMAN HOLLAND (Or egon) 



GUS HALL is to be the General Secretary 
BEN DAVIS Is to be the National Secretary 
EUGENE DENNIS is to be the National Chairman 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN and CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT are to be 



Vice Chairmen. 

All of the above persons except EUGENE DENNIS, WILLIAM 
Z. FOSTER, GIL GREEN, HENRY WINSTON and ROBEBT TOMPSON were present 
at the convention. In addition the following persons were present: 



GUS HALL 
BEN DAVIS 
JACK STACHEL 



ARNOLD JOHNSON 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
IRVING POTASH 



JQg NORTH 



SAM CUSHMAN (Chicago) " 

GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT (Chicago) 



1 b6 
J b7C 

b7D 
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MILPORD SUTHERLAND - Washington 
BEN DOBBS - So California 

| bo 

AGNES 'WILLIS b7c 
JESUS COLON b7D 
BETTY GANNETT 
JIM TCRMEY 
DANNY RUBEL 

CONNIE BART (as observer) 

TOM MYERSCOUGH (as observer) 

ESTHER CANTOR 

WILL WEINSTONE 

LOU WEINSTOCK 

ARNOLD JOHNSON 

CONNIE WEISS 

MARK SOLOMON - Detroit 



>1 

TO 
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analysis of convention 

#2. Analysis of 17th National 

Convention of CP, USA, 12/10-13/i 
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#2. 12/30/59 

SA JOHN A. HAAG (oral) 
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and 



utm ost care must be used in handli ng and reporting, 
the following; info in order to protect the Identity o f imormant. 
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On 12/14/59, 



furnished SA JOHN A. HAAG 



with an oral report concerning the election of the National 
Committee of the CP, USA, as it occurred at the 17th National 
Convention of the CP, USA, and his comments concerning the 
results and effects of the convention. 

This r eport, designated as Ig ^&^Jfa* 



bv NY StenojrrasiieH Ion 12/29/59 and authen- 

hL^j bv l I on 12/30/5 Fr-Wrepor^, located in 



NY file! 
dated 12/14/59 



] was furnished to the Bureau by teletype 



6 page handwrlttfn 3 anllysis of the 1 OThTationSl Convention 



furnished SA HAAG with a 



o page nanuwi'ii/oeu mie^o*© v* v*«, «~ — - — ---- . 
(designated report #2) which, he stated, complements his 
report of 12/1 4/59. Report #2 is located in NY file| 



Reports #1 and #2 are as follows: 
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12/14/59 

#1. The 17th National Convention of the CP, USA, was 

held from December 10 to 13, 1959, at the Hotel Theresa, in 
Net* York City. 

On 12/13/59, the delegates at this convention voted 
to elect the National Committee (NC) of, the CP, USA. The 
results of this balloting was as follows: 

On the general or at large slate - 



Name 


Votes 


Name 


Votes 


Gus Hall 


131 


Hy Lumer 


109 


Danny Rubin 


126 


Pettis Perry 


107.7 


Jesus Colon 


122.1 


Ben Davis 


107.4 


James Jackson 


121 


Arnold Johnson 


106.4 


E. G. Plynn 


120 


Eugene Dennis 


104.7 


George Meyers 


118 


Geraldine Lightfoot 


103 


Herbert Aptheker 


117.8 


James Allen 


98.1 


•William Patterson 


116.7 


Erik Bert 


93.7 


Calrence Hathaway 


111.4 


Helen Winter 


91.7 


Danny (from Chicago) 


110.7 


Al Richmond 


87 


Irving Potash 


109.8 


Jack Stachel 


84.5 






^Phil Bart 


-84.4 






Si Gerson 


77 






Mildred McAdory 


63.9 
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Those elected from the Districts were: 



Name 


District 


Vote 








127 








127 








125 


A. Krchmarek 


Ohio 




125 


Jake 


Maryland 


124.7 


T. Nabried 


E. Pa. 




124 


Sam Davis 


Minnesota 


123 


Fred Blair 


Wisconsin 


123 


C. Martin 


Missouri 


122 


Claude Lightfoot 


Illinois 


119 


Pat Toohey 


New Jersey 


118.3 


Juanlta ■ 


No. Calif. 


117 


Tom Dennis 


Michigan 


116.4 


Ed 


Ohio 




111 


Flo Hall 


Illinois 


111 


Charlene Mitchell 


So. Calif. 


109.1 


Carl Winter 

1 


Michigan 


IO8.7 


Mickey Lima 


No. Calif. 


108 




108 
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Louis Weinstock 


New York 


106.3 


Pau^ Robeson, Jr. 


New York 


ic-5,1- 


William Albertson 


New York 


105.1 


Jim W>st 


Illinois 


102.7 


Burt Nelson 


Washington 


101.3 


Haaland 


Oregon^ 


101.3 


Mike Crenovich 


New York 


101.3 


Sam Kushner 


Illinois 


100 


Ben Dobbs 


So. Calif. 


99.7 


Manny Blum 


Indiana 


94.3 


Nat Rosenbluth 


New York 


92.5 


Homer Chase 


New England 


90.2 


Betty Gannett 


New York 


82.4 


Dorothy Healey 


So. Calif. 


81.5 


Jim Torraey 


New York 


79.1 


Mimi Friedlander 


New York 


60.4 



In the voting for the district nominees the New York 
State delegation nominated Robeson, Rosenbluth, Weinstock, Scheer, 
Crenovich, Evelyn Wiener, Milt Rosen and Albertson as their 
preferred nominees. However, Scheer (53.3 votes), Wiener 
(56.3 votes) and Rosen (51.3 votes) were defeated by an 
opposition slate of Gannett, Tormey and Friedlander.' 
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In the Southern California delegation, the preferred 
candidates of Healey, Dobbs and Mitchell were elected and an 
opposition slate of Bill Taylor (53.6 votes) and one Anita 
(37.2 votes) were defeated reflecting a victory of the "old 
right" over the "old left." 

Among the independent nominees who were not elected to 
the NC were: 



John Hellman 


46.9 votes 


Bill from the South 


49.9 votes 


(Ho sea Hudson), 


Joe North 


58 votes 


George Morris 


37.3 votes 


Mil ford Southerland 


30 votes 


Nat from Chicago 


38.9 votes 


Bennett from Indiana 


35.6 votes 



:>f New York and one 
California were nominated but declined. 

Following the close of the convention, the newly 
elected CP, USA, National Committee- met at the Hotel Theresa. 
This was after midnight on 12/14/59. 

Gus Hall opened the meeting by reading a letter from 
William Z. Foster in which he stated he wanted Hall to be set 
Up and recognized as the head of the CP, USA and that the idea 
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of having two vice-chairmen be dropped* 

<• 

Davis declined to serve as National Secretary. He 
argUed angrily and denounced the gangup of the delegates at 
the convention against the New York State CP which resulted in 
the election of Gannett, Tormey and Friedlander. He called 
this a movement to destroy the Hew York CP organization and 
him as head of the New York CP. He said that what happened 
would have a tremendous effect throughout the CP and the dis- 
crediting of the preferred slate by the convention proved 
that a "gangup" existed. He said that the New York CP was 
deprived of the very people who do the real work in the 
organization. 

Hall tried to smooth things out by stating that it 
was the Will of the convention and he could not express dis- 
satisfaction with that act of the convention without condemning 
all the acts of the convention. He proposed that Davis not 
decline the position l but think it over for a few days. 

Similar speeches followed for about two hours all 
suggesting that Davis not make a decision at this time. 

It was pointed out that some 20 reporters were out- 
side waiting for a news release from the NO and one reflecting 
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that Davis did not accept the proffered position would cause 
irreperable damage to the Party. 

A motion was made and passed that Davis accept the 
position of National Secretary at this time since he -will 
have plenty of time to change his mind before the next New 
York State CP Convention on 1/9/60. Davis agreed to accept, 
with, reservations. 

The new leadership of the CP, USA, in the person of 
Gus Hall, should be considered slightly right of center. It 
is clear that Hall is in conflict with Ben Davis, Foster and 
other leftists and ultra-leftists. Although Davis and Poster 
are far more extreme in their demands, Hall is acceptable to 
them. 

Hall and the circle around him cannot be said to favor 
the left or extreme left or the right and the remaining parts 
of the old rightist opposition. He opposes both these extremes. 

At this moment pressures upon him from the rightist 
side are weaker and less menacing because of the shellacking 
that? side has got in the last two years. 

Also it does not follow that everyone who is hostile 
to Poster and Davis crowd are rightists or former rightists. 

- 7 - 
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The more aggressive and more strong extreme at the 
present time, because generally they wort out. in the long 
fight, is the leftist and ultra-leftist trend exemplified ;by 
Foster and less sharply by Davis and so on. 

It is this trend which, presses, contests and makes 
demands upon Hall, which he has to resist. In resisting 
them he either moves slightly across the line to the right 
or is pushed across it in order to receive support from all who 
are On the other side of the line. 

The other side of the line phrase means political 
friertds consisting of people even thought to be of a leftist 
view but who oppose Foster's aggressiveness as being reckless, 
such as Weinstone, Blum also appears to be shifting that way too. 

It embraces a large body of independent middle of 
the roader blocs such as Arnold Johnson, Pat Toohey and others. 

Going a step further then, former people like Light- 
foot and Winter, who in the past fight were closer to the 
revisionists but were not revisionists and not basically 
supporters of this crowd but were still farther to the right 
than Johnson, Potash, Pat Toohey and others. 

Going still further away from the line are the 
remnants of the old defeated rightist group such as Healey, 
Dobbs, Lima, Gerson and others. 

- 8 r. 
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All these grades, or divisions cart find, an affinity 
with Hall but not with Foster or Davis . 

In .effect the 17th -National CP, USA, Convention has 
established a right of center leadership which is supported 
by all except the extreme left - the group around Esther 
Cantor. Davis is left but not extreme left and will support 
the leadership. 

In terms of policy, the CP is United in policy and 
program. This United outlook is consistent with the general 
needs of Soviet foreign, policy. This new program is art, 
effort po develop an elaborate new approach to political and 
other problems to make the CP a going organization.; There 
will be a new line and bold approach to the United front. The 
Party Will, enter into new alliances wherever possible. 

The CP is now basically United around this policy 
and is divided only as to degree or emphasis on this policy. 

The. factional fight is over. The CP is united. From 
here on out it Will be regimented as to thoughts and attitudes 
toward dissident elements. A lot of rubble has been cleared 
away and one cart expect the CP to make a lot of noise and 
bring more- pressure to bear in, mass work and other neglected 
fields such as peace and Negro affairs.; 
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It is also apparent that the CP is beginning to attend 
to pertain special fields such as youth, (steps toward, establish* 
ing a youth organization have been taken) , International .question,, 
a closer hookup with Communist Parties in other countries. It 
is significant that during the convention 50 Communist Parties 
sent greetings to the CP, USA, indicating that the CP, USA is 
back in the fold again and is supported and recognized by 
Communist Parties throughout the world. 

Basically the CP, USA, leadership is united, however, 
there are some scars of the past and some Undercurrents present, 
but the weight of larger things will reduce these animosities 
and the scars will heal. 

The one exception is just what result the present 
New York State CP situation will produce. Davis is not pro- 
testing the antics of his opposition but is trying to avoid 
a loss of stature and power but the cards are stacked against 
him. 

In general the convention can be regarded as a good 
one, united, spirited, with no factional disputes and with the 
feeling of great relief that there is now something new in the 
leadership. 

There is an awareness by those in the leadership of 
the strength and influence of the delegates at the convention 



10 - 




NY 100-80641-B 

and of the rank and file. The convention and its leadership 
was not able to do all that it wanted to do but was restrained 
in every step by the outright recognition of the fact that the 
rank and file were watching. The feeling in the convention 
was that the leadership is still on probation, that there Is 
still a considerable amount of distrust and lack of confidence 
in the leadership. 

The leadership on the other hand is acutely aware 
of its responsibilities to the membership. 

The leadership was cautious in its presentation of a 
Party program feeling that any overbearing, arrogant, down the 
line demands for a set policy on any matter would re-open old 
wounds and cause convention squabbles and deadlocks. For 
example, the convention leadership drew back on its big con- 
templated changes in the Party constitution and did not make 
a major change except in the method of electing the National 
Committee. They were afraid that not to let the districts have 
some say in this election would cause new outbreaks and they 
realized the need for compromise. 

The leadership is still Insecure and not solidly based 
and while this was a convention (somewhat rigged) of "politicoes" 
even they had to restrain themselves. 
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The main job of the present leadership is to establish 
themselves as a secure, confident group in the eyes of the 
leadership. ;it ;is felt .that the leadership' .will, move -steadily 
to develop this confidence and they expect that by the next 
convention to be back to "norma}." 
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#2 Preliminary Memo on 17th National 

Convention of CP, USA 



12/30/59 



Subject to a more detailed analysis, especially 
of the resolutions and policies adopted by the 17th Convention 
of the CP, USA (many of which are still unavailable due to 
technical reasons, or are still in rough draft form and will 
only be circulated later) I offer the following preliminary 
observations and estimation of the results of this convention, 
The following complements the memo of 12/14/59 which should 
be considered a part of this one: 

1. It verified that the three year internecine 
struggle and factionalism is now considered ended; that all 
major dissidents have been defeated - driven out of the Party 
or those who remain do so as a whipped, unlnflUential, tolerated, 
or "coordinated" set of individuals. For example, on a oallot , 
of 60 to be elected to the National Committee, high vote of 
131, Richmond ran 52nd with 87 votes; HEALEY ran 56th with 81.5 
votes; and GERSON ran 57th with 77 votes. No especial campaign 
was waged against them, else they would have lost altogether. 

2. It verified that the program, policy and basic 
outlook has fully reverted to its former status as being in 
complete accordance with that of the CP USSR and the pro-Soviet 
world Communist organization; of fully reflecting the present 
needs and international outlook of the USSR in terms of foreign 
policy; with profuse of notations from KHRUSHCHEV and MAO-Tse- 
Tung to specifically delineate and emphasize this accordance, 
all vestiges of a former tentative "independence" of thought, 
policy and viewpoint, and the once brave assertion of its 
"right and duty" to ''criticize" the USSR and foreign Communist 
Parties and nations were thoroughly excised from the Constitution 
and all Party programmatic princip2ss. Illustrative of this 

also was the final and definitive ''correction" of the former 
position of the revisionist-controlled National Board which 
1f neither condemned nor condoned" the Red Army invasion of 
Hungary. 
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3. It -verified that the CP, USA, has sufficiently 
washed its sins away to be relieved of its probation by the 
world Communist Parties loyal to the USSR; and to be once 
again fully and unreservedly accepted by them as a loyal and 
fraternal associate party. 

The avalanche of laudatory telegrams of greetings 
confirmed this - coming from CP*s in USSR, China, Bulgaria, 
Eastern Germany, Prance and some 30 other countries. 

4. The convention verified that the Party has revert- 
ed to its former "Vanguard", "democratic centralist" and rigidly- 
constructed and authoritarian organizational type - eradicating 
all 1956 innovations of rank and file control, of defined and 
controlled authority of the leadership, and internal democracy. 

5. The convention verified that the Party now has 
attained one policy, one perspectus, one outlook, one agreed 
set of tactical and strategical principles, and a fairly un ified 
organizati on, unified membership and largely a un ified national 
ana state leaderships. 

A certain amount of animosities, Jealousies and 
hatreds persist at the top and in the ranks and a certain extent 
of factional attitudes still burn - but in the context of 
illicit activities and unable to withstand the atmosphere and 
inexorable pressures against them, and considered hurtful to 
a united Party, etc. The present row in the NY organization 
with BBN DAVIS as a target is one of such brush fires that will 
burn but not spread, for the total trend and direction is now 
to "get back on the beam. " 

6. The convention verified that there is - as a 
result of the foregoing, and in addition, to what are considered 
favorable and "progressive" changes in international and 
national political and economic developments - an obvious renewed 
enthusiasm and confidence that "the turn has been made", that 
from here-out tne jfarty will move forward progressively and 
rapidly. 
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A refurbishing of the top leadership, by. dropping 
the full, unimaginative and plodding GENE DENNIS for. the more 
vigorous GUS HALL is a factor which accounts for much of the 
new spirit and new confidence. 

V 

7. The convention verified that a new and qualitative 
change has occurred in the Party, one which is expected to 
result in a greater activity, a "new" and "fresh" approach to 
many aspects of work and activity. 

The historic "rightist" formation - as indicated - 
is defeated and of no consequence. The formidable FOSTER- 
DAVIS combination has had its hold vastly loosened. Its new 
formation, headed by HALL, takes over. It receives its 
strength from "pro~unity", "contrasts" and rightists who crawl 
Under this umbrella as they have no where else to go. It is also 
supported by the largest bloc of former "leftists" (JACKSON, 
LUMER, ALBERTSON, etc.) whose distaste for the rigid line of 
FOSTER, compels them to seek a new coalition. 

Therefore, while the. "right" is about eradicated, 
the influence of FOSTER is now but nominal (and minimal) and 
his once powerful group is reduced to a few scattered die- 
hards like CHASE (Mass.), BLUM. (Ind.), and a few more. 

In this sense, the new leadership of HALL and 
supporters may be characterized as. slightly right of center . 
He will lean in this direction because or the pressure ana 
demands of FOSTER which HALL Will, when he wishes, reject as 
sectarian and. narrow. This characterization should in. no 
sense be understood as HALL, etc., evolving towards as,GATES 
type; "rightist" outlook, or any idea he will veer from what he 
conceives to be the best way to execute a pro-Moscow line. 

I have the preliminary view that the convention 
solved a number of problems for the Party; gave it a shot in the 
arm, and - externally at least - hopped them Up with, the idea 
that now they can go places. 
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Therefore, rather than anticipating a further decline 
in CP, USA, activity, sand a continued deterioration of its status, 
the Bureau should expect from it a certain resurgence and con- 
centrated attempt to set into motion a series of activities and 
undertakings on many varied fronts. 

The decision to undertake measures now to re-establish 
the Daily Worker in i960, a project entailing at least half a 
million dollars, is indicative, (it may well be asked if the 
present low state of organization, members and stringent 
finances realistically warrant such a decision, and if some 
premises or expectations of substantial financial aid exist 
from ■•International sources.) 
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1-Cleveland (100- ) (ED CHAKA) (RM) 
1-Detroit (100-13420), (CARL WINTER) (RM) 
1-Detroit (100-8482) (TOM DENNIS) (RM) 
1-Detroit (100- ) (WILLIAM ALLEN) (RM) 
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1-Milwaukee (100-4) (FRED BLAIR) (RM) 
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1-Philadelphia (100- ) (DANNY LNU-YOUTE-PHILADELPHIA) (RM) 

1-Philadelphia (100- ) (SARGE LNU FROM EASTERN PA.) (RM) 

1-Philadelphia (65-1686) (TOM NABRIED) (RM) 



1-Portland (100- 
1-San Francisco 
1-San Francisco 
1-San Francisco 
1-San Francisco 
1-San Francisco 
1-San Francisco 



100- 
100- 
100- 
,100- 
(100- 



( NORMAN HAALANDj (RM) 

'1 



61-415) ' fA L RICHMOND) ?RM ) 

) 1 l(RM) 



ARCHIE BROWN) (RM) 
■TUANITA WHEELER) (RM) 
I (RM) 
(3 



b6 
b7C 
b7D 



, N JOE FIGUEIREDO) (RM) 
1-San Francisco (65-1242) (MICKEY LIMA) (RM) 
1-San Francisco (100- ) (LEE KUINICK) (RM) 

1-San Francisco (100- ) (RALPH IZARD) (RM) % , % 

1-Seattle (100- ) (ELMSR LNU FROM WASHINGTON STATE) (RM) 

100-12883) (MILFORD SUTHERLAND) (RM) 
100-127) (BURT NELSON) (RM) % , x 
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Identity of Source [ 



Description of Info 

Date Received 
Received By 
Original Location 



I who has 
rurnisned reliable 
info in past (conceal) 

17th National Convention, 
CP, USA (Afternoon Session, 

12/13/59), 12/10-13/59 ^70 

12/19/59 

SA DAVID RYAN, written 



A copy of informant's written report follows. 
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12/18/59 

National Convention, CPUSA, Hotel Theresa, NYC 
Sunday, 12/13/59* afternoon session. 

NAT ROSENBLUTH was unanimously elected chairman for the 
session. 

FNULNU: Point of personal privilege. The Comrade who made 
reference to the stage this morning when we were expelling 
a renegade from the Party... 

NAT R. : This is not a question of privilege. I <b not 
recognize you. 

PAT TUOHEY: For the Latin Affairs Committee: The arrival of 
Comrade SANTOS this morning was unexpected, and there was 
no time to prepare a sutiahle presentation to him. That is 
why we did the best we could Something more suitable and 
tangible will be given to him. 

The committee has a report to make to be followed by remarks 
by Comrade COLON. New York, New England, New Jersey, and 
Southern California were represented, with assistance from 
Comrade COLON, JOE NORTH, and CLARENCE HATHAWAY. We have 
two resolutions: one on Cuba and one on Puerto Rico. The 
report asks for the adoption of the resolutions . 

The committee proposes three motions to the incoming NC 
of the Party: We have to establish a self-criticism of our 
lag in the attention to the development of this work up to 
now. One of the basic questions has been the lack of a 
strong sub-ccmmlttee of the NC guiding and developing this 
activity. The motion is that the NC be obliged to create 
such a committee as one of its first orders of business. 
Second, there is before the convention a resolution on the 
Mexican-American workers of the southwest, prepared and 
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presented by the Communists of Southern California. It is 
considered to be the basis of our work in many respects. We 
afic for approval of it, with the further suggestions that the 
NC try to arrange a Party conference in the southwest. The 
third motion is to bring to the Convention the draft of an 
appeal by this Convention to the conscience of the American 
people to give solidarity and support to the struggles of the 
people now developing in Latin America. We believe such an 
appeal should be prepared with the struggles of national 
liberation washing our own shores and requiring such assist- 
ance that the people of our country have responsibilities in 
it. These are the responsibilities: The Secretary of 
Commerce, a political ignoramus, if not a biological 
miscarriage, made a statement the other day on the situation 
in Latin America. He characterized it as nothing but a bunch 
of murderers running around interested in nothing but grabbing 
American property. Actually there is a tremendous national 
liberation struggle over our hemisphere, embracing the 
peoples of over 20 Latin American nations. This is a vast 
people's movement and it merits the sympathy and. full support 
of the people of the US whose immediate support and solidarity 
are an obligation. As LENIN stressed to Us, it is the 
political responsibility of the workers in the imperialist 
countries to give active support to the colonial and semi- 
colonial peoples who are oppressed by their capitalist class. 
Today this is a task and duty of the most Urgent necessity. 
Our Party and our leadership ahd our membership and many 
progressive Americans have a record. marked with deep devotion 
and self-sacrifice in mobilizing workers in support of the 
workers of other countries, but in recent times our attention 
has lagged and has reached some points of actual, neglect. 
The theme of this convention is the fight, to win peace, but 
this cannot be a reality unless the people of the US under- 
stand the meaning of and instantly respond to, the embattled 
peoples of Cuba and Latin America. Theirs is a fight for 
national freedom, for sovereignty, and for peace. There cannot 
be world peace if there is a mass of war 'in our own hemisphere . 
Thus it becomes a matter of national honors, In the self 
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Interest of our nation and for every Communist, it is our 
task -to help the struggle of the Latin American people . 
If we understand that the character of the present movement 
is that of a revolutionary resistance to American 
imperialism, the response would change, and particularly the 
Cuban revolution, which has given a new quality and content 
to this period. It is a movement against generatlns of hitter 
poverty and exploitation Imposed by our own US Imperialism. 
It is a heroic effort once and for all to end the pilferage 
of their national wealth and the brutal dictatorships which 
have ammassed wealth for the monopolists and their local 
stooges. They are now rising and resolutely fighting with an 
unparalleled degree of unity and dedication for the release 
from the strangling yoke of our American imperialism and 
for an economic and political independence and for human 
dignity and for a world at peace. This is consistent with 
the self-interest of the people of our country, for a free, 
industrially developed Latin America, with good living 
standards, benefits the workers in our country. The danger 
signs are in the criminals whom Wall St. has Installed in 
many countries in Latin America; They are being overthrown, 
but they are a stain on the honor of this country. The 
administration spends millions of dollars of taxpayers 1 
money on a commission whose aim is to invade Cuba. The 
voice of the people and labor movements of our country seems 
muted in this respect. What a tragedy It is that our people 
do not yet seem to have the simple realization that the hopes 
and aspirations of the one people are identical with the 
others. The Interests are mutual; the enemy is one. Both 
cherish liberty and the consequences of the defeat of one 
will be shared by both. There cannot be peace and social 
progress in the US if we allow our government to be used as 
a reactionary Goliath to bring death and destruction and 
tyranny to neighbors who after long years of oppression want 
only to attain the st£us of free human beings . The victory 
of the workers and farmers of Cuba and Argentina is a victory 
for the common people of our own country. Any possible 
return of those dictatorships, our people, in their own self 
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interest, must help to prevent. The Latin American people 
have no animosity toward the people of our country, but they 
look upon our people as brothers in a common cause. They do 
differentiate between the people and the exploiters whom we 
both fight. They are aware of the role of our State 
Department in organizing the overthrow of a democratic 
government in Guatemala and they received Mr. NIXON 
accordingly. They receive FOSTER, DAVIS,' HALL, etc., 
as brothers. In India, Pres. EISENHOWER said the US is for 
supporting its real friends— but FRANCISCO FRANCO is not our 
friend, but an enemy of free men, and should not be entitled 
to the dignity of a visit by the President of our County. Our 
true friends are the heroic Latin American countries who 
deserve our support and friendship. In Cuba, they face a deadly 
and immediate danger. Two days ago, the Commander of the 
military forces in Cuba prophesied an invasion of Cuba by the 
first of the year. Will this danger be responded to, or 
will world apathy allow another Guatemala or Republican 
Spain to happen? TRUJILLO has forces trained for such an 
invasion, helped by American imperialism. From last New 
Year's Day, when Cuba was reborn, they have been beset by 
counterrevolutionary forces led by our imperialists. The 
very fate of our hemisphere lies in the fate of revolutionary 
Cuba. Instead of pursuing a policy of friendship to the new 
Cuba, the EISENHOWER administration is trying to strangle 
it. The State Department and the FBI are actually plotting 
the overthrow of the new Cuban government. The administration 
has poured millions of dollars behind BATTISTA, but refuses 
one cent to help the new Cuba, refuses to sell them arms and 
planes, and blockades nations who are willing to do so. 
They are trying to create a collapse of Cuba from within by 
en attack on its economy — sugar and tobacco. Several large 
steamship companies, which carried thousands of tourists 
to Cuba, have cancelled Havana as a port of call, to destroy 
Cuban industry. If we in the US remain passive, the Cuban 
revolution will fail. "Hands off Cuba" is the slogan for the 
present time. Democratic forces in Latin American are 
responding and we must strive to encourage our support here. 
TOLEDANO has issued a call to all trade unionists for 
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immediate support to Cuba. The AFL-CIO certainly can do no 
less. It is our obligation to try to arouse American .ipUblic 
opinion to bring that support to the people of Cuba and all 
Latin America. If our Party is animated with a political under- 
standing of this situation and imbued with a working class 
spirit of internationalism, we will be able to defend our own 
people in the form of defending our Latin American brothers , 
and, together with our Comrades in Latin America, may effect 
a contribution to the winning of peace, security and socialism 
in our hemisphere. I move the adoption of the motion and the 
report of the Convention committee on this subject. 

JOE NORTH: I wish to address you as one who has just come 
back from Cuba. I went twice for my newspaper during this 
year. No other paper has written the kind of stories that 
my paper has. So I was subpoenaed to appear before the 
EASTLAND Committee. 

I saw the nation that is being described by all papers and 
other media as being in a state that they say it is. The 
contrast is like heaven from hell. There is a unity far 
beyond what you thought would be obtainable when you were 
there in January. Every segment of the country is working 
for that new Cuba in a way that is inspiring to every honest 
visitor. This is one reason why the ships do not stop there. 
They do not want the American people to know what has 
happened in that country this past year. You feel 10 feet 
tall when you walk the streets in the City and visit the 
country. There is no time to describe it, but I will dwell 
primarily on the land reform, the heart and soul of the 
Cuban revolution. 

A year ago, it was impossible to get from Havana to San 
Diago, except by plane. The country was still in a state of 
confusion. Within this one year, you found that country 
zooming ahead. I went to Zone 7 (there are 17 zones in the 
land program) . I was greeted by a young man of 28-30 with a 
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long flowing peard — 5 1 10" . who had been in the revolution 
from the day BATTISTA took power. He helped organize the 
revolution and spend two years in the mountains . He .was in 
charge of Zone 7. He was not a farmer or an expert in the 
agrarian field but was quickly learning. He was an expert 
agronomist, who chose several assistants. All questions are 
referred to this group for decision. There is respect from 
the peasantry. They took me to a farm that was owned by 
BATTISTA 1 s head of the lottery — 4,500 acres, 80 miles south 
of Havana — grows mostly sugar cane. Now they are growing 
subsistence crops- — peas, beans, etc., which previously were 
imported at high prices. Now the farm is run on a cooperative 
basis. 175 families are working on the farm, getting $2.50 
a day until they are on their feet. This man had been in 
the army buthad asked to be released to work on the farms, 
since he was a farmer. He has 6 children. He said, "Before 
we never ate breakfast. Today we have three meals instead of 
2 a day. Before, we had a one-room hut with thatched roof. 
Today the city workers bought cement mixing machines, which 
were offered to the peasants, and we are building cement homes." 
There is Unity of the peasantry and solidarity of the peasantry 
and the working class. They have received $100,000,000 in 
credits from big companies in Britain, West Germany, Italy, 
and East Germany, where they are buying tractors. They are 
doing the best they can under the circumstances in a 
revolution which is not socialist in content. I said at the 
EASTLAND Committee that we could learn about democracy 
from the Cuban revolution. While still in the mountains, they 
formulated agrarian decrees, including the question of the 
victory over racism. When our US can habe a Negro 
as head of the armed forces, air force, Bien we will begin to 
learn something from 15he Cuban revolution. 

These are just a few things I saw in Cuba. You can read more 
about them in the WORKER. January 1 is approaching. When 
the head of the Army, Navy and Air Force made the warning 
that they expect an effort to invade Cuba by then, he was not 
just talking rhetoric. There had already been an attempt 
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three months ago, which was halted by the work of an 
American in the^ Army of Liberation in Cuba. We have a great 
responsibility /act immediately on the resolution that 
was presented. • 

Motion to adopt the resolution and report: 

IRVING POTASH: Amendment: We should add a demand for 
amnesty for the group of PR Nationalists today languishing in 
US prisons on inhumanly long sentences. Some of us met 
them in prison. We have differences with them, but they 
have unselfish devotion to their nationalism. (The 
committee accepted the amendment) . 

Resolution and report unanimously adopted. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN: Report of the Nominating Committee: 
One Comrade is not on this list, although he was nominated by 
practically every delegation. This is because we consider 
it is not necessary to place his name for election. I 
move the election by acclamation of WILLIAM Z. FOSTER as 
Chairman Emeritus of the Communist Party of the USA. 

ELMER LNU (Washington) : I second the mainaticnof Comrade 
FOSTER. I have just traveled in four countries in Europe 
with the World Federation of Trade Unionists. I was 
a guest of the union in each country. Everywhere I was asked 
by the workers how is Comrade FOSTER? How is he doing? 
Is the American party living up to his leadership? He 
stands for fraternal solidarity of the working class of the 
world, based on the leadership of the Soviet Union. This is 
the position that I fight for in my state of Washington, in 
the Party, and everywhere ♦ FOSTER'S position on Hungary 
was correct. I associate myself with it, and I told that 
to people in Europe. His leadership In Steel Is still under- 
stood and honored everywhere by steel workers, I received a 
pin from the Socialist Unity Party in Germany. I want it to 
go to Comrade FOSTER In my name, from the workers of the 
German Democratic Republic. 
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The election was passed, with one abstention (from Southern 
California) . 

A motion was unanimously carried to have remaining delegates 
cast entire delegation vote, in cases where some of the 
delegates had to leave before the ballotting. 

Following are the preferred nominations on the general list 
for the 25 At-Large Members of the NC: 

EUGENE DENNIS 
GUS HALL 
JAMES JACKSON 
HY LUMER 

BENJAMIN J. DAVIS 
ELIZABETH G. FLYNN 
JACK STACHEL 
IRVING POTASH 

HIL BART 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
JIM ALLEN 
JESUS COLON 
AL RICHMOND 
ELLEN ALLISON 
PETTIS PERRY 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT 
DANNY (Youth - Chicago) 
DANNY (Youth - Philadelphia) 
WIL WINESTONE 
WILLI7JTPATTERS0N 
ERIK BERT 
GEORGE MEYERS 
SI GERSON X Tied. 

b6 

b7C ( 
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Nominees who did not get top vote: 

JOHN HELLMAN (Mbntana-S. Calif.) 
RILL (Souths , _ 



JOE NORTH 
GEORGE MORRIS 
MILFORD S. (Wash.) 
NATE (Chicago) 
BENNETT (Indiana) 

Nominations from Districts (and some additional, ones made, by 
members of the Presiding Committee): 

N.Y. - 8: 

PAULI 
NAT 

LOU WEINSTOCK 
MORT (Buffalo) 
MIKE (Lat. Am.) 
EVXE WEINER 
MILT RSSEN 
BILL ALBERTSON 

(At this point, there was a question as to the legality of 
adding names by members of the Committee. ARCHIE BROWN 
took issue with the chairman's ruling, with IRVING POTASH 
taking over during the discussion and vote . The Chair was 
upheld, 60-45. CARL WINTER made a t&tf&QW to receive from the 
Presiding Committee only the preferred nominations, and was 
ruled out of order, since this was the same as the original 
ruling of the chair.) 

Southern California - 3: 
CHARLENE MITCHELL 
DOROTHY HEALY 
BEN DOBBS 
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Northern California: 

MICKSY.IEAMBR b6 



Illinois: 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
JIM WEST 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 

Michigan: 

CARL WINTER 
r i:OM DENNIS 

Ohio: 

KRCHMAKSK 

New England: 

HOMER CHASE 

New Jersey: 

PAT TUOHY 

Maryland: 
JAKE 

Indiana: 

MATTIE, BLOOM 

Missouri: 

C. MARTIN, 

Wisconsin: 

FRED- BLAIR 
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Minnesota: 

SAM DAVIS 

Eastern Pennsylvania: 
TOM MABRIDD 

Washington: 

BERT NELSON 

Oregon: 

NORMAN HAALAND 

Southj 



Motion: Reconsider original intent of the Convention to 
improve composition by going back to the 15 members. 

The Presiding Committee recommends 15 minutes break for 
caucuses. (Motion carried 65 for«) 

Further nominations: 

N.Y. BETTY GANNETT 



ESTHER KANTOR (Declined) 
JIM TOREEY ~ 
MILLIE MC ADORY 



S. Calif: BILL TAYLOR 
ANITA 

N. Calif: JOE F. (Declined) 
LEE (Declined) 

Michigan: BILLY ALLEN 



be 
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ARTIE 



(Declined) 
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Indiana: _B. BENNETT (Declined from Caucus list) 
At Large: millie mo adory be 

mm b7 ° 

A notion to close nominations was accepted. 
Declinations: 

ESTHER KANTER, from State List 

MILLIE MC ADORY, from State List (remain on at large list) 

ARCHIE BROWN, for the Presiding Committee: We propose a 
ballotting committee of 8: SARGE (E.Pa.), Chairman 

MOLLY GOLD (Illinois) 

RALPH (N. Calif.) 

ED. (N.¥.) 

HANLEY (S. Calif.) 

HOOD) (N. Eng.) 

MC PHALL (Wash.) 

An amendment was accepted, for a properly balanced ballot > 
authorizing a change to 20 at large members and 25 from 
the states and districts, with no more than 60 votes. 

GUS HALL: I think this list does balance the 110 in the best 
possible manner. 

ELIZABETH G.'FLYNN: Report on Defense: There are no basic 
differences on this question, or many facts that you do not 
know already* It would be a serious omission for us to 
have a Convention of the CPUSA without discussing the 
defense, the legal rights of our Party, and the struggle that 
we have made and that we must make in the immediate future 
to resolve some of the issues which I will attempt to give 
you a bird's eye view of now. It is really something like 
21 years since the TJn-American Committee we cet up in 1938 
that we have carried on a struggle against repressive 
legislation directed in some instances at us, directed in 
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many instances at the democratic forces, the labor movement, 
the Negro people, including the Communists. It was well 
said by Justice JACKSON that the rights of the whole American 
people are tied up in the same bundle with the rights of the 
Communists. We have attempted to establish this over the 
last two decades. To meet the vicious lie, the big lie of 
"foreigh agent," to meet the slanders against our Party. 
The Un-American Committee has no legitimate purpose. It was 
set up for purposes of exposure, and not to propose legis- 
lation. It has carried on a continuous campaign against 
hundreds and thousands of men and women in our country. 
People have lost their Jobs. Men and women have gone to 
prison for contempt and perjury. There have been drives 
against whole groups of people, as against the Puerto Ricans 
here and in Puerto Rico, the raids that they have made against 
groups of individuals including teachers, professionals of 
all sorts, workers, artists — a cross-section of the American 
people. At the present moment there are something like 32 
people awaiting imprisonment and some in prison as victims 
of the Un-American Committee. Dr. UPHOUSE and HUGO DE GREGORY 
in New Hampshire are on their way to imprisonment on a New 
Hampshire replica of the Un-American Committee, 

I am extending my remarks in the January issu.y cf Political 
Affairs. In 19^0, the Alien Registration Act, vfcdch has 
been the basis of torture for millions of foreign bom 
Americans — including .the Smith Act, Under which many sitting 
here today have served prison terms. We are not through 
with the Smith Act. We still have, despite the Smith Act 
reversals in some dozen cases around the country, the 
Denver case, pending appeal; the case of FOSTER, who is 
still under the original indictment, as well as the 
membership indictments. We have the membership sections 
at the present moment, the appeals of JUNIUS SCALES and 
MARTIN of Buffalo before the Supreme Court, to be argued in 
the near future. If the decision .should be adverse, it 
would immediately affect HGHTFOOT, HELLMAN, and many more 
under indictment. It would also open the doors for widespread 
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application cf this important clause to many other individuals. 
I assume you know the basic facts. There was the Taft-Hartley 
law in 19^7. I will speak of it specifically in relation to 
our Party. Several labor men have gone to prison for perjury. 
It has been used against 4 comrades now out on bail in 
California, and 3 trade unionists. You don f t need theory, 
books, speeches — you need only one stool pigeon to testify 
that he saw you in conference with trade unionists. 1950 — 
Internatl Security Act. The McCarran Act. The CP and 12 
other organizations have been cited by the Subversive 
Activities Control Board, pending orders to register. Our 
Party carried the fight. It was the spearhead in this fight. 
We are now in the Supreme Court. All otherorganizations 
could have been ordered to register. Until we register , 
they cannot be ordered to do so. Now there is only one 
stool pigeon left — LOUIS BUDENZ — They won't allow us to 
examine him. It might cause his death, God forbid. 

I also want to mention the 1952 Immigration and Naturalization 
Law, the Walter-McCarran Act. This harrassment continues, 
as in the case in California. I want to mention the situation 
of the foreign bom among our Comrades and in the labor movement 
in general. We are not really outlawed and denied existence, 
but in 195% a law was passed to outlaw us . This Is not enforced 
in the courts, but halls are refused to us, etc. The right 
to run candidates is denied us and we are persecuted in many 
ways. Let us realize that our fight is for our full rights 
as an American political party in this country. All this 
repressive legislation should be discarded and we should be 
treated as firstclass citizens. I mention the Kennedy, etc., 
bill recently passed, which is more dangerous than the Taft- 
Hartley, as discussed in the labor report. 

In i960, there is proposed legislation to put more teeth into 
all the acts, to lay aside the favorable decisions of the 
Supreme Court and reinforce the picture of repressive 
legislation. 
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Only 5 Comrades came to the meeting of the Defense Committee, 
BELLA, from the Bronx, is the spearhead of a remarkable com- 
mittee. We got the signatures of Ik Negro ministers on a 
petition for WINSTON in the Bronx. Also, SI GERSON, who has 
been helpful in lining up NORMAN THOMAS and other liberals. 
ARNOLD JOHNSON and myself are in charge of this work, in New 
York. Also, a fine committee in Chicago. 

We recommend that cards which have been placed on all tables 

be taken back to the districts and used. Also, a resolution 

be adopted, as follows: Despite a number of court decisions 

and other developments, reaction is still determined to carry 

on in the spirit of McCarthyism. The illegal use of congressional 

committees to terrorize peace loving Americans, organized 

labor, and the Negro people, still continues. We demand 

that all Indictments against Comrade FOSTER be dismissed 

and he be allowed to travel anywhere he wants.... The 

fight to free political prisoners merges with the struggle 

to defend the Bill of Rights. It Is the fight of all 

freedom loving Americans and, in the first place, of 

organized labor, regar<Eecs of political beliefs. The fight 

for democratic rights and the finishing of McCarthyism can 

take a big step forward now. The 17th Convention of the CP 

accepts this responsibility and hereby instructs the incoming 

NC to take every step required to set up the essential 

apparatus for such activities in the national center and in 

all districts, to strengthen the amnesty campaign to free our 

Comrades so WINSTON, CREEN and THOMPSON will be with Us again 

in the shortest possible time. We must remember it is not 

only the Un-American Committee, but it is also the EASTLAND 

Committee, which is responsible for Comrade DENNIS 1 illness. 

1/6/60 there will be a parole hearing for HENRY WINSTON, 

organized by the Bronx Committee for the Freedom of WINSTON. . . 

Motion to adopt the report was unanimously carried. 

HY LUMER: Report on Peace: We redrafted Sections 1 and 2 
of the draft resolution. The committee proposed the 
adoption with certain changes of a minor character: The 
resolution should deal with the particular role of women and 
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youth in the fight for peace; last par., p. 3: insert some- 
thing to present the essence of the idea dealt with A>y GUS 
in his. keynote speech about the multiplicity of the organiza- 
tions fighting for peace; p, k, 3rd last par.: insert 
sentence calling for an end to peacetime draft and military 
training and enlarge sentence dealing wittv Latin America... 
"to fight against US imperialist interference in the internal 
affairs of Cuba and other Latin American countries...." 

Some changes were rejected by the Committee: Pinal editing 
of the draft include omission from the Washington State 
resolution on the fundamental turning point in the history of 
the US. (It is already in the resolution). 

There was a brief discussion, during which a New England 
delegate proposed that the section on peacetime economics 
be referred to the NO for completion. 

The motion to adopt the resolution, Parts 1 and 2, with the 
amendments as read, and submission of the section on economics 
to the NC accepted. 

ARTIE EDELMAN: I object to certain weaknesses in the 
resolution, which was in the original draft resolution on the 
section dedicated to peace. In this resolution it was over- 
whelmingly noted all over the country that it was weak and 
did not reflect the objective conditions in the world, e.g., 
the monopoly of atom bombs . When US had the monopoly, there 
was a different picture than when that monopoly was broken 
and when it was demonstrated by the Soviet Unbn that they 

had superior guided missile systems, etc I am taking up 

astronomy at the Haydert Planetarium. We had a session on the 
moon. The moon's orbit is the most complicated of any 
heavenly body. 500 calculations were made in order to get a 
true position. This explains how remarkable the thing that 
the Soviet Union did is. So .the US must consider carefully 
before going to war with the Soviet Union. This explains 
the split among monopoly capitalists . Also, the colonial- 
people 1 s struggles, directly related to today* s news item 
that Poland has won a seat in the Security Council of the 
UN. Some Comrades said, "But they have to share it with 
Turkey." That's all it meant to them. The Daily News head- 
lined it. We are behind the Daily News? This was brought 
about by the Asian and African bloc. 
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Motion to adopt the report: Accepted. 

JIM ALIEN: Report of the Program Committee: A number of 
good things have been said about the Convention. Perhaps 
I can add one more. Certainly, the Convention has shown 
great determination, boldness, and courage in trying to face 
all the problems that confront it, not only those which 
remain, but the new problems which arise as we prepare 
ourselves to really play a role in the mass moveme* which 
is unfolding in the country. It is not my aim to present new 
weighty matters for you consideration at this time. Your 
sub-committee on the declaration of aims and tasks had before 
it a document which had been prepared over a long period of 
time. For over a year a committee of program has 
labored and studied and prepared considerable material for 
your consideration. It is the weightiest document in your 
folder. What we have in the declaration is a programmatic 
statement of where the CP stands. Here we attempted to do 
two things: (1) To state as clearly and as precisely as 
possible where the CP stands with respect to its alms and how 
it proposes that the aim of socialism in America be 
carried out as seen at the present time. (2) It attempted 
to do this in' a positive way, so that our programmatic state- 
ment would be understood by the American people. That is a 
complicated task. We think that we have made a commendable 
effort in that direction and that the document before you 
does serve that purpose. It is intended to be the program- 
matic statement of the Party pending the completion of a more 
comprehensivd program. It covers essentially six points: 
(1) The nature of the Communist Party; (2) How we seen peace- 
ful co-existence; (3) Program in a peacetime economy; (4) 
The defense of democracy against reaction; (5) The American 
road to socialism, as we, the American Communists, see it; 
(6) our socialist potential. The document Itself is the 
product of extended work. It was drafted in advance of the 
Convention. A sub-committee worked prior to the convention: 
LUMER, HATHAWAY, and myself went over it again and improved 
it. Then your sub-committee again considered it, made ad- 
ditional changes In it, mostly of an editorial character. 
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It is a projection of the line which has been adopted at 
this Convention. It is a formulation and projection of the 
principal actions and positions taken here. There is no 
contradiction at any point tetween the declaration and the 
work of the Convention. It is the kind of a document that 
can be presented to the American people, the American working 
class and all sectors of the democratic forces in the country 
as an exposition of where the Communist Party stands. I 
would like to recommend on behalf of your sub-committee that 
the Convention adopt the declaration of aims and tasks. 

Motion carried; none opposed; k abstentions. 

ARNOLD JOHNSON: Miscellaneous resolutions. We move to refer 
the resolution on the health of the people, dealing with 
social medicine; the resolution on the arts — to the Incoming 
NC. But I want to place this motion for action by the 
entire Convention: We received a cablegram from the Central 
Committee of the Party in Japan— talking about a movement 
in Japan against American reactionaries who wish to extend 
the old treaty. Whereas Japan's government, under pressue 
of Anerican imperialism, is seeking to revise the treaty 
between the US and Japan to make Japan a base for American 
military forces — this will increase international tension 
and involve the US in a further program of intimidating the 
Japanese people and worsen relations between the peoples... 
to establish friendship between the peoples of all countries 
and end American imperialist adventures in Japan and all 
countries, we call for the US airforce, sent to Japan under 
TRUMAN'S agreement, be withdrawn. Be it resolved: That 
this Convention protest the efforts of our government to 
revise the treaty for purposes of continuing to use Japan as 
an outpost of the US, withdraw all US troops, and Okinawa 
be restored to Japan ... .That the sense of this resolution be 
sent to President EISENHOWER and Senate and House Foreign 
Affairs Committees and further steps be taken to further 
implement this resolution. (Carried unanimously.) 
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Motion to refer two other resolutions to incoming NC- — 
unanimously carried. 

NAT.: We will have a summary from Comrade HALL and the 
ballot ting report later, because one of the machines 
is broken and there will be some deay. 

GUS HALL: I think we can say with definite assuredness that 
this Convention has fully met its main responsibilities. 
When the NC discussed the perspective for this Convention a 
few months ago and when the general outloos was laid out 
that it must be generally a Convention that looks onward and 
outward, at that stage many of us were not sure as to what 
place it would take in history. We were generally of the 
feeling that it would be a step in the process of rebuilding 
the Marxist-Leninist Party in the US. Some were more optimistic, 
some less, but I think we can say that it was a big step 
in this process and that we have removed many serious 
obstacles in our path and that our Party not only can now move 
forward and onward, but because of the removal of these 
obstacles, we can to do a t a much faster speed that in the 
past period* I thinK axso we can say that we have had 
generally a meeting of minds at this Convention. While 
it is not true Under all conditions, I think under the 
present conditions in the process of this remolding that it 
is a healthy thing that we can say that nobody really had 
his full way at this convention. There are none of us the same 
at the end as when the Convention opened. We have been 
changed in one way or another. Also, we are tired. None of 
us are politically the same. If there is any single Comrade 
that feels he has not been influenced by the Convention, 
then3ook at yourself and not at the Convention. 

In proceedings of this type, we attempt to do to much in four 
days, and there will still be minor disagreements on many 
questions, but considering the pressure, we can say that this 
Convention has proceeded in a rather harmonious fashion. (We 
must pass this in a resolution before we are through.) In 
spite of little difficulties and irritations, we do have one 
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policy, one line and one direction for our Party, and I 
think this is new, for we have not had that in the last 
couple of years. The line was not concrete, definite and 
clear enough after the last Convention, and led to many of 
our present difficulties. But now we do have the policy, 
line and direction, for the whole &*ty from the member to 
the NC and officers. 

In all of the positive things, we must say there are some 
weaknesses in the Convention. Among them is the fact that 
the agenda was too big and we tried to make too many cor- 
rections in four days. We did not have the possibility for 
enough discussion on the concrete experiences of our Party, 
especially in the mass field of giving leadership to the 
masses. I say this knowing that there are much more and 
very exciting experiences that should have been brought to 
the attention of the Convention, but there was not time. 
I single out this for mention for another reason: It is a 
weakness in our Party generally that somehow or another, 
what holds the position of honor is the bombast and gener- 
alities, in committees, state organizations, sections and 
even in clubs. We must elevate to a much higher level every- 
where the concrete examination of experiences in life, 
experiences in leadership to the masses. There is generally 
a weakness in our Party, which must be corrected. STACHEL 
recalls a small strike in Detroit—a very small strike- — 
and the Party's analysis of that strike took two full pages 
of the big edition of the Daily Worker, without pictures. 
We must do more exaraing of our experiences. 

We must say a word about factionalism. I think it is 
necessary, and I think that an element even cropped Up here 
and there at this Convention. I think we must draw the 
conclusion that this fight as yet is not over, that there 
are still elements that are unhealthy in our work. We must 
find ways of burning it out of the fiber of our Party, so 
it does not crop up again. There must be no factional 
approach to even the smallest problem. If I read this 
Convention rightly, and if I read the decisions and 
the spirit of this Convention, I think it is that this 
Convention gives a mandate to the leadership from top to 
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bottom to completely destroy all elements of factionalism in 
the Party, and that our incoming leadership must carry out this 
mandate of this Convention, I want to add that, even if a 
Comrade is presenting correct ideas, it makes no difference 
how right you are, you might be as right as right can be, and 
the leadership might be as wrong, as wrong can be, but if you 
try to do it in a factional way, you are wrong. To be right 
does not give any license for a factinal method of carrying 
it out. We have reached the point now where the decision of 
our Party against factionalism is not going to be only on 
paper. It is going to be a live and definite rule for the 
leadership to carry out— —at all levels. Every member of 
this Party must be on notice that if he tries it, he will 
have a fight on his hands. Methods of work must show trust 
and confidence in a United Party that we now are. In the 
past, when the policies, line and direction were not clear, 
there could be, because we were fighting for our life, but 
now we have one policy and one line, and there is no excuse 
for factionalism. The it become purely an opportunist 
thing. We will not permit it. 

A few words on a couple of questions: Generally, our Party 
must take the position that we take a definite position on 
a theoretical policy question, but that does not close 
matters against further development and exploration of 
questions. We must preserve that atmosphere. I do not want 
to definitely close all matters for further discussion. 

On the struggle for peace: I think we need a little further 
clearing up on this question. There still are some exaggerations 
and one-sldedness. First of all, there is no disagreement 
that the struggle for peace is on a new level and that there 
are some very important new factors. It is not only a central 
issue, but with each developing period emerges more as a key 
and central question in a new way. This should not lead us 
to one-sidedness. On EISENHOWER and his role: EISENHOWER is 
a spokesman for the recognition that there was needed 
something new in our foreign policy. Personally, possibly, he 
wants to go further than he has, but he has the problem of 
other forces. That should not blind us as to how far he has 
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gone. (Quote from KHRUSHCHEV, speaking of EISENHOWER: ) 
We should take him seriously. He was at Camp David and we 
were not. He was talking about what is new -since 195o...and 
the progress is in the direction of understanding the necessity 
of peaceful co-existence. 

We want to take advantage of everything that is new in the 
broadest way, but it means struggle, mobilization, and move- 
ment. The cold war is not over, but there are tremendous 
possibilities for ending it. 

On the anti-monopoly coalition: There has been an increasing 
amount of meeting of the minds on this question* There is 
very little basic disagreement left on it. We can say that 
this slogan of anti-monopoly people's coalition was often 
misused in the Party. It has been used in exchange of all 
kinds of other democratic fronts and third party, etc., 
without a definite concept of what it actually is. This 
created confusion. What is this coalition? It is a 
political strategic concept that we have. It is not an 
invention. It is a realistic reaction to present day America, 
to what are the class forces of our society, that the era of 
imperialism brings up this big-business monopoly that 
controls and InvlUences everything from morning to night, 
from beginning To end, for the whole nation, and it is all 
directed toward maximum profits alone. If it is true in 
other countries, it is much more true here in the center of 
world capitalism. There is a small group of the biggest 
monoply elements dominating and exploiting the whole nation. 
So the majority of Americans are victims of it — the working 
class, the Negro people, farmers, small businessmen, pro- 
fessionals, white collar, and sections of the capitalist 
class. This present drive against labor is a part of the 
process. This becomes the very base of our united front 
policy. If we do not recognize that, we will not have the 
broadest United front approach. We must organize this majority 
to resist. This objective factor is against monoply rule. 
There will be stages to this. In America I think we have to 
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accept the idea that all struggles ultimately will meet this 
resistance of big monopoly and the struggle, no matter what 
for, will move through this avenue and the coalition that 
will grow. That is the basic thing to understand. It is 
in this sense that we should understand it. So if certain 
sections of the capitalist class Interests will coincide 
with that of the majority, this does not nullify this basic 
concept. We will take advantage of these differences. 
We have not fully generally in our history appreciated this 
fact, of how to take advantage of divisions of different 
sections of the capitalist class. But this does not basically 
change the concept and direction of our movement. Secondly, 
if sections, even of monopoly, do differ, it does not change 
their class character. This is important because I have 
seen some resolutions they have called, because of this new 
thing, for a national front. This only demonstrates basic 
confusion or our concept in the present period. A national 
front is a practical outlook only when the whole nation is 
in danger in a big way. That is not what we face at the 
present time. This is one-sidedness oh what has happened in 
America and what is new here. 

Again, keeping this basic concept in view, that does not 

mean that, when we have the united fronts, that everyone 

we are united with must understand this. In most cases they 

won't. So we should have no idea of making this understanding 

a condition for united front policies. Generally, if 

you take the realistic position, Instead of thinking 

up concepts and generalized slogans in advance, our main 

task is to get down to the level of this resistance, including 

the peace movement, etc., and be able towork with it in its 

newly formed level and contact it as much as possible, 

direct it, guide it, and nurse it along, and, as the struggle 

develops, these general concepts will go and we will find 

words that will describe it better and more scientifically. 

If we have this approach, the concepts will lie on more 

solid ground. 
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On the cadre question: Our cadre is scattered and small, 
though growing. We need a lot of work in developing good, 
able, Marxist-Leninist cadre. We are going to build and grow 
in the process of work, but we must have a certain- approach 
on this question. Outside of Washington, most states will 
be electing leadership in the coming conventions. The 
leadership will have to show some real understanding of the 
present level of our process in rebuilding. I suggest that 
you take to heart what MAO TZE TUNG said about promoting 
and bringing into leadership only those that are near and 
dear. Our leadership must be able to try and mold leader- 
ship that takes into account the different interests that 
Comrades have — both old and new — and still forma unified 
leadership. This also is a process and we should not just 
take those who agree with us — and moiSthem into a Unified 
group. 

I think we are agreed that this is a good Convention. But 
the fact remains that that does not necessarily prove that 
it is a good Convention. The proof will come in the 
weeks and days that lie ahead. But we have laid a good 
foundation for our work. We have a united Party and a 
policy. In about a year we should check and then we can really 
decide whether it was as good as we think it is. 

I move to accept the main resolution as amended in the course 
of the Convention. Unanimously accepted. 

SARGE LNU: Chairman of Ballotting Committee. Total 
eligible voters: 133. There are two separate ballots: At 
Large and State. Recommend that each Stats Delegation 
Chairman take enough ballots for his delegation. Accepted 
Unanimously . 

Motion: Express thanks to the hotel, its employees and 
guests, whom no doubt we inconvenienced regularly. Carried 
by acclamation. 
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Following are the numbers in each State Delegation, for voting 
purposes: 



NY State 
New Jersey 
Eastern Penn. 
New England 
Maryland 
Ohio 

Michigan 
Illinois 
Indiana 



7 
k 
1 

7 
6 

13 
2 



Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Oregon 
Washington 
S. Calif. 
N. Calif. 
Missouri 
South 



2 
6 
1 
6 

19 
13 
1 

5 



Announcement: The NC will meet tonight right after the vote 
is announced, to act on some immeidate questions. 

There was some discussion as to how to handle the vote in 
delegatins where members had been forced to leave early. 
It was agreed that each delegate would receive a number of 
votes proportionate to the total delegation. 

It was discovered that, due to a typographical error, the 
three candidates from the South were left off the State 
ballot. Itvaas agreed that they could be written in by 
f.h^fifi ™hr> wiRhArt +.n vftt.fi fm» thftm. The nominees are: 



(JACK SCHUIMAN told ETHEL NEWTON that "JACKSON gets five be 
votes to cast for the South. There is nobody here from t7 C 
the South A lot of ballot-stuffing is taking place." b7D 



**** 



It is noted 



**** 



took almost verbatim 



I 



stenographic notes during the convention sessions. 
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0;F ,F '51 ?C»*B M» E M OR f A . ■ D*U • M, . ,* .* UNITED ''STATES. GOVERNMENT 



- SUBJECT: COMMUNIST -PARTY - USA ■ 

PAMPHLETS AND PUBLICATIONS 
INTERNAL. SECURITY - >C 



CARE SHOULD EE ' USED IN [ HANDLING '-AND > REPORTING THE FOI^ 

, LOWING INFORMATION IN QRPfiR TO PROTECT * THE IPENTITY Of A BIGflLY 
PLACEP-INTORMANT, 

CG.5824-S*, on January 12, I960, orally .furnished; to 
SA JOHN E. KEATING the information on the following page. .This. 
' oral information* was. reduced . to writing on January ,15, .1960: 



2 - Bureau •(REGISTERED) 

1 - Newark (100- ) (CP-USA , Pamphlets . and Publications) 
. (REGISTERED) 
^5New,York (REGISTERED) 



(1 - 97-169) (Publishers New, Press) 
(1 - 100-81675) (CPrUSA,. Pamphlets and:Publications) 
UC* - 100-56579) (PHIL BART) 
(1 - 100-18065) (JACK ;STACHEL) 
2 - Chicago 

(1- A/134-46) 



FROM 



DIRECTOR, , FBI, (100-*3-86) 
SAC j CHICAGO (100-33737) 



DATE: 1//5V60! 






JEK/kws 
(10) 




January 12, .1960 



PHIL BART, National Organization Secretary of the Com- 
munist Party - USA, stated on January 11, 1960, that a sub- 
committee- has been formed for .the purpose of working on plans 
for resumption, of publication of .the "Daily Worker". This sub- 
committee is, headed by JACK STACHEL . 

According to BART, those responsible for the publication 
of "Russky Golos" are considering. changing.. it from a daily; to a 
weekly, since the number of subscribers has been diminishing* 
However, it was decided, to continue to try to publish' "Russky 
•Golos" daily, at least for the time being. » 

BART said, that "Russky Golos" has its^ own print shop, 
but .the printing equipment is .getting. old and should be replaced. 
Thus, it may be possible to purchase a new. flat bed press and 
work out a Joint printing arrangement between "Russky Golos" and. 
a "Daily Worker"* .This would, not only make, possible the printing 
of a "Daily Worker", , but. would - also help "Russky Golds"* 

BART also .stated that an, individual in New Jersey,, whom 
he did not name, offered to contribute $1,000 when he learned 
.. that the Communist Party may publish the 'Daily Worker" once 
again* BART said that he mentioned this to indicate that there 
may be possibilities for good results if a campaign is started 
for. contributions and subscriptions to a "Daily Worker" once the 
plans for, the resumption of . the daily paper are. formulated; The 
sub-committee is supposed to have some preliminary formulations 
in March, 1960. 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C43) 



1/15/6Q 



SA HAROLD P, QUINN (415) 



CP - KINGS COUNTY 
IS - C 

On 12/15/59* NY 1750-S* furnished information 
regarding a conversation between CONNIE and PHIIi BART at 
their residence at 2415 Newkirk Avenue, "Brooklyn, Hew 
York. During this conversation, the following was 
discussed: 

CONNIE BART remarked to PHIL that there was to 
"be a . meeting at their apartment that evening and BART 
asked what ^was to be discussed and CONNIE answered the 
"press. " PHIL, told CONNIE that he did not believe the 
National Convention pressings should be brought up 
-at the meeting until everything has "been released. 

Later during the meeting which appeared to be 
one of branch section organizers, the names ELSIE and 
RHODA ^ere mentioned as being present. Most of the 
meeting was taken up with a discussion on "The Worker" 
and the possibility that the "Daily Worker" may be 
resumed again in i960. One of the persons at the 
meeting commented tha t if they have to cho ose a 
literature director, I lis the person 

to tfo it. 
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New York 
New York 
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IOO-56579) (RHIL BART) (415) 
100-12Q59) (CONNIE BART) (415) 
100-67885) ?ELSIS ROSMOTTH) (422) 
100-130942)1 

100-65362) I 

100-26603-C43) (415) 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-16021) 1/15/60 
SA HAROLD P. QUINN (415) 



ARNOLD JOHNSON 
IS - c 

, On 12/23/59* HY 1750-S* furnished Information 
regarding a conversation between CONNIE and PHIL BART at 
their residence at 2415 Hewkirk Avenue> Brool&yn., New 
York k During this conversation, the following was 
discussed; 

CONNIE and PHIL discussed ARNOLD JOHNSON and 
PHIL commented that GENE DENNIS was against JOHNSON'S 
being the head of the NY State CP, They then both 
criticized JOHNSON and PHIL then commented that the 
Party would have a difficult time bringing back: people 
into the organization with JOHNSON as Chairman. 

PHIL then commented on BEN DAVIS and remarked 
that DAVIS had come out of the National Convention with 
the weakest status he has, ever had in the Party. He 
said that DAVIS had weakened his position tremendously. 

PHIL then returned to the subject of JOHNSON 
and remarked that he probably would be Chairman of the 
New York State CP but that is by no means definite. He 
said there is a possibility that ELIZABETH PLYNN 
VHJL run for the Job although she would only be the 
titular head and BILL .ALBERTSON and others would carry 
the load. CONNIE BART commented that FLYNN's taking 
,the Job would help "inspire 51 the Party in NY State. 



fil New York (100-56579) (PHIL BART) (415) 

^fc<- New York (100-12959) (CONNIE BART) (415) 

1 - New York (100-8057) (GENE DENNIS) (415) 

1 - flew York (IOO-I696) (ELIZABETH FLYNN) (415) 

1 - New York (100-23825) (BEN DAVIS ) (416 * 
1 - New York 



100-129629) (BILL ALBERTSON) (416) 
1 - New York (100-16021) (415) fa \?%.f+J^ 
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SAC, HEW YORK (100-139629) 



1/15/60 



SA HAROLD P< QUINN (415) 



BILL ALBERTSON 
IS - C 

On 12/29/59, NY 1750-S* furnished Information 
regarding a conversation between CONNIE and PHIL BART at 
thetr residence at 2415 Hewkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, Hew 
York* During this conversation, the following was 
discussed: 

CONNIE BART mentioned BILL ALBERTSON and 
described him as in a "fighting mood. " PHIL remarked 
that ALBERTSON ifflll be through If he does not fight. 

PHIL BART then mentioned the fact that some 
-question 3md been raised by a Nassau CP organizer 
why JIM TORMEY, who was only back in leadership a year, 
had been elected to the National Committee and this 
same person questioned the rise of MIMI (FRIEDLANDER) , 

BART remarked -that BEN DAVIS had wanted a 
smaller National Committee of somewhere about around 
35 people and that with his status he would have been 
sitting pretty with all his friends around him. 

The BARTS then discussed IRVING; POTASH and 
CONNIE asked PHIL if POTASH produces any work and PHIL 
answered that POTASH is a problem as 0US HALL wants to 
handle all the trade union work himself. 



- 1 - New York (100-56579) (PHIL BART) (415) 

- -1 - New York (100-12959) (CONNIE BART) (415) 
100-93665) iMIMX FRIEDLANDER) (421) 

100-48033) (IRVING POTASH) (415) 
IOO-23825) (BEN DAVIS) (416) 
1100-129629) (416) 
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SAC, NEW YORK. (100-87211) 1/55/60 
SA HAROLD P. QUINN (415) 

CP - FACTIONALISM 
IS - C 

On 12/30/59* 3ff 1750-S* furnished information 
regarding a conversation between CONNIE and .PHIL BART at 
their residence at 2415 NewMrk Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York, During this conversation, the following was. 
discussed: 

PHIL and CONNIE discussed Factionalism in the 
CP and PHIL remarked that the Tarty Is not in a position 
to survive another split. CONNIE remarked that BEN 
DAVIS had made his bid for leadership during the 
Convention and PHIL commented that DAVIS had made it 
a long time ago. He continued that DAVIS thinks he 
should be National Chairman of the CP because they 
thought enough of him to run him for New York City 
Councilman* However, he said he does not believe that 
DAVIS 1 Factional activities will actually lead to a 
split. He said that they had been talking that day at 
the National Office about the Mexican CP which had been 
destroyed because of a Factional dispute which had 
started in 1937* 

CONNIE then commented that she herself had been 
proposed for most of the leadership positions in the Kings 
County CP but she doubted if she would accept any because 
of TORMEY. She said that TORMEY appears to go along with 
her on everything but he really does not. She said that 
she expected to talk i*ith him about this and put It up to 
him jU3t as she described it. 

later In the evening, JIM TORMEY and AGNES VILLI S 
Mere in the BART apartment for what appeared to be a Kings 
County CP Board meeting. CONNIE BART and WILLIS discussed 
BART*s new flob and WILLIS asked if there were a union In 
her present office. 

1 - New York (100-56579) (PHIL BART) (415} t 
1 - NewtYork 100-12959) (CONNIE BART), (415) v 
1 - New York (100-23825) (BEN DAVIS) (416) ^^UiUelU^. 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 



100-23825) (BEN DAVIS) (4l6) t— ^ 
100-26603-C43) (CP-KINGS) (422)^™""^ 
100-15946) (JIM TORMEY) (422) 
* - „„„ „™ .100-135084) (AGNES WILLIS) (422 * , 
1 - New York (100-87211) (415) \ . 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-8057) 



1/15/60 



SA HAROLD P. QUINN (415) 



GENE DENNIS 
IS - C 

On 12/22/59, NY 1750-S* furnished information 
regarding a conversation between CONNIE and PHIL BART at 
their residence at 2415 NewMrk Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York. During this conversation, the following was 
discussed: 

PHIL and CONNIE discussed a Christmas Eve 
party they intend to have in their apartment and CONNIE 
asked if JOE NORTH will be able to make it. PHIL said 
that NORTH is having some kind of a problem and may not 
be able to come. ; He also commented that MARY KAUFMAN 
had asked both of them to a New Year's Eve party at her 
place but he told her that they both would be away. 

PHIL then stated that lie had spent some time 
that day at the office with GUS HALL and they had a 
very general conversation. He said it was generally agreed 
by both of them that GENE DENNIS must be immediately 
involved with responsibility otherwise he might develop 
into another POSTER with his illness and the only time 
they will see him is when he drops in to get his pay. 



\J- New York (100-56579) (PHIL JBART) (415) 
"1 - New York (100-12959) (CONNIE BART) (415) 
1 - New York (100-84944) (GUS HALL) (415) 
1 - New York (IOO-Q365) (BILL POSTER) (415) 
1 - New York (IOO-852?) (MARY KAUFMAN) (415) 
1 - New York (100-13444) (JK)E NORTH) (415) 
1 - Hew York (100-8057) (415) 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-56579) 



DATE: 1 5 JAN i960. 



SA 



PHIL BART 
SM-C 



On 12/14/59, E 
Communist Par €3 



advised SA JOHN HAAG 



^Sa fSS^S 1 !? Party of the United States of America 
held its 17th National Convention. at the Hotel Theresa 
Skyline Ballroom, 11th floor, 2090 7th Ave., NYC, 12/10-13/59. 

« a/ i above captioned subject was observed entering- 

and/or leaving lobby of Hotel Theresa NYC, on dates n * erins 
indicated. 



DATE 



12/10/59 
12/11/59 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



OBSERVED BY' SAS 
WILLIAM J. "BARRON.; STEPHEN FEDUNIAK; 
LlOHN F. LANGTRY; 



Same as above.' 



A log covering above activity located 100-80641. 
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1/15/60 



8ft* AI^KJBSS J. -ftUSIOJB (#415) 



IS-C 

«t*»,*«.~« 2» Vr/% » *^~a« *dvi»td ftA ft2*Baj8JRfc C. 

B»y«i that <m the ptiwioi» diay mu* mm* Cx>, USA , 

Q*15fciii**tSXJnal fiwtttwy, fuml^MMI Hia tUft following 

.1ft aftHT*» opinion, m Im®} iktl probably 
continue doing CF, USA o*^1ttfrf*ffial work during tt* 

ootaitig ^ 



3A£f wanfcioned the USA in loofciaa for 
wa»)* 5? aiauae th© peat or txaaeaw, tottl* having 
djmeuijy locating a KtttsiOf oepeon $or tnia job, 
BWBP indicate* he 414 rot want tta* aasicnnent. 

*M® aiao motion** that ti* atmiaed teiattoahip 
fcetwaa ttm Q9j, WA mttaxml asm* art «ov twk state 
<?? mm? the question of finance* atui p*i*i#te, »«&r 
ateted that lately tne Mew Vorfc iftats* CP haa i*en in 
bad financial et«mlta% ia«ff point** out that teex? 
weak the mm totfc state CP bom** noaey ma the 
llationai Office* to sow va*iow» 



W added that tfcera &% arguMente every 
isontft wSian the Jaw Ycaris state tea* to j*^ rant* man? 
stated latter organisation rate* to Hia aa the 
landlord** In thie connection, aws? ia&ie&ted >m is 
going; to natee a cnan©e - CEAHUB& Pmm mil be wade 
collector of rents. 
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described Cf tmivf&k Gm.£© itfoosta tfroai 
tlia v&rtoua CP amtricts a« ba&tg B va»y Uttta f # H» aa4d 
tlw National O/fice aatip&taa ita expenaaa In 1SM> »1U 
be lane tiiaa la 1930* ©inoo v» actional Cotmi*t*e will 
aaot o»ls t*&oa a rwr tow aow on* Instead tew ttom* 

BAliS iadloatad *» o^ ttia lw*di&t» pro&J4tt» ** 
to find * aaooeaaor for J30EJ& m\m» mmsw of mm, 
m mad the C? is willing to rati** him, feut cmn't fiad a 
ault&lsae ptt*»oa to raplao* iU»» 

s*KS statad ba la vara nagsw ba #4 *»* fcaad 

JBQSSIE BEIWXS' adviea to mil w» wlmm at 35 E* 13fch 
St., M3TC.» mm aaid ha fftos tha fcaHa&K nui fcrias 
ra^Oa^ iaoor* to Urn Fart?* m awofc a* $750» j*r jwr 
avaatuaUsr. 

mm atatad tha national C* Sa***tarlat i* 
oonaiderine two national financial *<m$*d&»> a* aJK>a*t 
4umUm aachjln 19$0» ^oa J^iswy* i960 to flay, 496q, 
thara **iid ba a di'lta to raiaa ffcnda ikr thr oiapxwi of 
vo*ta»jr on-line to $$0#*>C caan and $1S#POO in ©wbaariirtaons. ■ 

aaginniae in sagptftaft*?, i960* tha national omit 
would wmdaot a drive of abo«* at* weeks to toe related to 
tha national eleotiosa* Vtm emmb to be raised lay letter 
fund drive naa not been Aaeidad upon. 



FBI 



DATE: 1/15/60 



Transmit the following in PLAIN TEXT' 



Via AIRTEL 



RM 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 
FROM : SAC, NY (l00-8064l) 



SUBJECT: CPUSA-ORGANIZATION 

JMl 

CARE MUST BE UTILIZED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING 
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION SINCE ITS VERY NATURE TENDS TO 
IDENTIFY A SENSITIVE AND HIGHLY PLACED. INFORMANT. 
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1 - 



Bureau (100-3-69) (RM) 

(1 - 97-^01) (PUBLISHERS NEW PRESS) 
Chicago (INFOHRM) 
(1 100- ) (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
(1 - 100- ) (JIM WEST) 
(1 - 100- )(FLO HALL) 
Cleveland (INF0)(RM) 

(1 - 100-421 )(GUS HALL) 
Minneapolis (INFO)(RM) 
(1 - 100- ) (CLARENCE HATHAWAY 



,<p~ NY 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



NY ( 100-84994 )(GUS HALL) (415) 
NY (100-56579) (PHIL BART)(4l5), 
NY (100-23825) (BEN DAVIS, JR.)(4l6) 



NY (100-1696) (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN)(4l5) 
NY (100*.8057) (EUGENE DENNIS)(4l5) 
NY (100-26018) (LOUIS WEINST0CKM416) 
NY (100-48033) (IRVING P0TASH)(415) 
NY ( 100-80640) (CPUSA-NEGRO QUESTION) (415) 
NY ( 100-87211 ) ( CPUSA-FACTIONALISM) ( 415 ) 
NY (100-84275) (WILLIAM L. "PATTERSON) (416) 
NY ( 100-1288l4 ) ( CPUSA-NYD-ORGANIZATION) ( 4l6 ) 



COPIES CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

1 - NY (100-80641) (415) 

HC6:KMI 
(34) 



/SEARCHED mitt* 

ISERMifZEO..^.., ruti) """"" 

JAN 15 I960" 



NY 100-80641 



COPIES CONTINUED 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



NY (IOO-I6785 ) (JAMBS JACKSON) (415) 
NY ( 97-169 ^PUBLISHER'S NEW PRESS)(4l5) 
NY (100-18065) (JACK STACHEL)(4l5) 
'100-105078) (HY LUMER)(4l5) 
100-16021 ) (ARNOLD JOHNSON) (415) 
100-129629 j (WILLIAM ALBERTSONK^lS) 
100-118174) (MILT ROSEN) (416) 
100*13483 ) ( BETTY GANNETT ) ( 4l6 ) 
100-50094) (ESTHER CANTOR) (416) 
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On 1/14/60, NY 2359-S* advised that a meeting of 
the Secretariat was held in the third floor board room at CP 
tleadquarters, NYC, on above date. Among those present 
were: 

GUS HALL 
/^PHIL BART 
r CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

BEN DAVIS, JR. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

JACK STACHEL 

HY LUMER 

GENE DENNIS 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

and IRVING POTASH 

Informant advised that a general discussion was 
held concerning Party personnel problems. GUS HALL pointed 
out that CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT is a national officer with a 
national assignment and that nothing was to interfere with 
his work; HALL suggested that it be determined whether or 
not JIM (possibly WEST ? ) and FLO (possibly HALL? ) can work 
together harmoniously; (informant stated the precise 
nature of their co-operation was not described further.) 

BEN DAVIS said the Party* s position on the Negro 
Question is "not decisive" and that the situation on Negro 
leadership in the Party today is "quite different from what it 
was 20 years ago." 

GUS HALL commented that the Party needs new cadre 
to get maximum work done; He proposed that WILLIAM PATTERSON 
be relieved as General Manager of "The Worker" to be replaced 
by LOUIS WEINSTOCK. He also proposed that PATTERSON become 
"one of the top core in New York State" and thereby make a 
full contribution of his talents to the Party; He recommended 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK as an "experienced organizer" and union 
worker "who has a reputation for getting things done." HALL 
further proposed JIM (JACKSON ?) be elected as editor of "The 
Worker." 
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NY 100-80641 

KW5IAB3EH GURLEY FLYNN end JACK STACHEL cosralimented 
WILLIAM L, PATTERSON on the good Job he has done with "The 
Worker." 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK said he would accept the assignment* 
He felt the editor and manager of the paper must be 
responsible to the comrades; He suggested in order to 
raise money for the paper, they issue 2,500 chares of stock 
at $100 or $50 per share in order to raise $250,000, Wvh 
51$ of the shares remaining in "proper hands;" 

WEINSTOCK noted that the revolution in Cuba has 
changed the thinking of cany thousands of Spanish speaking 
people in this country and "we" must learn to reach them 
and utilize thi3 change; WEINSTOCK said he will finish his 
present Job on January 30th and will thereafter be at the 
disposal of the Party; 

JAMES JACKSON accepted the position on "The Worker" 
and said he is looking forward to this phase of the Party's 
work, and anticipated working with WEINSTOCK in complete 
harmony; 

BEN DAVIS recalled that the National secretarial; 
made a decision regarding NYS leadership to be recommended 
(apparently to NYS Committee), 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY is chairman, WILLIAM PATTERSON 
and ARNOLD JOHNSON as vice chairmen, WILLIAM ALBERTSON as 
Organizational Secretary, MILT ROSEN as Labor Secretary, 
BETTY GANNETT as Educational Secretary, ESTHER CANTOR as 
Legislative Secretary, but not as a full-timsr. 

BEN DAVIS stated that "some state officers" want 
to consult further should the National Secretariat propose 
additional changes in the State Leadership. DAVIS stated he 
does not want a factional football made of the fact that some 
comrades want him to remain in the State leadership. 



- 4 - 



NY 100-80641 

GUS HALL praised CLARENCE HATHAWAY as a "very 
disciplined Communist" and recommended that he come 
into the State Leadership; LOUIS WEINSTOCK felt HATHAWAY 
must be present personally at the next State Convention 
in order to sell himself to comrades in NY; 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN said DAVIS has to quash 
those who insist he remain in the State Leadership; She 
stated HATHAWAY should attend the State Convention and 
"will sell himself" to the comrades who are unfamiliar with 
him and "his dynamic personality." She stated she was 
"not too keen" on the selection of ARNOLD JOHNSON to the State 
Leadership; 

HALL tentatively scheduled the next National 
Secretariat meeting "on Steel" for Tuesday, January 19, I960; 

IRVING POTASH stated that by emphasizing its 
positive achievements, the Party can eliminate factionalism. 

GUS HALL stated that nobody should consider themselves 
completely devoid of the consequences of the past period. 
After a suggestion by BEN DAVIS to call in main centers of 
(dissension ?)and talk to them, HALL concurred that this 
should be done. 

Informant advised that following the meeting, there 
was " a celebration of CLAUDE LIGHT?00T*S birthday and toasts 
were made to him. 
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OFFICE MEM O R A N D U M * ♦ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-88) 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-33728) 

* 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 
FACTIONALISM 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



DATE: 



CARE SHOULD BE USED IN HANDLING AND RJ6PQRTINQ THE FQL-» 
LOWING INFORMATION IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF A HIGHLY 
PLACED INFORMANT* 



CG 5824-S*, on January 12, I960, orally furnished to 
SA JOHN E. KEATING the information on the following page. This 
oral information was reduced to writing on January 15 , I960, 



2 - Bureau (REGISTERED) 
.3 — Boston (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100-20787) (CP-USA, Factionalism) 

(1 - 100-20779) (CP-USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100-775) (HOMER BATES CHASE) 
4 - Newark (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, Factionalism) 

(1 - 100-4284) (CP-USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (JOE BRANDT) 

(1 - 100-19491) (PAT TOOHEY) 
rAj- New York (REGISTERED) 
— (1 - lOfi-87211) (CP-USA, Factionalism) 
i4^D>00^3W^PaiL BART) 

(1 - 100-1696) (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) 

(1 - 100-49430) (PAT TOOHEY) 
2 - Chicago 

(1 - A/134-46) 

JEK/kws 
(15) 




— ra-tae 

o 





January, 12, 1960 



PHIL BART, National Organization Secretary of the. Com- 
munist Party -USA, stated on January 11, 1960, that the 
National^ Of f ice of the Communist Party - USA: is having trouble 
with PAT ' TOOHEY and. HOMER CHASE as* individuals; and in regard to 
their Districts. } 

BART stated that HOMER CHASE sent a letter to ELIZABETH 
GURLEY FLTNN in which he charged her with being; a factionalism 
FLYNN said that HOMER CHASE is "cracked 11 ♦ 

In regard to PAT TOOHEY, BART said that JOE BRANDT and 
PAT TOOHEY are fighting. BART also complained that TOOHEY spends 
too much time at. home and that TOOHEY thinks that the National 
Office, particularly BART,, is engaged, in a plot against him. 



UNITED STA^ GOVERNMENT 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-80641) (415) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



•DATEM/lS/60 



Identity of source 
Description of info 

Date received 
Received by 
Original location 



who .has furnished 
reliable info in past (conceal) 

Discussion of Landrum-Griffith 
Bill and consequences by 

12/30/59 

SA JOHN A. HAAG (oral) 



Utmost care roust be used in handling and reporting 
the following information in order to protect the identity of 
the source. 

Information received from informant, as set forth 
ab ove, was rough drafted by SA HAAG on 12/30/59, typed 
by | | on 1/5/60 , and authenticated by informant 



A copy of informant's oral report follows: 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



on 1/6/60. 



3 - Bureau (100-3*69) (RM) 

(1 - 10q-3 : 89)(CP, jJSA. Strategy in Industry) 



4 - Newark (100- 

(1 - 100- )[ 
(1 - 100- 

q.-l I 



1 



](RM) 



1 - ny[ 

1 - 



)(NJ CP Org.) 



1 - NY 100-89590 
1 - NY 100-48033 
NY 100-56579 
NY 100-81752 
1 - NY 100-80641 



(Inv) (41) 

(CP. USA. Strate gy in Industry) (415) 
I , 3415) 
(PHIL BART) (422) 

(CP, USA, Brief) (41) SZQf- 
(415) ' ~ 



JAH:mfd 





m 100-80641 



In a discussion on 



on the Xandruni Griffith 



Xaw, 



stated that certain people should not 



he in the leadership .but certain things should be arranged 
so that they participate in the leadership - a somewhat 
conspirative set up. Ke suggested that 



In the leadership. The party must not make the mistakes 
It made when the Taft-Hartley law was passed - the union 
people .resigned from the CP but no system was set up to 
keep these people close to the CP. The Party must work out 
a method whereby the law can be circumvented to assure that 
there will be no public status to those persons dropped, that 
they will not be lost to the leadership but will be an 
integral part of It %n< another form. 



thinking in- New Jersey. However It Is .a problem throughout 



no public status for these people - but .wants a set up, or 

t 

liaison system whereby these people will be as much as a 
leadership. 



and ways be found to have them participate . 



this as a question for initial 



the CP. 



was'.not specific on this. He .suggests 




NY 100-80641 



Prom this it can be concluded that from here 



on out, in view of the Landrum Griffith Law, there will 
be deliberate and decided steps taken in the direction of 
creating a dual type functioning leadership and appartus, 
semi-secretive and semi -underground. This should be 
regarded as a decided feature of Party policy - as part 
of the general business of re-establishing an illegal part 
of the CP. 

This method will be a combination of the legal and 
illegal - open and semi -underground. This will be a decided 
procedure which is being worked out. 



will be a very flexible policy - the form in one district 
will not necessarily be the same as another. It will 
be according to the needs of the situation - a progmatic 
approach. 

One must be aware of this f lexibility - this 
variance where difference is required. There will be a 
certain common basis or denominator but it will take a 
different form as far as ; the mechanics are concerned. 



It can be concluded from 



that this 
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Bart on the other hand is quite hesitant on the 
question of dropping these people since It will leave the 
leadership stripped. Further, Bart .scoffed at the idea 
that these people are as important as a 



These people are not so big that they should have a policy 
for themselves. Bart is opposed to views. 



